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s PREFACE 7 


There is no adequate synthesis of the genoral history of Penn~ 
sylvanin in existence. Altvhouch various phases of the history of the 
state have been undergoing anvens ett Op in recent years and althouga 
the political cathe of mast of the more important northern states 
during the period of the Civil “er hes been studied in detrial, for some 
reason the story of the internal politics of what in some respects was 
the most importent of all the northora states has been overlookad. This 
work wes originelly projected as o study of "Pennsylvania Politics dur~ 
ing the Civil Var, 1860-1865", Bu? after the research had been virtually 
completed it was found that in suite of having taken the usuel precau- 
tion to resister the title ceisal Bh student was working upon virtually 
the some theme, A compromise was effected whereby it was asreed that 
the present writer should ike the story through Curtin’s firat admin-= 
4stration but snould withhold for a year or so the publication of any 
motericis dealing with the ser period. It was during this critical 
period of civil strife that the state was treneformed from what had been 

state in which the Democrats siways had h had more than an even chance 
to one in which to be regarded as respectable and ebove suspicion one 
gimply must be a Republican. 

The author desires to exprass his inds ptedness to Professor 
Albart E, MeKinley, of the University o Pennsylvania, under whose in- 
lees this project wag begun; to Professor Arthur C. Cole, of Vest- 
ern Reserve University, under wnese ki ful gupervision it was 
compisted; and to Protesser Aovert Gin 
mittee on Materials for Resears fe 
Societies and the Social Sodence Rese 

was largely responsibis Lae % 
form. Tne author also wi 
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to use their so2089 for the many, spe 
tended. The photographic equipment u 
seasitated ee ecial accomedrtiong which were in avery Gree graciously 
eccorded, Finally, the pubo ig dcoply indebted to his wife, ugther 
Kirkpatrick Davis, not only for typing end retyping the various drafts 
of the manuscript but for Lines wl eriticism and insistence upon the de- 
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STANTON LING DAVIS 


Cleveland, Ohic, 
May 24, 1935, 
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and While thay were able te retain control of the senate, the lowsr 
heuss passed dofinit coly into ths hands of their opponents, The Demo~ 
erats had a majori ee of but one in joint session but this was sufficient 
to enable them to slect the United States senator in 1863, although the 
waster manipulator Cameron procured the Republican nomination and made 
a desperate effort to purchase the necessary vote to secure his election. 
In the election ef 1863, the Democrats vigorovely opposed the idea 
of making the termination of the war conditional upon the abolition of 
glavery and insisted that the govermzent adhere to it originally ane 
nounced purpose of waging the war solely for the resteration of ths Ua= 
fon, The suspension of the writ of habess corpus and the suppression 
& the freedom of spesch end the press @ were also issues in this cate 
paign as well es of those of i86t and 1862, The slection would, in ali 
probability, heve gone in favor of the Democrats had not the battle of 
Gettysburg given hope that the end of the war was noar,. Alvthe ugh the 
eonservatisn of Curtin enabled him to be reelected, the legisla: 
tion vas ai eta draym contest. The Republicans had a maj 
one in exch houss, but ons of thoir senators was in a Confedera 
end the eae houss was deadlocke or sevaral week =i 
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39 Glactions of state end national officials wore held on the second 


ia 6 


Tuesday of October of s6ach year, Presidential olectors were chosen, «3s 
at present, on the Tuesday following the first Monday of Nevember of each 
Wiys 


leap yoer, Yrinories wcre as yet unheard of.and candidates wore nomine= 


tod by state, county, city, and locel conventions. 


i) 
brty 


Cendidates for governor were selected in state conventions 


the various parties, The Chief Executive was glected in October for a 


ra 


term of three years, beginning on the third Tuesdey of the January fol- 


- 


lowing his victory. In cease of death, resignation, rewoval, or disabi- 


ed by the president of the Senate, The guditor general and the surveyor 
general were similarly normineted and elected for three yoar terms. 

By the consus of 1550, Pennsylvania vas envitisd to 25 federal 
revrosentatives, The Act of Say 1, 1858 divided the state into 25..>corn- 
gressional districts each of which elected one member, Pennsylvania loss 
a gent oy the evumeretion of 1260 end was redistricted accordingly by 
tha ict of April 10, 1862, Nominating eonvenvions of the various pertico 
ware held in each district end the congressional elections were held in 


October at the same tims as the stato é¢lections. 

mbly consisted of a Senate of 33 members and 
Houso of Revresentatives of 160, Senatora were elected for a tarm of 

three years, one third being chosen each year. Reprosentatives gsorved 


30 lerislature represented one of 


& 
et 
ai 


one year only, Each member of the 


tho senatorial or revresontative districts into which the state wes di+ 


vided. Apportionnent acts wore passcd in 1843, 1850, 1857, and 1864, 
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Both senators and ropresentetives wera nominnted by conventions of the 
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different parties held in the various districts and were elected at the 
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f the election, at which time the nowly elected mone 


bers were inducted into office, 
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The Supremes Court was comprised of five justices. Previous 


2.4 


to 1851, they had been appointed by the governor but an anendment to 


ina 


of 


the constitution in that yeer declared all the positions vacan 


day and henceforth the justices were elected by the psople, one each 


BY 
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third year for a term of fifteen yoarsae 
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Long been regarded as the protectionist citadel of the United States, 
Her high tariff tendencies may be traced from earliest colonial devr, 
aithough so long as she remeined merely a Sritish colony she wes not 
frae tO develop a distinctive and industrial policy. With the attain. 
ment of indenendenes, & protective tariff of her om, and 
wnen this prevad unenroreible duo to the tariff policies of noishbor= 
Ing states, Pennsylvania protectionists became leadsrg in the movement: 
to have transferred to the federal pn hens ite tne Dower to regulate 
commerce enki to Levy dutien, After the adoption of ¢ tne new constituti 


they hastened to carry their demande to Congrees and the tariff 
tion was launched upon its intermineble course even befora the 


president was inausurated, With their support the terirf 
enacted end althouch tho duties therein provided were cons 
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ing cf Fernsyivania Holl in 1833, Four yeers later, a colored temperance 
procession vas attacksd by a moo and scones of previous years were ra~ 
peated, fatters became so serious that troops were called out to pre« 
18, 
serve order, This i11 feeling 


1g townrd the nogro population continued 


down to, and through the Civil Var, particularly in tho lergest indus= 


trial cantors of the state. 


Neverthslass, despite the attitude of Philadelphia, a high ta= 
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riff, anti-slavery platform was certain to secure voiss in Pennsylvania; 
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and any third party whic 


z = 


h inccrporated these two principles was certein 
of somes degree of success in the sta 
“ar, abolitionists tere divided Inte tive schools, the non-political, or 


19 political ebolitionists, The former 
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iishing a new party upon a definite anti-slavery 
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by 
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fs 
© 


sencol belong tho Liberty party of 1840 and the Pree Soil party o: 


fa a 


The former was en emencipation party; but as the struggle over the tor- 
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ritoriss began to dominate the situation, abolition in the sense of e» 
mencinsation befan to crop from sight, A oractical issue Retin caliod i 


to being a more extensive but diluted form of abolitiontions and the 3 


Soil party of 1043 reflected this quantitative growth of the movemont be | 


tie. 2 


t Was an antieoxtension party, and, as its namo implies, also in« 
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The Liberty party never polled very heavily in Pennsylvania, lt | 
reached its maxiimur Rireneth in the strate in 1844 when James G, Birney, its 
candidate for president, received 3,100 votes. After that it declined, 
end in 1846 merged with the newly organized Free Soil party. In the nae. 
tional slection of 1848, Ven Buren, the Free Soil candidate for president 
received 11,263 votes from Pennsylvania. The congressional election of 
1850, however, occurred during the lull produced by the oti datas of 
1850, The majority of the people believed that the "Compromise" was a 
finality end the Free Soil perty ceased to matter, Jt placed no candidate 
in the fleldan tin uboron torial coment en cP Leeks thet Patt oetnk yaar 
it did nominate cendidates for president end vice»president upon a plat- 
form opposed to the further extension of slavery; but ita vote in the state 
in this election was but seventy-five per cent of that polled four years 
peeeeae? Neverthelsss, unforessen events were <8 the offing which were des=- . 
tined to rend asunder the older parties and to bring about a revolution in 
the politics ef the nation and of the state. 

Evidence of an impending break-up of the older parties is clear- 
ly sean in the vote in Congress upon the Kansag=-Nebraske bill, The Deion: 
cratic party tended to disintegrates, dus to the pressure which had been 
used in forcing the passage of the bills and northern Democrats, opposed 
to the extension of slavery, were permanently alienated from southern pro= 
slavery domination, Of the sixteen Democratic members of Congress from 


Pennsylvania, five voted against the measure, in the Keystone State, ths 


repeal of the Missouri Compromise by a Democratic Sonate, House of Repre= 





19 Pennsylwania State Manual, 192341924, 536-541, 542ff.; Alexander 
KAMaGluney Qid Time Notes a Pennsylvania. (Philadelphia, 1905), ty B4Tf. » 
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largely pervaded the ranks of tho Democratic party of the state, end murs 


murs of revolt began to bs distinctly heard, The thig party alread 


i= 


eontatives, and presidont, erousod the anti-oxtensionist sentiment which 


on the decline, Scott had carried but four states of the Union in the 


campaign of 1852 and his varty never recovered from. this defsat, 


year 1854, therefore, alco found this party on the vores of extinction, 


end the Kanses-Nebraska bill completed its disruption and breu 


the separation of the northern from the southern members of the orcseanizn= 


2 ‘ + ET «Watts ee ep oe : a 14 pee gE eg Oe og! AN as SC : 
tion, ‘the Nerth folt thet the South hac violnted its CED eta a ae Be repealing 


the itissouri Compromise, while the South regarded it as an act of ginple 
justice and determined te profit by its advantage, The time was ripe for 
the organizevion of 2 new party. Tho northern Vhiza cnd Democrats op-= 
posed to the sxtensicn of slavery, Free Sollers, abolitionists, and 
others of iibveral or progressive tendency wore the elements for its con 
struction, Proper leadership, however, wos lacking and this fact en- 
abled the nowly organized Know-Nothing party to combins the loose BEETE> 


gotions of Yhigs and Democratgy into a formidable political organization, 


v 


20 


A cortein hostility to forsigners Had showm itself in New York 


City; Philadelphia, and Boston ag early as 1835, In 1944 hed occurred 


‘the Native American riots in Philadelphia, which grey out of the quese 


tion of reading the Bible in the public schools; and in thse fall of thot 


year, the Native Americans, with the assistance of the Whigs, had gained 


control of both the cities of New York and Philadelphia, The apvoint- 


ment, in 1853, by President Pierce, of James Campbell, a prominent Catho~ 











20 William 5S, Myors, Tho Republican Parity (New York; 1928), 33-43; 
Alexander KN. “eClura, Oir Presidents and How We Make Thom (New Yor’, 1902). 
120f.; icClura, O10 Tirs Wotes, 3; s18,. 23425 Francis Curtis, The 
Lican SBE s LOSE L908 Now York, 904}, I, 2623 WOO 
tory of the Pragidency (Soston, 1906), 259, 
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lic judge of Fennsylvania as pootmaster xoneral, ond tha tour of Bedini 


“- 


the papal nuncio, in 1853 ~ 1854, caused thousnnds of mombars to bs add= 


ed to the new and secret party which was predominontly anti-Catholic and 
eo : 
nti-foreign. In Pemsaylvaniay the new party first exhibited its power 


in the municipal elections of Lencester and Philadslphia in Ley and June 


of 1854, and suddenly brought the Whigs and Democrats to a realization 

of the fact that they wero sopitanyed by a new political orgenization 

which held the balence of powor and wos capable of deciding any. contes 
22 

betwoen ther, 

Ag the cumpeion of 1854 prograssed, the separation batwoen the 
emi sohdr istration end the administration fections of the Democratic pare 
ty ee mors pronounced, ‘When the Democratic Central Committesa had com. 
mitted the party to the KsnsaseNebraska bill, the free soil Denocrets 
turned against the ontire state ticket and David wilnot was nominated by 
them as their candidate for governor. Pollock, the whic nominees, received 
the endorsement of the sscret Know-Nothing organization; and wien, im reply 
to a ievter from opponsnts of the bill, he placed hinsolf in their Tanks, 
the froe soil Demecracy withdrew the nomination of Wilmot and pledgsd their 
support to Pollock, Thus tho free soil element in Ponnaylvenia conisscod 
into a single party, Meny of the “higs, however, recalling .Wilmot's 
vote upon ths tariff act of 1846, dsclarod thet they wanted no 
fusion with free traders; but this effort to raise the tariff issue wes 


unavailing, Emphasis during the campaien was pleced upon the Kansage 


Nebraska maesure in spite of the Persistent refusal of Bigler, the Dom» 
ref 
ocratic nominee to discuss the issue, fnticeCatholicism, too, was an 
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21 Henry R. ee oe ing Vhig Party in Pennsylvania (New York,1922 
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208; Curtiss i rhepubl i oon Party, ALS 1452147, 


22 Mueller, whic Party, 9 2125 Letlure, Old. Tins, Votes, I, 2052207, — 
23 Charles’ ea Going, David Wilmot, Free. , soilar (Now fork, LS: 244, £644 
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those who followed % ths Know-Nothing ; 


cat 


important factor in the minds o 
leadership, even thourh there 


of the leaders themselves, _ 


eravo reason ta question the siacerity 


fate 
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In the elections for congress this year, the issue wes clearly. 





Grawn on the Keausas-Nebraska jct, In what normally wero strong Denocra~ 


tic counties, tue Vhivzs threw their influence to "Independent" Demgcrats 
re > fe ao Xr a“ 
who pledged themselves to work for the repeal of the measurs, When the 
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returns of the election of 1854 ceme in, it was revealed that the Know- 
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; 3 < * a= “~ Mi an “ > ~, : ~ f - ag rd =" 5 >, 
Nothing party held the balance of power in the satete, Few even of the 
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oliticai leaders had dreamed of ths strength of the movement; but the 
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fact could not be denied thet the Whig candidete for governor whom they 


nad supported hac been elested with a majority of 3 OOS 
ocratic cundidete 
@® majority of over 1903000, and that in the tricagular. contest for jude 
ef the Suproms Court they had pollod independently 121,576 votes, al- 
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ma been electen., 
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though the Democratic candidate for the latter posi 
Many of tho “higs ond Democretg elected to Congress and to both houses 


y 


heir success to Knowellothing support... The 


ss 


of the giate legis 


fed 


c 


ature owed - 
secret organization surprised nearly every county in tha state by elect- 
ing senators and represen itatives whose friends outside the order never 


e 
: 


dreamed of their success; Nad this cempaiga beon fought out between the 
two older pertiesg without the intervention of the Know-liothings, tho. 
eplit within the Democratic ranks probably vould haves enabled the whig 


to. carry ell the offices of the staiss Tho relatives strength of the 
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three parties was bast revealod by the vote polled in the trienguler 


contest for judge of the Supreme Court in which the Democratic candi- 


date received 167,010, the Know-} jothing candidate 121,576, and the Whic 


-eandidate 78,571 votes, While tacking a clear majority, it wes clear, 


nevertheless, that the new secret party was capable of deciding any 
contest betweon the two older parties, 

he defection of the Vilmot wing of the Democratic party 
swopt tes solid Semocratic counties of the North into revolution end 
there was left but the wreck of a party in the stato, Their ranks ale 
so had been depleted by defection to the KnowelHothincs and their lead« 
ers. realizes that their Future success would be dependont uson contine 


uod division of the opposition. The election also le 


s _ rrr Fa. : seg? 7 a ae - “ ae ae t a = 
Banized,. dhet, the party-had ceased to be a major one there could ba na 


cB, ope 


doubt, as there wes little probability that those membsors who had do= 


sorted to the Miow-Nothing organization would a ain return, Gradually, 


Re A aE ee ] P a Ft Be ee es ee ve clei ESR Spry s rs rs 
the tnow-Nothings absorbed at least two-thirds of the Whieo and many of 


the Democrats of the steto, It assumed control of the Vhir organiza= 


2 Te) BY 


tion in a majority of the counties, except in the old wnlg strongholds 
Where that party still maintained its independent existence, Thus the 


election of 1854 left the throe contending parties in a condition of 


= 


disturbing uncortainty end in all tho counties of the state a political 
realignment was necessary for the compaign of 1855, 


In the new Congress elected this year but four of the tyonty 


fiye mombors fron Ponnsylvania were administration Democrats as contras- 
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tod with sixteen two years before. LeClure described the legislature 


olected as “tha meet Dolly Varden job lot ZL have ever seen in Penn~ 
Bylvanin. sec. a motley crowd of £iad eb lilctiped and Republicans, ine 
cluding a pretty large number of local preachers", Although ther 

wars gome very gocd mon, the woy'y wes without able and responsible ; 
leadership, end the entire session OmaessS was simply a serics of des= 
perate scrambles for political ond sivas onal advyancemont, The moss dm 


ae? 


pertant issue befers the becy was the selection of a United States Sene 
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oe ia > 2 . a. ou — 2. s¢ “ =j ~ Pa =. wr eee 4 Cz ha 
Boom, waneron enc Curtin were the lerdine candidates, hut there wers 
many others, ‘The two nouses would meet da joint session, ballot three 


er four times for senator, and edjourn till severel deys later. This 
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for several weeks when the hopels 


4 


Lslature yoted to sdjcurt gine dis, The only legislation of importance 
that cane out of this session was a lay restricting the sale of liquor 
and a bill for the sale of the Main Line of the public works, which had 


such harsh conditions cs to meks it impossible for anyone to bid at the 


proposed sele, 


success sful efforts were mede in 1855 to organize the Knovwe 
Nothing party upon a nation wide sceis, Whon the National Council net 
in June, resolutions were adonted Geclaring in favor of maintaining ex- 


« 


istin % laws upon the subject of slavery es a final and conclusive set 
tlement of the subject, They further declared that Congress had no pow. 


er to legislate upon slavery in the states where it existed, or micht 

exist, to exclude any stete fron admission to the Union because it did 
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or did not permit slavery, to enact Lesislation prohibiting it in any 


o4 


torritorys or to interfere with it in the District of Columbia. Fif- 


teen members of the Council, led by ex-Governor Johnston of Pennsylva- 


nin, withdrew in protest, They declared that the introduction ef the 
glavery question was contrary to the principles of the party; but that 
4? it must be disposed of, the Missouri Compromise should be endorsed. 
When the Nationsl Convention met, fifty-four delegates from tyelve New 
England and western states withdrew becauss of the introduction of the 
slavery questions 


The Penusylvenie etete convention of tha Know-Nothing party 


e 
gninat the objectionable resolutions which were rajected by a vote of 
a ioral i Baas ae weer par: a ee aD pbs cee ee eee * 
443 to 30, The strong free soil report of the mijority of the platform 
. 
on = SBE Se Sen aS fae £. a) SS et ee Se es DA . 
committes eleo was turned doom by a vote ef 104 to 89, and the milder 
a | = 3s 2H me 5 = * 
minority report was adopted by a vote of 133 to 93, A rego.ution in 
: 7 
% ad A ae aft ra Don AY Col rT t 3 Bat q 
the platform deplored the fact that the slavery questioa hed beon 
pet « . 1, * ne 33494 + ee} ~“ 1 be +d she 4. 1 = 
brought uo by tho National Council but declared that now that it had 
é 
: - 7 a 
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been brought up, the State Committee felt that the repeal of the Lissou- 


i! | fi ae 5 


ya Compromise was an infraction of plighted faith end therefore should 
bs restored Mas . 

though 1t would normally have been en off years the carr 
paign of 1855 succeeded in becoming a momorable one, The choice of a 
legislature wag a matter of vital impor tance, inasnmuch ag it involved 


the slection of a United States senator which the previous legislature 


hed been unable to effect. Furthormore, the campaim saw the advent of 
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a new party in the politics of tho state. Despite the lack of compe 
tont leadership & synchrenous rising had occurred ia many widely BED= 
arated places. ‘The lead had besn teken by the old Northwest and had 
been esconded mainly by New England. Gradually the new party had eax 
dopted the name tHepablieeat ft drow its mombership mainly from the 
free=soil elements of the older parties, It hed made its appearance 
dn a few places during the campaign of 1854, but Peat the various 


candidetes hed been know ag “Hebraske** mon and “fntieNsbraske" men, 


As early as Novenbeor 27, 854, a local Republican organization had been 


effected in Wilmot, Gistric$ and this had been fo Llowed by similar 
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movements in other parts of the state. meinly in the western anda northern 


ecuntioa sround Philsads clphie where the Friends wars Sails Tuy 


the Republicen party “just growsd" as the result a widespread sonti« 


a omer - % a om yoets . fs St eel . ae 
mente The yenr 1855 found the now Party definitely organized 4a sey. 
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8 Nerth and West 
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September 5, when a Re ublican convention wes held at P atvtsbureh which 
? 

30 

put a ticket into the field for the state election, 


The first Republicon state convention Was amass convention, 
After many private ganferencee of the leaders, it finally was agreed 


that the convention should endorsa the nomixation of Peter Martin, the 


Know=Nothiag cendidate, for canal commissioner, Ho wos hor artily in syme 


pathy with Republican ideals; the fact that he hed been a Whig made hin 
acceptable to mest of the Whigsy and the leaders saw in his nomination 


the prospect of combining all the elements of opposition to the Derge 
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eracy, These plans, however, were upset by the nomination, by accla« 
mations from tho floor, of Passmore Williamson who was thon in prison 
for contempt of court in having refused te make satisfactory explena« 
tions as to the whorsabouts of a fugitive slave, The leaders realized 
that he was an impossible candidate as they could not hope to unite 
the opposition forcss upen the issue of denying the power of a United 


Ma 


States court to enforce ita om preesss, When soon after this the 


Whigs nominated a candidate of their ow, there were three opposition 


partios in the field and the success of the Democratic party seemed 


asaured. 
During the campeiga which followed, the leaders of the throe 
opposition parties worked earnestly to bring about a union, But the 


x * hind op 2m +0 Se fe Le % 4 - % 
old line Whigs wera obstinate; the ! tepublicans, who comprised the more 
radical anti-slavery element of the stete, were ent 


t?. 


suppert of Williamsens while the Knorelothings iasis 


tf 
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d that they had 


raanant stk a Pa) Parakey 3 wake ZB rsa8es & S _h 
2 candidate who wes both a Whie and en antieslavery man, and who repre= 


tie withdraval of all three candidates, and +t 
candidate. The union was effected less than two weeks befors the elece 
tion, and the total effect of this conferonca was to place a fourth op- 
Position candidate im the field inasmuch es many Whigs, Snow-Nothingsy 


and Republicans voted for the original candidates of their parties, A 


number of the old lines “hice became alermed at the radicalism ef tho 


“new parties end united wit th tho Democrats who had tickets of thier om 
ae 


aa 


in virtually every ecunty 
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in the election of Oatober 9, 1855, the Democrats elected 
thoir candidate for canal commissioner and not only retained their mae 
jority. in the Senate but gained control of tho House, The Republicen 
county tickets throughout: the Wilmot district, however, generally were 
elseted by ee ealont ies Although tho Democrats were visberious, 
the opposition was numerically stronger, and could control the State, 


if it would unite, ‘When the nowly elected legislature met an January 


of 1856, the Democrats were able toe elect ex=Governor William Bigler, 


who recently had beon defeated for realectionyg to the vacant plece in 


the United States Senate, 


a 


1856 wes an important yeer in Pernsylvanio, . In eddition to 
S vw 


the election of a president, there were to bo chosen many other inmpor= 


et niee bn Je <r fe rye 4 LDS nt vt rt, a at op £ YORR kom % 2 5 
BAR BLAse ANG NAVLONEAL G@LILOLaLse tne sleections of 1255 had clouded 

z > 2A 2.2 an ds de yap; fe s+ om J. 4 t + Ss en-& oy 
the presidential contest with uncertainty, The Wnig party had virtually 


or they had been absorbed into the Know-Nothing ranks. 
the only orgenized opposition in. tho South, but Lt lacked the vigor and 
inspiration to become an effective national party. In the North, tha 
oppositicn to the Do mocracy was not coherent, but was divided among the 
ola lino Whigs, the Know-Nothings, the Republicans, end the anti-sla- 
vory Demecrats. It was cloar to all that if these opposition forces 
could be combined, they would command a decided majority of the nation. 


The radical anti-slavery sentiments expressed by some of the eserly Re= 


= 


publicans repelled conservative KnoveNothings end Whigs. In Pennsylva- 
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Kia, the cpnosition was so badly broken up 


slight prospect of unity, 

Tha Democrats ware Sserly in the 
convention in Merch, They nomingted a stat 
to the nationsl conventior to ba held at Cin 
the candidacy of Jamsa Buchanan 
selected te rive a wri: 
tion wee effected or his name witha 
Prien: -ud adopted a platfora endorsin- 
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admin istration, The movement for 


field and 


for president, required 


bten pledeo to vote fa 


ccoperetion of the 


AS 
Qa.d 


that there sesamed to be 


x oar 


ZAvVes 


fHe 


€ ticket, 
Cinneti on June 2, sudorsead 
every delegate 


ti2 a noming= 


ccenventicn by his 


the policy of the nationsl 


oppositien in ths 


gvate was continusd whoa ths Legislature assembled and a “Union” gon- 
vention at which the lead Jing Wiles, KnoweNothine S, and Revublicans wera 
present mst s% Harrisviryre on Muesh 26. $956, Tha spirit exntbited mm, 


one of cordanl inmaninity because the convent 


scheme of cooperation for the coming elect 
vas nominated of such a nature thet the "VY 
teth sectional and political arpseais. 


onfined itself mainly 


While the Whig perty had abandoned 


Union 


ou dsterminet to effect 2 
A complete state ticket 


" organization could wake 


A plstform was adepted which 


to the issua of the extension of slaver 


3 


its inderendens organiza- 


tion in the majority of ths counties, and in western Pennsylvania the 


Whigs had, for the most pert, fused with the 
organiaetion had been continued in 
to the hnow=Nothing principles, 


thair 


rea Ca ALC ac het teas erties site ii esata yak 
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mn Philadelphia 


Know-Nothings, the Whig 


by thoso who ware opposed 


In the spring of 1856 they forced out of 


county convention all who were suspected of being in any way affie 
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diated with that organization and nominated a municipal tickets; later 


they decided to abandon their organization and to support tho Democrae 
% tc 


. 


ais marked the end of the last Whig organization in the 


rq 


tic ticket, 
state. Nevertheless, alvhough the party thus diseppesred as a state 
and local organizotion, its existence es a national organization termi- 
4, 4 | bt 2% 1.2 Jf, f 34 
ated only with the presidential selection, 
in the national campaign of 1856, the Know-Nothing party was 
first in the field with its candidstes, The National Council of the 
party met in Philadelphia on Fel 


= « 


‘olutions in which the slavery suestien was carefully avoided. At the 
“ 4 


4 < 4 ah ath — % a 
nominating convention which mst on February 22, tro contesting delega~ 
s “ = ee 2 ac are 3 7. : mT mp 
tions appecerec from Pannsylvenias and. after considerable discussion, 
2 ¢ = = uf = a as} i + , a one, A 2 bale 2,5 2 ce e 
Lt wap decided to admit these chosen by the state convention at Reading 


ject the delegaticn selected oy those who had bolted from the convention. 
The delegation admitted was decidedly frea-soil an tendency and the sla= 
very issue again was broucht to the front. The discussion of the now 
series of resolutions led to e temporary withdrawel of a large number of 
soutnern delegates, The convention nominated ex-President Fillmore for 
president and Andrew Jackson Donelson, of Tonnessce, for vice president, 
A definite expression upon the slavery question was demanded by the nor- 
thern dolegatos; when this was refused, a second secsssion occurred, and 


seventy one withdrew from the convention, Part of the stats delegation, 


led by ex-Governor Johnston, joined with other northern socaders in is 
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ae ee ee ee 


i a aN i a a i i a el 


aes 
C33 


suing a statement justifying their course, condemning the platform a- 
dopted by their party, and insisting upon a restoration of the Missourt 
Compromise, As a result, the State Council passed into the hands of 


thoss who favored conciliation with the South; and, whon it met at Hare 


risburg on May 13, it promptly ratified the nomination of Fillmore and 
| & y 


Donelson, and condemned those who had seceded from the Philadelphia 


: She 
Conventio: 
On ais 12, 1856, the secederg from the Philadelphia Know. 
Nothing convention met in New York, They called themselves “North Amer» 


i “an ‘ny invitation ucd tes acesived inviting thar nhe with 
icans'’. mM invitation hed been recsived invitin m te coo ste with 
y RP toes aes ois abe i wits . ; RTE Bee sho ioe yi as 
the Repuvlicens and a cormittese ves appointed to proceed toe Philadelphia, 


nfornal ballot had disclosed their preference for Nethnniel P. 
ohnston, of Pennsylvania, for vica 
president, Their recepiion by the Republicans was none too enthusicstis 
but they were received informally, With the amouncement of the nomina= 
tion of Fremont snd Deytom by the Ro opublicanss Banks withdrew his name 
as ea possible candidete of the “Horth Americans, the committee ra~ 
turned to New York, where they complained of the traatment which had been 
accorded them but recommended thet a tod r party endorses the Republican 
Nominees. Tho “North American” convention then etd diocese tat for 
president but selected Johnston in place of Dayton for vice president, 
Johnston withdrew later in the campaim and the “North Americans" for 


36 
the most part supported the reguler Republicen nominees. 
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al contest, end it was gonerally admitted thet the state olection of 
October would determine which way the state would go in the national 
| contest in ch ali | 
| The election of October 14 was practically a dram battle, el- 
peoey the Democrats elected their carididates for canal commissioner, 
euditor general, and surveyor generel, The several elements of the ape 
position could not be completoly united in local contests, and although 
they gained control of the state senate, the Democrats elected fifty- 
three of the one hundred mombers of the lower house, and fifteen of the 
twenty-five United States representetives, As the campaign progressed, 
efforts wore made in Pennsylvania to unite the opposition forces in 
the national contest as well as in the state contest, At first these 
Mee were unavelling, but the result of the October election acted 
as a further incentive, A "Union" convention of all the opposition 
forces finally met on Octobor 22 and a plan of cooperation was worked 
out end a "Union" electoral aves adopted, This ticket was endorsed 
by the Republicans and "North American" cormittesa, but by only a mie 
nority of the Know-Nothing committee, The Novenbor struggle proved 
even more desporate than that of Octobers but, as usual, the state 
election proved to be a forecast of what was to happen in the national 
contene and Buchanan carried his native state with a plurality of 
27,152 votes, The tariff was but a minor issue in the campaign of 1856, 
_Im refutation of the protectionist pretensions of their opponents, 
the Democrats pointed out that some of the Republican leaders had been 


foremost in agitating for free railroad iron; but they, for the most 
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The campeien ef 1656 was a revelation to the old time politi- 
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pulgive polities, inspirod by sincere end vrefound c ction of the 
slavery question, Tas Sheirs of Maryland, Henry Wilson, of Massachusetis, 
Notrhenial Py Banks. Snceksr of the Houses of Representatives, and Horece 
Greeley, of the “Irihime, wera assiduous propagendists for Fremont, ! Tas 
Pathfinder was’ egpsclally vopuler with the Germnyis of the West, althcuch 
the slow taladsda Fennisylvania Duteh preferred Buchovan end peace to Free 
mont and J@SSOVS, CORLaRe Brak " 
cers pre snip, . The Democrats were! appalled fro 
$ime to time as their om leaders joined the now crussde ameins+ slavery. 
A; mo: at shea Sree Darya aws tie JIsaadeare whig eunporter Vrevioih wars Andece: 

i REX g th ad SOGOU LSB Soi GUN POs Sa £0 SONG Vors:  -ANarey 


H Ra £ 1s win vod Bes Sa arna tig Sacer wn: Ay +, Raynes RF 
e ede ran 3 i?) Rote OR» WHO maa geen ar hse 43 GAL V8 Ea Sf AAMAS 2 2 ON 


= wre 


“FP 3 ee eRe Stee “tie nm Nitsa Tales ae. 4 eee ae at er 
ido Roads loader of the Philadelphia ter, David Wilmot and Galusha Crov, 





on "3 flame + ae Bf pn yve-t? = Wasa nye ne . 4 whe ae at 
uwo. great ieadera of the North,.and J. Kennedy Moorherd, the strongest 





nember of the party in Allcgheny county, A mafority o 











Saatiaaal 





rid 3. FS =? by tan To te Pa BR a . oor 
1 Hiselin, Pennsoylvanie Froeséectionian,.: 207s 
Ae ee Oe ee or ETN ne en ten, CR tes om cape 
- . ies bi: NB i: “aA aed aT P —% ny AE ae 2 P aa Saad 
ats ee 2 ‘ ‘ - ‘ 
October 26, 1856, November 19, 1856s" Pernsoyivania 
- esha i amet RN a Pm ng 


q 
1924, 536-542 


aidaaies 


spetemewey 


<= 


* 


meet Ps og eens © 


oo opty ee 


he pe om 


Ce 


ee 


OTs atin op mwmeos5 


ReaD ot oe 





Se a ae ~ _ ne 
A PN he nr et 5 





















ae ae aa a en —— eee eS ae tet Sah 5 i 
= a - ee: =. : eres ‘ : : 
Ce ; i ; ; ‘ ¢é ” Re. . ’ o e Pa 2 = — eee — a a SSeS aig 
- ween _ s aie 6 we nerd ae. en ee ee oe eee Se eens ko i eeanion Soin bn ry pennant ae a ne nt nn wed i . % Y i : 
anne Nite actin warn ti alt eae es Sh lars Masih a A ns Kitten itl Bintan he nbhaaccowraelesbtar etd anni mila BAG se hings 3 Rb hacet SA an nayetn alas shied ial et SIN Sha, UNG Tats owe PMSA cae. Fe ae 
o ee es 
% ~ Lz ier) + ie ec» ou > Sr ee 
pa ee } ee 9 om oO a} Ka , a {> j 
‘ 4 cs be fe yak } et : ‘ 4 
: ot ~ re w " tye ohh my [4 3 ed rl Se ] 
~ rot Ey zs as «3 a $3 * Bie a O 2 fe 3 ie) | 
oy C3 ca) oo) cs) Be ad m rad a) i re e oO Q ° LS 
ry rey 3 fla he tt at af ff 1 cS £9 Bee, PES “3 tai 5 a { 
py x Ls pict - Be 3 al * * SL Ms wir wad 
~~» Cc 3 oS Gy oO an re Cae! aS fly Cs Oo is i 
ox| aed 4 S cS fet ag S a 5 oO Q ¢ Es rot oy = i 
: a ort ‘Be. a eae eo tn 7) me ta a ray) a ea Co han ; 
rd ras oo a ay) “> Q i m ce) ay) 3 a a rf re 
o¥ he De Q on tt > ets “2 re) ra J aos en} it te! oO Fe 63 ei rd 
Q +5 on = a we rt : : be et i $2 a) 49 2 Oe @ ; 
be ; a He ba) Tea fi s sel » pe! oe re) me ed oO i> end sS Lae) 
© ond - 2 os 5s : Se) OQ rae us| 2) Cra = > C3, 
ah Pes 3 bs sa © 2 Sl o Oy hey Be a res cd © Oo dt isp 
bree | bees PB & cd 1 be La) As) Ws ¢y ra res fuy Ss 
mt o = ha fas) he ti} q ane fa wy : Me 3 ory om >; bois} 
f= a © a3 “= Les} fe) eo] Py es ae opal ree ‘08 SS 63 ie 
t oe 2 ot] K&S oO oad el ts ha ee ti art ‘3 be ist Rt +42 et ba j 
cf + s2 Aes Sf Oo 4 S Si ro a rt ps4 ts SS es 0 fit oO i 
wt a +, © “2 mi m re 1 wy Sd a9 “f $4 ns ee } 
a a vo rast 9 7 12 @ wy 34 a is cm. c g cS i 
+ it m #3 = ce) eS of ber o vot i ow) tl 0) mS nH 3 fo 
a = e S £2 3 +e S Pe} ot oO ca) an tf oO © ty oO 
: ol raid souk f = rS..9 rk Fond oo poet re 1 4 okay 4 
= : < 5 = ts ] ’ 1, fame ae =) ‘a4 eed 43 , is 
5 re Oo 2 oh os 3 Gi tn a a; a: a ee 
¢. r ‘ “ ¥ 
aa _ o Ce 4 rn a ret A) wh re pond et a 32 at © qj Past 
a 3 3 Ofte. & ; See ee 4 og o. a re 
ss 4 we Ss 2g me oS Ue GS “a 7 Of om a ee ee os ie 
cS oo] & Fist vr cr ¢ i3 4? Ger J oO fed o ns oa S fo 2) 
con a 2) S 2 a Q c er) ba a @ id SH Cor ee 
| sS mS a ©) an int ea o 2 “fb ee <y fy std QO pa hea ‘rc = ia 
o : 3 > = 22 Re re} Got 42 w@ ent iy a ro) £4 Sop 
y " ort 4 o > res S 5 5 a bay ) > i 
3S red + ses - & ga a oe e oe 3 Rs ae 3 
co -~ S bs * 9 oe i) a » 0) re word 2) a] we ° 45 Ss i % 
e) vot “b> 3 49) 1h et 5) SI ea fy ' ae } rae 
ta om bt Oo o gg @ | a be Se o a ie ee ° Q Ye) 
oS £2 wm oh ea s cal Cre a wD my ie tet rad ay Ss 5 => (os i. 
~ , é Cat — 4 ee fis Bh ie A > Pome co * re 
oe Ae es ee ee ee. =e er ee ee ee Oe Pe 7 
ote a Q CS Ss rj o bes *¢ ort ve Q> = end ree§ ~s = 
rt *y ; we fe -~ bh. ‘ cA Pe) tee “ea Ze ad LS a pi 
a Ee = oz raat & rat “a oO ad ms 3 on] ef Cj a 
aa = 2) ' a & er oO os re ni 4 25 oO or) be 3 “s at 
. ‘ > pty e} ’ Re “ Had | vy eof v ke rot t 
ot en. ra} si rt © ry ea Ps y > 2 eS = ° ‘ 
ee, i . BO 7 es pa rot i ea =i +E cj Q o co) ed wa : SO 
C3 3 o orf o i) at? m4 “he ) fo. a es oa re) ua i St bose 
3 2 a = er} os O% iQ <2 eS ates eat @ fet a Fy ce ea re) coe G rin 
aa oO me > 4? Qa’ sit ¢i ie) a ee 2) O ha Ke atieto} 
bd ss oa rod ct S o ~t 4 ry cs tos) a a) che! > () Gs 2 a a a=} g 3 
— Ss ~» ¢- © ae om +a ee Fa cs o> fe eet. es Pe cl OF 
Re 7 E on = ~s ue . ood « i oll 
s a) Oy rt 4 @ rj rg « pase Si Q © ) Q Cy Q MH 63 ab £4 
Phy S © oct et col Q fa @ia cs oe Gz a a iy * on - 50 ot s 
ct rer * > nae 3 = ey bk 3 se me ’ Ci vid my Piss! 
ps — rd ct ue =o =] r ep] 9 ted rt @) G) > Sy Cay + or} tal Saf 
. os vos ae @ Lv o fa 7 4 ms hs aa od 4 a oO Ine { stiious 
es 2 od f3 & 4 wo wt et oa “> peu cS tho o 65 | <i 
ial - “4 ow ig : " ord a nm < ray © * ’ 1 a : > 
. 7 8s, 2 od Fe ; a ® Sat ey rt Sok MM ve 4 a ~. ? ol c? e" i el e 
£2, oped © © . So: - .. @ a ot vs} c) fm. ort! i c3 ord r) Si res 
x ia ” 4 9 7) SS wd ie] <3 +5 ii res) fr 9 “2 43 ie Qa +} 
= “I Coe t . at 4 
ia Ss (co) Q oO fs f4 c a ) “I “s © 
.2 . : hee & Fp os tS = 
eG 4 ony S @ ry C3 i +> ag o3 i ° oe os rs Pe ba fq oy SY et 
* Fs ay 4 bs ae 03 = 2 4 4 4 z e : i ~ ae 
ee. er oe Se a ae a a. oe Be a 2 gos #2 ee ae 
~ . 2 Lae Pay —s) “pe 
weet <a tee G, Foo) fi “bay < e 4, a a A ; ra pe tied . a ol Se 
“43 oO te a 5 ont of ie! ee A oS © a S is Wy a oa s 
: we ma i pH FT oS aa) i Cr o> a4 fa C Uo ft. 
“4 bs te} oO & : ct “o ane o ae) toy) et C3 Bo G oe) hd 
8 > ef er} res De £4 ct r ra r = 5 fe “* cc 5 ~ 
ve 4 ca i gS ‘ n : © a ne os $ s a) oom 
3] 4 ee Ls t P 
3 oS w 0) “i S4 Fa oO *b GS os ee “i 2 ay ec wot rel ey «tt 
ad 4 rd g3 arf ) rt faa Di Cong wd c et re} ies © by aged 
a) nes 3 - ‘ t?Z is Cis 4 os <3 fs = S st . 


AG 
ve] 
+4 

Vas 
- 
te 
P 
oh 
9? 
Pp 
“s 
n 
950 
& 
WwW 
a. 
le 
2 
a 
” 
D 
W 


ie 

7“ 
ce) 
Oo 

oe 
a 
3 
he 
as 

Mu 
ale ws, 


UDD 
£ 
1er 
i 


x 
fe) 
9 
©) 

i 

h 
Pal 

a 

r 
or 


ao 
6X: 
mone 
i 
By 
Mi & 
£ 





lly 


nas 


rm ae 


te 


is 


oubt, bu 


4, 


7 
: 
Ld 


mejor 


mA 9 oe 


Ltée 


* 


S were 


ca] 


+ 
vy 


by asl 


esul 
a 


“~ 
we 


yi 


4 


ner 


ys ti 


| 


aa 
ranean had 


Oo 
acl 


t 


43 


Ba) 


4 
a 


Le 


For 
hat 


= 


IGWE o 
© state was o 


ha 


a 


i 


aA 


i. 


1 tt 


~ 
4 


ni 


4 


% was 
6 i 


> 


to hear 
Ww 


mont 2 


oe 


* 
a. 












¥ Cea; ‘ « . ant “ 
si A 
be ‘ 4 5 
S be sa s e BS i w 
> § “a ° ? ns pes at Ss q cS ci 
ot oc) Gs . 4 a ‘ 2 a is Soa =) >) a : 
a a “41 & a tg Cy fe re) Oo a e Pa a e 
h he hes ie et — ont > eo a La fa Oo) Si $4 
one r res : Ces re "s as : 
2 i. a a a ee Pag 
432 Q oO cy a, 2 :s o esi 18) 3 ‘ery rl 
- €! po et “ “> re} Fes.) aie 
oy = = + es fa o + ur aS OQ ‘ a "3 se a: 
o> a 4 ee H  . ia > © & | m 
rm ee % e ) & ¥ Sa "Et rt oD A} 4 
: r i~t > a € c f w orf 
G ox ee ek ee ee. fie a es es te a a 
a po vt oy bt oO 3 Oo ra est oo 
>? ea cy “1? a) t re “h ces ot Q c3 
&4 te) 42 ny os Vn fy et ey, See O re P= : 
MS 5 ita} Q c: a a ns Ds , ns pa . t 
: oe ® rr % re cS S ra re ie | s, en Fa 
Ut 2 Cre 22 42 ted e re C : Sw a) ré) 
rm © o> rn] co) a ° “tot = 45) * @ ry 
+ > tm 42 o a eee eS 7 Seg a fa 
zn} 4 ve é <3 a ; Ls o &. 6 : ib: 
ee «ee, a ne eee ee 2S ae ee 
Use| * a 23) Fi) ha BL ah 3 OQ ae eS sai ‘ 
oO To) Po Q oO ty my 2 Pa ae v 
~*~ E « oF 
ig 3 ra v4 “ © QO ro ct oat o ny oe a a a 
=i “he " not §2 C> ct Loi >. al £ ia = io: 
Ss Tt a ee de ed a a ee ar aie ames. Sale 
oe) @ mH ¢ S fy Q oi Py AS ba vod ~ mt 
ot * , A 4 + 
i) i > > © sed eet nw bog 2 i Jes ene 2 cy 
as rn oe > ee oO t) eal ne 2° b a mh ve +> 
i a o iS a za “a pe o — g 4 i S 
a] b) ee) fut fe Qy ~} > ~ wf Pt : Les | 3 ew : 
‘ = . e] i) a ‘ = : 
x ¢5 a la ad : S Os er D G roa ran 
3 (= et #7) 2 oI 42 . ‘ 
eo oe fee A = & © = ee 3 a c bs 
reg a i 4 ee g 2 rr Ss T 19 Be. * i o er 
a the ~ ve a, ae) Sy . 
aa ct ard Ps a ron} M4 “ re ey Co > e tr- QO a 
Cay ork Fale e> ue ae va 2 ns ‘o> ] et Rp Ce oy 
J é pithy Se Ct fae of Bt ~a ed POI] ry BS 5 " A 
{> cs oe Se4 © 2 Cc ae ct z pe a * 2 rat 
tr oO <3 O ~ on 5 : oS oy - “4 = 2 3 4 od 
t cu pee se - : 4 s 5 > rs 
: 3 Ke 5a K o% a ft Q opal rs “43 vi Me & : 
ce . rd Ps se Ge ep t ‘9 fs re) te a “= 
O pany cnet a) Hp) ee | ret cz en! Cc p> eo baw to Lal o 
ee w =} 2, Qo up oI ut Sal Pa ae = @ ° wo w 
ee ee oe 0 Sa a : 5. ts at s be ie 
Le ey "sy aed Re’ re ai a 7 Gy sca o a ee vl re 
ow“ , 3 ES | 4 a care r ° r 
~ 5 sud q | i * os + oi ve af pe 4 3 
a : , ’ ua e - Pat ra ~ ‘ 
; a Se: a “ees Bae a et GO SS Se a Sa ae Oe 
a : a a ee a s eee - ae 
~~ te ce) a 6) 2 re * © o9 . ot rt 
oe oe ra s Tog = eo oS te o Dp 43 
3 3560, os ie - fy cm es « Q 
& er - oy “ -{ > LF atl (eed ot Pe} te SI “1s fy r=! 
bs a rae, pod t, ¥. mal | aa : 5 | ¢ od ~ 
a 3 ~ f mt < cc a « a a z Md hel 1 
cs ry ing ie * ce ot 3 oe ee bs 2 ges £5 3 
Ss { os % oy , Ss com ta " ae es as | re) & 
wee ons on Les &, e 5 2s ot <3 
© no] ea | U2 ms " a ex 4 AS w ri © a4 
as . bs as a a re os ae Va & me 
tv y 4 he ay 2 oa Oo eee ry my. a aS ort > cl 
QO ft a eae, en, ay a. oe Te Bers cs 
) ba = mos cf fa a R a at Se, > 
. So oe a aes ” z 
“ 41> oO © re s fat = a fd S fa ed S © 
rat 2 Pig eS 4 A re ie) > s S 
( So m” 5 ve ct RA a 
" a reed ES oe a 4 ‘ vt ia) fet (94! 
i a vy ae oO 3 to ad J mt Ee F » 
: @ 1 
Qo 38) $2 a Pa 4 ve vo " ct rt 3 
¢. t ‘ i om est ie re of = ” 
| ort = ~1m ta vot fy ‘ant Fe at es mn ~*~ si fen) fie] 
2 % te be Ne | a < 43 cs St 5S ct 
4 , “i to He : « 
ia. 8 a — s @ a ro ee Be > es. o te © 
toa ro; Fa) . \: Gees ey @G cS Dra rel set 
Le) a eal o 3 > } a m4 : mt 
me Vw feu wey 42 i 38) © by $ a) = o oi Lend 71 =p 
un 3; CRE 48 ef a eS ‘ = ms mo- fo ~~ 6 
pes aes it ink, Gee oR o, a Se ge “a @ a Fa mes 
o rt $a yal reg be 2 fs a Go ro Q fe 
A = ' Saad aad tae a7] oO ct 


LE LC LT MC DOIN Ct ES COANE Os TAN a enfin nacre tes nfs cei ~~ 
= ~ 


S76 


24. 
Ts 


page 


“1 
Sees ote 


5 


~ 


ites Re 
2Lay 
Own eaeawe 


ees 


ze 


. 
hel 


Shete Wt 


14) 


50 8 











2 ‘ — Saati ie Ae i RN eS » x elie ascites. Vi " 3. ¥ e. 3 4 , Ss ° Siler 
e Aint Nathan in ni a Io milena enlist sabe Siete in li Lhe kelp. Tile athe eel Ricainrs Keane wakbnebn ws alia 
: 'r rae “~ 
P. cot c ¢ o ct pi vi 
Set x . n 
n> oF, c 3 4 i pe @3 cs be 2 fo ri } 
rae) a x a eee ae eC _ 9 a, a >. eee ; 2 
oO “> on} Re he mat se ~ 2 a ad ay od Ec od EN me no 
Se ee ee re >. Po On BP SS ee re a re ye 
Sd ery pH “3 rot ra } ° G Wo s2 hears ry 1 rot gE: et Q s < os 
ot o Pe] ed ot on d = Br rey ot oO qs 42 ~~ Lesa ] vert 
bas ae o aes Pom S, be 3 von 7 Ww a) G4 OQ te o 
bse [4 ‘ wo: im eet = r 5 oe] C bs, . ro ei C4 
5 z B red ty w a psa: i C rae » ; z - r - Gy <f-? r=f G rae 
? he ce) @ * t ki x ta ~t v ¢ (ap) Co) in rent af oe 3 
p 3) 1 &® a 5 tn d a 4 = oa ae ‘, 5 ? & one 
3 a ‘ el (aa) r iy = a : Cog poe : : 
ed ange = A eel oe eee eee 3 2 ‘ 3 ack m6 ee # & © 
e 5s oe = oO ae aoe ee ee Re em er eee Gee re 
tee ee ee et he a he ae eee Pee & e. ae ae ee 
= Fx se" St + o ext a2 ns ne ~s aa me © ite RQ S oo ¢ tL 
= tet e-} ra > 7, " vet sae Lay ¢ ry 7 = 4 2 q 
a; YY : ‘ me od tt "i a C Oy bs rl a 
ros esa ; > ort 3 =] i 53 : : “ 2 G at ped rt r$ - : 2 
aa : as © O° ed ‘Ss isa —~ apt he > rte a res aa 5] Gong Oo fore QO er re ka 
aie ry 33 ~ DD 5 s : ra Pry 2 fas © ap? c ais! ets : Oo ~ Fe) ot 
© et) oi ec] 3 lege = ™ = “+3 oa 3 bt ors 42 = i zt oO +> ec 
oe ee ee a a ee eS SD ee See ones = gion Ee ne tp 
| so ey - is - a ae x = ~ ce ta ¢ - e. ef = a rm GH Y 
“ee ~~ Lens 5 > apd “ ay i E tn ~ 5 
& ° oe ee = Q Rea ~ a Re = i 2. ae Fis 
= on < = age. 20. bs se ee ot el e e HO oe 
Ss eo we RE a es ey Bi Ne Mie te Re 2 ee ae ae 
we ry 2 rc - A eo re ~ 
“Pa, SS Ci ase cit ay) 5 C8) : ers * ie "tl oO o) nS 3 et “ =e ce a 
ry 4 8) = +? Gn: ae Me S i re =e ad wt oO an “ : on va © 
iF bs a eee “ae rm fe RO Sey ee i eee 2 mee 
a “ oh : = ; a eS = > e 3 
it so = a oe aj tn ir = ao es re $s G we 7] rm me * 5 ws = 
rt ue) o 20] ct oO es * = pe) te t 5 er] i ~ i ea Bee te S oo 
ree co ras ce 3° = Re EMR fx, a) a o3 : ps SI rol fe oan ct 
1.5 + x rr ini £3 g) ae] ert uy ee) sed © © ef rape) > 
a oy & ee) ort ee € is ~ Sey ce) ¢ rt, 5 ce S ; bas 
£3 Ss tr} - Ley a bred +) Cog ¢ {7 Fee] "i 2 he io] oJ) ie {> 
be se ee ie Sag: “3 } oh age eae a areas is) 4 mS 
| a 5 - 2 > nis) ¢ oO si 2 ' i 4 Cet wn vee] © ra © a 
| sei ee eee ae ee Me ees a ie Sue ofan tee” Mine eae ee 
2 ' oS oS ct cy “ eee a & x 3 tres} . es 
Oo ct oa = © 2 aed 3 £3 er} ©) 13 <— aK = ee ot 104] at er] 
on] fs ro] ‘ a 4 ise t pe-* ai oO ee: ees er tr ar, 2) Se ce MS 
a = ‘ am re 1 wr :. : e hes Si “> va) = ; re yi 
pe, of ty -j ran) C foe, % Re eS I ean - bg Lae > fas © 
: J > 5 iS sf A wy 2 : Se 
>? is) rom fy G > =! . er 5s @ g tu4 fon re) rae acd : hia Pate Ls fa 
ork ae so) an " {2 - ie o et 2 7 . " ep] Be = aa ~ iv tS bm 
§ pe eri ‘ ~ ~ > — — pea 
=A 4 ve mS aad ari <q opt o eS i. Laat ~ fe «3 42 ha ‘ = 
r “4 a Q o we a es ee Gi. af. oO rot [ae 2 e 
Sn ee Fe eo & fe ee? eS Oo OL . Ae oS mee 
_ a> 3 ‘ . ++ Lo oer ~~? aie, ee oe es re . 4 
° rh * A : ms oa ; by ca : ; a - 
oe ee See ee te Oe OR a fae 2 
sd eu (2 y © o ‘a xo. eet ba a] Sint oe ct S35 oF, as 3 ~ on Ce) 
eS Sh 4 ) re) ct a os oS SS ee aris: . tet oy oe nee d ei fe Oo orl = 
f, eae ee ae te: a rea sane ees i, a he 
° «- ! mt “3 ro) ie * y a5, os : 
be ig se. 40 ie i Gm pa Se ee 
ae a et Pe ra =) ie a ore ee ame © ree Ss 
ioe, hee ee ae a a ee) Se en a tn et Be a “ee °o 
Q Q r a ® . ele © . © - ea ‘ ‘= ~ 9) se rm) tr 
& ot ~ con C2 er at a x 3 © e4 ter Ae) of rae ¢ - 
ot Leap) oj arms PS 5 4 c oan ky c> Las “ apd re f : ee be + 
ce = G ee oe Bs ge @ oP - MA = ae: 2) 2 rt © 
on Pe os rest @)> QO 4 (es os pen o ae ay ~ ‘ 
~ cq ct s «4 a oO a eae Oo rai, as “& eet ‘ to OQ 
42 oe! C- oo 3] rey @ rap) Gh = ne © Ox, ot —~ com ot 
: £ oO tet es la Otek ee 3 5 oP See Bo OM ee 
% * wo srt gk! e aah oe = - oo. a eB : . r + 
o a5 oo 45 ms es a s=! Gu Lreer} Gy x! a 42 QO ha > 
ae be © rs : m 34 : Db; > «3 pm = 
voi < i ras! r-} a es ms Ex ns ba " i eB Ins, er! 7 op] rey (1 oO 
w Ret ey © & , Les +2 w aes 5 ret (bs “ x c) rep) tes Pst , 
ro ae ae ee: ae ty a A a eo ee ee eee ere fs 
a S e re © ra Do FE a > ge oe i t3 = = me 
Lee & ri G ¢ , ba ~ "> GS. oy : : a 2] ca 
ei on ie) Fart ted tC cy Ci, ee oy re af es se 4 o em C4 ~ D 
= 2) Qe fe - = er i cs ‘ 
Oo ¢ oa ~ i a reo f Ca) > ; a ry © ord aie 
a 2.25, Ws z ba OS gk, eee ke OR we a ee wt 
~t boat o <> o> <s Ss ed ie ae e ae ine boa ost eS . as 
os oS © a9 5 Oo G ot oO et cat BE +42 Fes} ot e S — O 
a -- a y : ‘a c 
oe A ee we tS Sa ce te HB & Be Se b op fm “fo = §5 
who ~ ot © 8 te A gee as a ees c 
03 a fan oS $ ; 3 : ‘ S% oy 
[<) 1) “yf fi 4 a Pe z 
~ cS eri ae 





Shy 1, 208, 265, 289., 297, 


My 





TIO 
eee 
———_ 


> ATES Sra 
TT 

ne eat 

nee 


7 ne 











SO ge ki ow Bs ” v 
Maem pee weaie ait 5 <a uhye ? 6 * ay Sh 
moe Wate ’ = 
=. Sram « " i 
oe sasieeraienesten amenities aoe aa — . 
q ” Sadia tah nbd 2d icc Biba sakico Hh tat Biase oESAbi i Se * . 
S 2 a 5 cy et aS Bite Oi de ta bibs Ba, wacnige te Ske SESS pees See th - 
5 =! 4 a rer bs ‘ So a . Ses 
+ 4 “+ " - " . Ae ae ae ‘Z 
ge ye rd “3 ee cs a ay) ~ 3 OF Ok ne eee | 
PA ee ee oe bs Se. ¢i =-F e , 1 a Bh ne da acm 
Toad * Cag 3 « 7 = > eee 
ite os uy ) : es a t vg , 
~ © A ret s ven Is ina ‘ es 2 ters ct 
oo ie a oy ad ow : [ oe} 4 Ae Cc se « 
‘ i Ura | Per = e . : as : ) S? cy 
Rel ts ert Fe es } 4 sy ae 
4 Le) ¢ ‘ ” . 
6 af red cA “ t) 
Ly sie ¢ 
(a, ae ov Ls, ! 
hs * { 
Sy be 


¢ 
é 
ie 

















"3 
re) e ee ae as 
© r3 coon : wt =a 
ra) = <! e as a 5 o 2 3 ; 
@ ol +H rt os reg iP eo ‘ oe ty 
my ¥ QD GQ Pe : =) mo Poy a ~t DS; e s 
oO c C : 2 = v = @) x o a fs 
o © et 4m = : t Ss Ex ~ ae f4 ert 5a ~ 
a = Cc 40 4 o ~ ik Cx. £5 ip ae ms ti ct ¢ s $- 
a 0 0 o ri 3 > ae # a ra lacs a 0 (oars Oe 5 
os C: Lai oO SS 4 vl a3 ae © 4, a ret sai C4 ees rea & oe) roa = Q H 
~ . : a ¥ rae 5 a : eS Fiaie 
=o SE oO f: 4 & Nae oe 0) oi m9 ; a fo) © rh 4 ow Sy eet 
© Lv sa) - u aad leas Co 5 e? 1 weg Lisi a 
q oc 2 te bee Se See cee eee ee a ho ei bt : 
AS Lael aH Fe oe) ei o PY che) P| oad a “= £ S ’ os e 4 ~. 
ne Oo es By mt Y = a i we 2 “4 £, vex £3 Ce: @ (es QO 
rad oS x ver Poa 2 ei : = rot Mie wo es Oar z $ ; fs < 
me] eri. oor} et oe o~ be ay nang ie to _ le : pan 3) res] wt r5 O A ‘ 
be oS = re a en Y > ry pS a od i es = to 7a ees 
fae are iF et “4 > ; : : o Prt b bis an 
= nd : : a0 -. { et ; C : ; b>» e 
: ‘ aa oe es s SS G ho & a Te Gas 
se Ny 4 «pt 1 eae apt os az >. won x8 a7) 4 aot si ra ite 
~ ‘ ) ce inal ct 5 tae Lun see | “ €> ae rw) ; oO 3 
& . ae Er oF) ret paid oo] cia iis Prin sect ct oO > i 
ors 24 ra , et et it re an c ‘| weet “a (>) et ae po = a3 
4 2 ont ce Ss ie oO F te Cit s Sia eet : oy a . rs oot a : i 
a o. 2 = S soe. S oe ee ele BS eee qo ose Ae 
Se Se b e =) - ~ ‘ ; 3 a 
%3 s: oO e Ae et oe Pp Pe o* ra = ina — a m Sr wate 1 
3 eee ear toe ge ee thi a ae ae Lh eek Se 
T> , os +e aod ae Last “i to = Ste rae) oe @) tos a = “4 ts i 
aS i> mS =a a al is at nw? fon) a m2, Pts Le G as 4 ay ia i 
ray th es es a ~ {3 “oy my a & a io 3 5] 3 ra} 6 ty whe OQ > fae 
: 5 ; : ; f : aes ms “ : . tig: s 3 i > 
t) 42 ‘s 2 “a ey q - a oe = z a © Q i ae, 
: ¢ 2 = i : : % a. ‘ i re a 4 
a o2 orl a) Ww he ; ve 375 Las eh} 6 ) tf & ee ‘aed ia] ! ort a a) “f i s G ‘ 
© 3 m ea ra as 7 a ry ites & = © “9 © ref ic tt 4 4 
+ pay Or aa - ; re " oy < se 
‘ t3 ri . ' ; 
= s ta eo a) w ng “7 “> & ) ‘ ion ae = apd A 
: o Q oe i 3 ha © t a os 2) “st Pay bs <4 5 Se Win oO 
S “4 wad ci <A e *. a re : 4 oy re Lo 53s be Q © re a ws oo © 
Sp ee et ro Cy a o ae 4 t c4 eae a 4 : ted tet “x ag 
=. ead wm) Q - , 6.3 i K az! cs a) fd “et eri é ry © ? 
tS ald) ee) ea 5 a2 4 wel re (i a as ae) ¢ o 2? 
Lar oo “4 e : > ry * <4 te et ra) , 9) “ ‘- be } 
opt =a bas a o pie = si om z4 ‘ Sa ; plea Pad a (a “i © hy 0? a } Pi 
= 2 ~ ~ “ee ee rh) ps 5 rs “ ‘= om : 
sp] ~ — . Usa be ee) = ip ots r Pare 4 $4 of © 
ee ’ > . is D = ed 6 a, wt sot oO = = = va) © ; © on) 
4 e ov - ra Lud oO 1 +> ah 4 Sere Y Pah ~ oo co 
— Oo oe ant a = oes 3 . . ' fy ‘ oo ie © ee qa 
33 Co ee ee oe ra = 2 ct ia pubes 4 f go = 
Se cal es L rach s at or ct be * J .t = 
ved ba ort se f rt 4 ~ iS = in ag ak ot in Gs py Be: Ps a ade) se ey Ar: 
os oo? S me) = : = G a) s ms © ve: 9) fs nf cs ra) sa @ ras) . 
C3 fe © = Ss os ad ate) ie t ini eet ‘iia ct reek ie Ce a she oe an ert 
A Lyd) par) ei tes «> = n-2 fi ra £ C4 tes ris} Aa “4 a are ai eal 4 rl 
a “3 La a] if oe re) =m a) j oh et om at = “> pd o 7 a “ Bs - 
Pl t ay oO es 7 F ? La c: —_ a ve. Ae) c. © +: , ) Es 4 
Hs ie eee SS C.F Seay eons “a Saree ee Spates eto ~  § ot 
ce) . 4 a 8 ae ie on = = ha . na ra it e re 4 ; : aay 
ne ° Pos a ES , ora % 4D B) . © 33 bo ¢ * ea) : 3) £ 
fice ont at a a? ks fae ’ - c i Bt al Co s © s bse i) “4 
& ad ? me a ” {> 4 4 @ teow 
2 a i os a] @ e ee ee “9 As Pe me Ke a < © 43 a aa 
7) a | © © eZ & st m fn on Sey c j <4 ri Ss @ $3 of sist A, ed Ge ee) 
+3 pe Ly 4 es on oe an} oO ms G &4 ™ a) 4 - ew « ise Q ee ea) @ 
¥ a if a : rr : i ae es ; ; 
ra Ging cae S b ot ies ey es % he Q) at 3 3 oan > ue > 5 
rst .) ee S CQ i fie at Re cD) ¢ ‘ oy! rk Pike one D oO 53 a = an 
. 3 teed oS G3 © en GS 2 iS is oo > eed ‘. m5 ia ed ne 2 ea 2 ot a Sh 
‘ : 2 4 : g ' 3 y 
i aes zs - ee = ee ¢ es o a | ay toe ra aod a 8 <4 SR oo Bes ~ | 
ey Ge [SS 7) ; 2 = 2 ? Cc: 4 ayst ~) rap ae QO ee oO te = pa =) tsi cost 
<5) oa mS a) oO = Sa ct i) or at ; r 4.9 my a] Ys ; 4 c 9 os © = 
c = 53 o i< raat 2 $ 5 +) a ay ze iy BS us ad ce ° es i sia mis a 
Pas ee o es p> O ~ ; i oe rs Se =) re ai os a7 rie S 
ot sa $f Le v4 £3: i4 ea Lem) € Pu : [ Rot O & 
me oP: ter ese eB. Be gs tes i Lege ee ee a+ @ @ 
i paced (0 ae mad y 2 ~ a 5 ee § ro a 
f= aS ~ ra a © 2 , “= wv ie m 4 ye . 4 7 re) ‘ vo) 
ty oe = Loe oor boa a: Aap © @ tv ae “9 Cay} © 4 rd = x oO 
> ral so 3) es eae ee ra - re ge ab O a 3 a a) - te 
e 2 pl & ee] Five tent Ey Be =f ., e- ot rol Fa 3 Q te Ms Rr c a} 
ire a ord o ct ; £2 a ; © je io ed a Sid 2 : rr} y ‘ { = 
“4 ad © pe ti3 Pe ey . 3 es rae Pa . 63 : cl 
D at = — ak 4- wr oy «> : bee won SS ph © ae par nn Pe j rm 
ee} < S cS ae G Oo t5 2 et ny b ti S C4 $4 3 & a 23 2 rs 
a © nn ne ns o > =i 5 ce ae © iB i be ae 
© 42 > wy aed CS ft st Pa ct ~ i fie os us ot > ot & “a Ene 
ven! + wt = 
vt bg = tw 2) ral © o rd or! aj? is “ties = OQ 4 es a 
: re) 3 od wy 
ee) «> ca ee apt pis oo @ «mf O ted iad ree) 
es a> “co nee a st ad i > ord wm 
K Ley a9 ems q) A ” pa 4? o 
= a) ey oO ey re re "SS 
Os ee oO (oa ra) 
: 24 Q ct os 
Q> = co as} 
- a2 
+) 





or aa 
fant 
~~ eee yee ee ee 
ee ee ee a 














> 


fii number of factors combined to relerata the ite to a m+ 

nor place in’ Yenacylvenia politics after.i1851. An cra of nepali UApras 
cadonted industrial ond arriculturel prosnerity lesting from 1854 to 

the advent of the ranic of 1057 hod sarved to rob the protectionists of 


their most effective argument, Thero also had beon a proving conviction 


tint higher duties were owt of the question and that a revival of the 





5 OMIiLA F Lent bring etiiy Varco Yeyt 3 a " rt ay oe os 3 Apes +e tra ta 
i SOLS 2G eee i & 2 Po Sods LS We 5 QUGLGBs a tx ¥ lOLWOLVS 5 C0 OFS Be by 4 § vx A4 Ua. OYS 
2.1 2 — Ae a re at | > ts sr fen pueiie ate “ 1 5 Soa “ 
of the whig perty had Loft the oretoctionists without lesdershtio and 
f 
rs ; Bis ae oF PDR | os NE Rage er hss tet ty irene’ : 
had bO Weve the Denocr 2 convention tict the issue hed boon 
R a + 7 a ae Sie a ad ad eee om < - 
beps olive larrcely by prefesstenal coliticinns, As t elonent tonro- 





tere 


wi} ES pale Te ah See Pe: Mee ia ae Aen an 2K ys ee ae “te 
Tarily Look BP UNG ONCs=CatTIGLic ena the ant3- slavery 















- ee ee 5 - . . P 
ara as, rey : en en Me Eh v Ieee APARNA eA Stk tir el Ty < 
woo Pv we Coco sat rar ite PAPE ice nila 70. hs Ae eye Pur Sot= 
Aya dt VR ¢ Pate my ay ee A VWaneces) spac =r Ree. OM SDs Re tele ead ewetert erent ae nf - ms de 
7m Use J alah oe 7 Ue eb sas ae SN I es ey ote bl wt ne 7K) Pay . P a | ee . Wey the BY Wis 
SS aoe Ny 1 ape bt . . 3 4 74, 4 e B 
OM wer Has aed oll tae - “798 - = =a-! Pa ‘ , & ols aja a Pf t ‘ 
TALL WA aes VS BS ee Sa vie 3 a Bake Tee ein Wd sue cE BES <5 2 > CEG Vi a re: f AT os pL ORLA 20 eas 
> 3 2 *@ ed >. ~~ 7 - ‘ 
AVES cere CANE e ehiee Delay as Tapia see ‘ fe aes . an BAe se, | a 
Congreso durins this period were obliced to asauma a purely defensive 
” * 
> 
x ae MES. - @ 
‘eae: st re] » a asa 2 * 
Reh epee | Pavan ie eee xa). sa tas's ace BAe NSP cs ee § 
SE uCe SRP OON Os. EOVErAE weRnits ung eas eo Sako VES Rew Ss 
J 3 s jee oO we Rtn «! Veli 
3 3 
proeipiteted ia £ Meee ne Sar thin iehadinn Inot c 
: t rh 7 py 1 
Loh SEL o ua uty Ese me § POULLULCS wy big. CaO eo BeaQo 34} EHO 
RODUDL j BERT eend? irl i f PA tor row OLTIOL 4 wa VOR? esa oestisae te . j- 1s 
fhe Laas So hae 3 ke ee ae SER ASE Re Sete et s UV pe tse Gt? Rig Vo to u pon Gio 
Tm , > awe . aA Vitae . : 
RG a + ic (ols 4 3 BAG FE vers ne was PUM fee sein OA + i ws hanes in wap ete = 
Lire Aox ie AP. Pay BES mL Ee BES 5 are Pe Pe Q =i ta De ALE x Et ok a9 ESE S eae fa L ce PSE Pe eae ed rele (bs 5.4 2.5 
- s ql > ® . 

\oninotion cffor’ a0 <i Dearneassata sae nepnat . : ‘ Y 
rhe ; wud Mies eS : are 3 Gre ete mee WA pas akc nie piecd Sal ane e me 
FLOM fad ae poe 4 Ne & wien ol od CPN wn ite whet Reh Gee ee 4 GLvor la Baty sO Pahoo og wil 

: 4 . 
tac £ tyagr annnanante 7A wie rgegny Ad a k 
inconsistonciss of thet opponents, The Republicans attometed to meko 
- a 


z ~ x . < ag wage at 4 4 oe fae 3 * =. > 
the issues of slavery ane sectionclian Goramouns ond clithoucn thea praie 


of 1857 brolto three Wooks | 


c* 





= ie “+ ae ey We ees 
eYore the CLOCCLON, TOV 


wanes. 














Re ee ce ee et 


93 Uisolin, Pemicvivania Protectionism, 230 334, 235 


| 
ee aN PO iret Cn renee NY 6 a at FIRS HW we eee) Je 





;. 
: 
i 
{ 
. 
: q 
{ 
ia 
‘ 
i " 
H 
> 
' 1 
' i} 
f 
' 
be i 
t ; 
: ; 
i 
4 4 
; ’ 
t 
t 
t 
} 
{ 
ft. @ 
§ @ i 
Fr : 
} 
mn 
} 
: oe , 
; 7 
‘ 
t 
we 
wes 
> 
eS 
: 
H 
} 
, 2 we 
; : 
f 
fe yt 
— 
t+ Z 
} 
¥ 
\ t 
5 1 
i 
? 
t : 
‘ 
i 
‘ { 
ry 
: i 
¢ 
e q 
; Ba! 
} « 
: , 
; 
? 
: j ‘ 
ter II 
5 | 
ha 
E 
Ss 
i 








cae ear 


1667582 45 
‘m the election of October 13, the Democrats were completely 
successful, They elected their enndidetes for governor, canal commis- 
siousr, and supreme judge, and carried both branches of the legislature, 
Packer, the Democratic nomines for Zovertior, carried the state with a 
plurality of 42,751, The Know-Nothing vote fell from 82,202 for F&ll- 


more in 1856 to 28,132 for Hazelburst, their candidate for governor in 


1857. One-half of these were cast in the city of Phileds iphia, Weny 


of the more pronounced pre~slavery Know-Nothings voted the Democratic 


ticket and in all the old Whie counties where they possessed strength 
they gave local victories to the Democrats, Wilmot, how waver, in the 
Light vote of an off year polied 146,136 votes, or within 1,200 of the 


vote pollsd by Fremont tho yeer before. Althouch his protectionist prea 


tensions faiisd to carry conviction, it is impossible to eveluates ths 
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the protectionist and the anti-slavery issues, 
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Yelative importanes of 
The werekness of the Republican cause in Philedelphia was deronstreted 

by the vote of that cliy where Wilmot received but 10,003 votes, which 

was less than ono-feurth of the total vote cast in that city, Yet the 
eempaign had achieved all the Republican leaders had hoped for. They 

had accomplished ths nomin ation of Wilmot in order to fores the Know= 
Nothing party to stand slone, They had fought the campaign upon a high 
Republican plane, and the Know-Nothing element had made a public exhie 
bition of iieet aciaoe an The Know-Nothing party was practically eliminatad 


as a political factor in the estate and the campaign left 44 with. 


out a future as a distinctive political orgenization in either state 
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end cordislly coaporated with the movement, It was doemed expedient, 
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howevor, to change the nomes of tie organdzetion ag mony of the oli 
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Knowslothines nad some reluctanca sbout comin? to the support of the 


“Union” party opainst which they hed battiod eornestly the yoar before. 
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When the convention met, Vorton MelMichnel p *no headed + 


[~~ 


delegation offered 2 rosolution decler: 


presonted the peoplo of every ooliticeal fr 


effonsive policies of tha Demeerntic nationscl sdministration; the title 

of the ualted opposition should be ths "Poonle"s Perty",° The resolu« 

tion was recolved with cheers sud virtually sll the former Rnov-Nothinca 
Me movement, Thus the campaiom of 1858 opened with 
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People's Party elected gixty cight of the ono hundred embor tne 
iouse Of Representatives, whereas tho Donocrata had won sixty oicht 


goats tho yerr before, Tho sweepin™ cheracter of the revolution of 
1858 is still more cloarly manifest in the results of tho conpression= 
al elect? Lon in which the Democrats clected but three of the twenty 

: 60 
five members es contrasted. with fiftcen tye years before, 
the defection of Forney; whe had conducted Buchene on's came 
paign in .1856, charges of infidelity and corruption, dissatisfaction 


yee de Bar goes aj ee era rae eg ye dee BY *. car ae es 
with tho Kansas policy of the acministration, and the tariff issue, 
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61 
ug any ection, 


1859 was an off year, but most of the contests in the stetos 
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Worth and South wore very carnost, Vihnon the camsniom opened it was 


woll understood that ths vertoue sindorn of opposition to the Denocrati 


2 * 2 


party included an overwhelming majority of the American peoole, © The 
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in 1860 if they maintained their victorias of 1954 during the off year 
of 1859, They had unfurled their ew baanor ia adi the northorn statos 
except Indiana and Penns 
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ali tha verious shades of opposition in the Bente, but at the seme timc 


taught the leaders the prest usceseity for Aiscrotion tn directing and 
holdins together the none too homoseneoue forces throuch the Campa Lp 
cf 1859 in order to essure the otote for the Reprebdlicans in 1660, 
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ine Psenie SLAG CONVENGAM Met early Im the year and was 
an assembly of ropresontoative politienl leaders, Allo walkoande irstood 
teat the sreat tesk of the gonvention wes to maintain the unity of! the 
opposition end to crystellize it fer the greasy nationel battle of the 
Pollowing year, The candidates for the offices of auditor rensral and 
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battle thus was rade hopoless for the Demoeretea 
There ‘were no stete iseuss upon which the Domocrats coukd teko 
@ hopeful stand, The continued agitation in 


efforta of the Domocrntic netionnl administration to 


constitution upon the poopie, an ovorwholmine majority of whem were 
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of over 17,000 in each cess, Fleven stata sonaters were voted for #2 
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thern wiatee which hed held elections thet year voted decisively 
against the Democratic party, In the South, too, the opposition made 
great inroads against the Democracy, The results of the slection made 
clear to ali that anything approaching a united opposition would be able 
to elect the governor and carry the state for president in 1860, As 
Elselin points out, "For the firet time in its history, the Democratic 
party of Andrew Jackson had failed to rally from defeat and had lost two 

65 


consecutive elections", 


This election also was destined to merk the end of the Deno- 


fete 


cretic party*s long domination of Pennsylvania politics, In spite of 
the doubtful nature of the protectionism of the party, it never had lost 
two elections in succession during the preceding forty years, This no 
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doubt was dua to a lerva oxtent the superior leaders 
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vip of the party 
as well as to the spirit of disciplined loyalty engendered by the Jacks 
sonian tradition, There also were fow slections during this period in 
which the teriff issue was clearly and convincingly dram. In meaice 
the fact that the Whigs sclemnly essured the voters each year that ths 
fate of protectionism was devendent upon the outcome of the current 
election, the argument lost its effectiveness from reiteration, Yurs 
thermore, the few Whig victories had not producsd tangible results in 
the measure hopsd for and the elmost unbroken Democratic control of 
Congress during this period geve the leaders of that party the more ef- 
fective argument that Pennsylvania must look to them for any modifica. 


tion of the tariff, They took care to point out that agitation for 
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froe railroad iren come not from the South but from the Northand Vest, 
Thus tho inacrent strearcth of the psrty enabled it to survive in spite 
of its rether dubious attitude upon the tariff, Buchanan, hovoverm had 
observed ne onrly as 1052 that the tariff was making Pennsylvania an very 


close state politically; but eli went well until the »anie of 1857 pro~ 


enl rovolu- 
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cipitated protectionist sertiment and braurht ebout a volit: 


tion of for rereching significance, FPennsylvanie crotectionists 
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a foneral upward ravision of the duties. 

five days after the stata election eceurred John Brovwn?s raid 
upon the United States arsenal st Herpsris Yerry, Virginia, Nine of 
bia Poaicers wore killed in ection, five were captured ot Herpor’s Ferry ; 
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remrotted it most was the man who knd enotured hims 

The ontire country wes desply impressed by the John Brown 
tragedy. Most of tho people in the North, irrespective of perty, had 
no sympathy with what thoy recerdod as werfars wased in an effort 
foree slavory inte Kansas in opposition to the wishes of the people of 
thet territory, This feeling was intonsified by the wanner in which 
the Governor of Virrinie dealt with the Joba Srown case, Ue summoned 
tho militia of the state in. srand wilitary array and mds the executions 
® spectecular evont, A wiser cours: probably would heve been to heve 
regerded them simply as mad “cn end to have commuted their vunishrent 
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to life imprisonmont, By taking the course he did, hea aliensted the 


sympsthy of tho North as well os much of the respect of the Sowth, 
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On December 5, three days after John Brown had boen hanced, 
the Thirty-Sixta Congress assembled in “eshineton, As no party had 
majority, it was vory evident thet se contest over the speakership was 
inevitable; and that the excitement aroused by tho Harpor’s Ferry 
cident would bring to the fore +} 

Oa the first ballot for speaker, the Republicans divided bo- 
tween John Sherman, of Chilo, and Galushe A. Grow, of Pennsylvenia, 
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Grow hed been nominated by Thaddeus Stevens, but 


whon the votes wore announced, and the South concentrated 4] 


Of Guerinan, Whe Was anathome to thom bsoceuso of tris endorsement of the 
Ropublican camppisn edition of lHolper’s Inmondinr Orisis. Per oight 
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sonetoriel end representative district. Cameron had about eighty 
delagates who were plecged to sig him for tho presidency, whils 
Curtin had about the same number pledgod to him for governor, Although 
Cameron and Curtin had cpposed each other to the li imity, there wars a 


number of men who regarésd Curtin ea the most available candidate for 


governor. and whils they wero illing to serve Cameron in sny movement 

for his ow advancement they were unwill -ing to desort Curtin in doing 
4, 

SO. 


There was much opposition to Cameron in woes tern Pennsylvenia. 


The Pittsburgh Cormercial Journal declared in favor of John M, Read of 


big 


the supreme court, LMMany believed Read was the strongest man the state 


— v8 


could precduce on account of his private c character, his devotion to the 


% 


osition, ¢ 


principles of tha Op 


a 


s well ag his ability and popularity, 


: "d 
B 


Some of the New York Republican papers early detoctsd in the Cansron 
movement an alliance of Republicans with the Know-Nothings in an effort 
45 

to drive Seward off the track, 

immediately following the organization of the body, and be~ 
fore any othor business could be introduced, Morrow B, Lowrie, of Erie, 
proposed that the convention consider the nomination of Cameron, 
It was a clever move, aimed to Prevent the disappointments and vex] 
tions of the unsuccessful candidates for governor re influencing 
the choice of a presidential candidate, The friends of Curtin 
Promptly took ths floor and attacked Cameron with great energy and 
bitterness, Thomas Marshall. of Allegheny, declared he could pick 
ene hundred wen in. Pennsylvania whe were head and shoulders above Camere 
re-set ng ater fae a cage a ON TO 

44 IcClure, Old Time Notes, I, 390, 391. 


45 North drovicen, Di December 10, 1859; Public Leder, December 10, 
1859; Pittsburgh Commorogal ae na as December * 7, 1859, 
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tioral Convention. Tf asked them why they did not 
defeat my resolution that was still pending before 
the Convention, and they frankly informed me that 
they hed not done so because they had not votes 
enough, They saids 

"You want Curtin for Governor, we ae Cemeron 
for President, and we sre here, with the knowledge 
and by the advice of Cameron baat ele to adjust the 
aiffi culty on the basis of giving Curtin the noml- 
nation for Governor.” 

ZL told them thet as thay had come from Cameron 
I ecortainly must sonfer with Curtin befora I could 
propose to accept any defi ae si he bie sl and we 
adjourned for en hour. I immediately hestensd to 
Curtin'’s rcomg locked the cone told Se of the sit= 
vatien and osked hia to-f0 over the list of dele- 
gates and oscsrtain hoy many men we had who sould 
be roe Lied upon under ell circumstances to support 
him, we found 9 nemes of 65 ¢n the tise who could 
be relied u uson t sich oy Curting and ZL proposed 
that the nesotintions with Camsron’a representatives 
should require thera te voturn to use 10 delerates 


ted 
vee 


“g 


th 
o 


ow % a nh Pee 1 ’ toa 
1 tor Gut et, Lika Ws. We had Haey 


wno had been clec 

taken frown us by ears i suggested to.Curtiny 

es a compromise broposition, that 7 should agree 

to modify my resolution to authorize the delegat 

in tho convention oa any racer ssional distric 

i decide for themselves whether they would namo 
s of 


‘* 


t 
slecntss to be chose fai the Aianiiaie gals er wheth= 


er they would refor tho shoice of district delegates 
back to the people; to which Curtin agreedsses 

Thoy accepted....thoe proposition very will- 
ingly ag to the district delegatos, but insisted 
that I should give the examples of els obdng the del~ 
egates from my own dig Sie it would have been 
difficult thon to find two mon in my “tanner fitted 
for the position of Pipetsi delegate vay were 
friendly to Cameron, but I finaliy agreed to elect 
delegates and to send two men of high positions 
noither of whom wes friendly to Cameron, but whom 
I pledsed to vote with the delegation, 49 


Tne convention reassembled ths next morning at wins o'clock. 


ates who had spent the night in political manceuvering and 


testinre the merits of lnrrisburg whiskey vere thor slow in filing in. 


Discussion was recumed cn Lovrie'’s motion end licClure’s amendment. Af- 
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G0 
ter on hour of fruitless debate, Judge llele, of Bellefonte, Curtin’ s 
imaediate ropresestative, offered a resolution as e compromises which 
was immediately accopted by Lowrie as a substitute for his om, This 


resolution provided that a conmnitvtes of seven be appointed by the chair 


to prepare an address and resolutions, and also to report the names of 


a 


eight genatorial delevates to the nationsl convention and the names of 


two persons ror senetorial electors, and that the delegates from the 


different congressional districts should repert to the convention the 


of > 


names of fovr persons from each consrsessionsl ¢ 


istrict, who shculd be 
the reprosontatives to the netionsl convention, and one from each dise 


trict as electors, The dolecates from the stete to the national cone 


yention wore to be instructed to cast the vote of ths state as a unit 


and to vote for Simon Cameron as long as his name should roemrein before 


the convention An amendment wes offered provi 
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cago, tke election of colegutes to tha national convention from those 
districts should be referred to the people, Still another limited tho 
Pledges to support Cameron to the delegates actuslly appointed by the 
convention. The resolutions were eccepted and the resolution as amond« 
50 
ed was carrisd with the wildest enthusinom by a vote of 123 to 4, 
The convention then proceeded to the nomination ef a candi- 


date for sovernor, Curtin rocaived fifty-six votes on the first ballot, 
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50 The minutes of the convention do not seem to bear out McCluro’s 
statement as to how these details hed been worked out in the confsrence 


of the night before, 
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61 
‘and Covodey Me nearest rivel, received twenty-two, Sixty-seven were 
necessary to a choice, On ths second brilot, Curtin received soventy= 
four votes and thereupon was declered nominated, ‘Upon the motion to 
make the nomination unanimous, a numbor of indignsnt “noes" were hoard 
from Covode men, but the chair declared the motion carried and Curtin 

; 54 

+he unanimous choice of the convontion, 

After an edjournment, the delegations from tho twenty-five con= 
gressionnl districts reported to the convention the namos of the per- 
sons solected to ropresent eech district as. presidential electors. The 

committee appointed for the prupose reported that Jemes Pollock and Tho= 
mas NH. Howe had been solectad es the electors-atelarge and that David 
Wilmot, Henry D. Moore, Senuel A. Purvinnce, Andrew H. Reeder, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Titan J. Coffee, John H. Ewing, and Morrow B, Lowris had been 


b2 
o the Chicago Convention, The sappoint- 


ck 


gelected 25 delegates-atelarrs 
ment of David ilmot and Theddeus Stevens as delegnteseatelargs was a 


7T ° 


shrewd move on the part of Cameron to temper the opposition, Neither of 
these men were fnvoreble to him, but he relied upon them obeying thoir 
4nstructions, which thoy did, althouih neither a Uae to advance Cam= 
a0 

eron’s nomination ct Chiasgo. 

The delegations from eaten congressional districts roported 
to the convention the names of persons selected to represent their dis= 
tricts at the Chicago eee en At the suggestion af the representa= 


tives from two districts, persons nlready chosen were confirmed, end the 





51. Public Leder, February 24, 1860; North Americen, February 24 
1860; Pennsvivanion, Februnry 24, 1860; Gozotte, Februnry 25, 1860. 

52 Ibid. : 

53 McClure, Qld Time Notes, I, 395f.; Going, Dovid Wilmot. 
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dsisgntions fron iwetre Qistri cis refused to apnoint their dglermtes, 


referring the nominations to the peeple as provided for by the resolu« 


A series of resolutions were then submitted and edopted by 
unanimovs votes These declersd: "That tho Present Nationel Administras 
tion, by disregarding the just claim of the industrial interests of the 
whole country, by fosterins sectional ex citements and antagonisms, by 
conniving ot shhemes of land piracies, and by the rankoat corruption 
diffused throughout ell the depertments™ 2., had “forfeited the confi- 


dence and respect of the people." They denounced the ! ‘corruption in the 
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administration of the general govermrent, combined with Fedsral u: 
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onounced as a “relic of darbariam, condemned 
alike by the civilization, the humanity, +} 
age” and any attemot to reopen it was oppesod., They viewed with *fust 
apprehension and alarm the reckleas sxtravagance in oxpenditure’t which 
pervaded every branch of the Federal zovernment. They denounced eny “Low 
dese invasion by armod force of the soil of any State or Territory, no 


matter under whet pretexts, as among the grevest of erimog.," They do= 


Clared that it did not “ontor into the schers of the Opposition p- 


"3 


rty to 
Seok the nbolition of slavery in the Stotes...whore 2% existed, but that 
whey preferred "to leavo the emelioration and ultimte a abundonmsnt of the 
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system to the moral, religious end economic forces which pertain to 
the slave-holdint communities," They declared the ebhorronce of the 
=f 
party for “all machinations and fer disssnsions* within the Union, “como 


from whatever source they may." They declered : “That the threat of 


m 


Gisunion in case the Hepublicans and their affiants"... “should elect 


Din, on f 


the next Prasidont, repeatedly made in both Houses of Congrees by Dee 


mocratic members, not cimply without rebuke, tut with uniform apolause 
from thetr political associates"... was “a denial of thet vital prin= 
ciple of popular govarnment, free election, and a bold avowal and coune 
tenance of contemplated treason, which 1% was “the inperetive duty of 
tho people to etcrnly confront end forever silence," They doclarsd that 
wnile opposed, “: 
they nailed the psople of the South as brst 
they rejoiced and whose constitutionel rients and privileges thoy wore 


prepared te sustein and de 


of ravenue lave by the General Covernmenty, fair ond adequate protection 


r 


ghould ba systomoticall Yy afforded to the industry of all claases of citi- 
gono"; thot they maintained 
tional exchenze; which secures the working men liboral wages, to farmere 
end planters remunerating prices for their products, to mechanics and 

manufocturing for thoir skill, laber, and enterprise, ani to the nation 
commerciel prosperity and indevender 306," Thoy a Sedeod the passers of 


a Homestead Act, declured that the purity and safety of the brllot box 


pou the neturalization laws ought to ve 


Ss 
fe 


must be preservsd, thet frauds 


~ > 


counteracted with the necessary legislation, and that the influx of for- 
eign criminals was an evil of ssrious magnitude which dem-nded loerislas 


tion of a propsr and efficient naturs, ‘They closed by oulogizing Andrew 
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G. Curtin, the nomines for Governor, and Simon Cameron, tho choice of 


the convention for the presidency, and looked forward confidentiy to tho 
59 
election of both, 


As a mutter of fect, however, the friends of Camoron were 
coonly disappointed at the result of the conventiony while the follow- 
ers of Curtin were elated at their success. The former wore inclined to 
attribute their defent not go much to their waakness in the convention 
as to what they believed to have been unnecsasary concessions aad want 
ef tact on the part of Cameron's ace who had yielded on almost 


every colint and aa sa resul 


ch 


ad lost the advantage of sending a united 


cr 
ee 
“S 


delepreation to Ciicage favorable to the nomination of Curtin. The friends 
of Cameren had constituted an wunidoubted majority in 
nr mo + et 4 “ cpt mm ~% 7 D sry 3 } rr 4 Sm 
cipaisd she Sel rifie attack made upon him which hed the ines 


ak 


tended offect of producing spprehension end carrying confusion into theiz 


tives present from each congressionel district, Under the operntion of 
this provision only eleven districts hed nominated their delegates In the 
convention. 2. Thet the delegates elready chosen in any district should 
be accepted. Two districts took odventage of this provision, 3. That in 


case the representrtivas from eny district should decline to nominave 


delorates to Chicago, the people of such districts should ba permitted 
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5 Public Lederer, Fobruary 24, 1860; North American, Februnry 2 
16609" "Pennoylvenicns February £4, 16603 Gorath, Februery 25, 1860, 


ae ee 











65 


* 


%o choose delepotes for themselves, The deloretions from twelys dis- 
tricts had deckined to cppoint co at 4, That only the delsrates 
cheson by the convention should be bound by tho instructions to vote 
for Cameron. While the resolutions instructed the delegation to vote 
es @ unit anc authorized the majority of the delegation to cast the en~ 


tire vote of th aus at Chicaso, there wes the possibility that tho 
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Chiceho Convention would permit voting by districts which had tencralily 
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beon the vractics of Coposition conventions. Thug Com 


been obdliced to conceda almost avery point demanded by the Curtin fac« 
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tion. The contest had not closed in Cemeron gs favor but was to Be cone 
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can was highly pleesed with the nomination of Curtin ard declared: 


The genius of the Pennsylvania Opnesitton porty 
in fact, is moderation, end of this Me. Gurtin 

is an edmirnblis represenvstive, one whom we can 
cheerfully commend to the people of Pennsylvania 
ne worthy of their suprort, mi the graat princi-~ 
i2 Of protection to our domestic industry ho is 


with us anc 





The Pittsburgh Gazotte admitted thet the nominetion of efthor Thomas 
Lf, Howe or of Joim Covode for governor would have pleased it better, but 
the paper wexed anthusiestie abouts pe a for prosident, claiming that: 
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: 63 no recom to doubt thet 
he 2s by leonz odds her first choice for the Preai- 
doncyoces ‘is conspicuous identification with. tho 
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cherished policy of his netive states, and his 
bold, fearloss and manly devotion to the in- 
gorests of the industriel classes hes made him 
& nan of nark end awakensd for him an ardent 
sympathy in the breasts of the toiling thousands 
in our cenmonveaith, Ne has of lote yoars been 
the recomized chomp son of a Protectiva Tariff, 
and his intimate acquaintance with tho true poli- 
ey of our State end hia practical knowledge and 
familiarity wlth her statistics, arricult ural, mine 
ing, manufacturing end comnerct nie eninontly fits 
him for teking position as the representative man 
of our State, and for boing put forward by her people 
as the able and onlishtened chs umpion of her utes 
and vitally important domeatic policy;57 
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Several Lottvers in the Welles collection testify to the enthusiasm of 
protsinont Philadeluhians for Cemeron, Isane Hezelhurst wrot ta, “We be- 


lievo here that General Gameron cen unite all the elements and e2n 
55 
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beyond oll suestion carry the clectoral vote of 7 ONnsyYLVEnia. &usther 
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declared, “He can carry not only the consolidated vote of the oppogi= 
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tion, but thousands of Teriff Democratic yotos which will be 
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him as the champion of Protection,” 29 Russell Errott propnesicd: “The 








nomination of Ceneral Carerom will unite our forees to a man and insure 
usthe victory." 

This feeling about Comeron wes not uneninous throughout th 
state, and murmurs of dissent were vo a by other Republican papers, 
emong them the Philadelphia North American, the Erie papers, and the 
Pittebureh Journcl, The editor of the latter wrote: 

fo such a state hes the Poople’s Party of Ponn- 

LENS OE A RIT AO Ae AN RET a Sh A nN yc nt er hd aro toren capes _ast np entoeven ore Cee ENR en, 
SY Gazette, February 24, 1860. ; 
58 isaac Nezlehurs st to Cideon ellos, March 8, 1860, Gideon Vellos 
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59 Se Le Leverins to Vollea, March 17, 1860, 
60 Russoll Urrett to Welles, April Lf, 1600. 
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syivenia degenerated, whon the dictum of one man can 
wrest the reprosentative rights of ten theusand from 
their legitimate use to his ow atvencement, We fool 

-willins, in sone casos, to tolerate errors of mind, or 
of heart, but waen, as in this case, one man’s politi« 
cal ambition presumes to dictate to ua the policy we 
must advocate, w6 shall claim, and at our discretion, 
shall exercises the right to rebel, 61 


The Democrats, in tho meantime, were alao opening their cam 
peje. In the period following the insuguration of Buchenan, the party 
gredually lost in strength, and all but two of the northern states had 
passed into the hands of the Opposition, In Bengal eal tals in 1856, 
the Dewocrats had counted their majority in thousends, but by 1859 
there woo a majority of theusands in favor of the Oppositien, In Phile- 
delphia, carricd triumphantly in 1856 and 1857, the Democratic foress 
had been cut dom from e large majority to an almost hopeless minorit 
Differesices of opinion between many mombere of the party conserning the 


: a are rae c anes 4.4 a. me Be ah a, = es m1, . 
Kansas pelicy had arisen seon after the ineucuration of Buchanan, The 


5 


represontatives of the federal administration in Philedelphin end Penn 
sylvania hea ralitea to ites support and hed denounced 211 who ventured 
to oppose it, iffori3s wero made to exclude from the party those who ree 
fused to fell into line upon the growad thet they had faeeety joined 
the Opposition. In Philadelphia, officers of the administration assumed 
control of the precinct, ward, city; and county organizetionsa. Many 
elected themsslves by means of patronage conforred upon them, end used 


their stations to put themselves forward as the exclusive roepresenta- 


ives of the administration under which they held place, This dictator-« 


dal policy had the effect of alienating many frem the party and of create 
oO 
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-4ng discord within tts ranks, The opening of the campaign of 1860 wite 


nessed a lively rivalry betwoen the administretion faction and the Doug 
las sympathizers to dominate the politieds of the party. The registra- 
tion of Democratic voters for the next delegate election was held in 
Philadelphia on the evenings of October 25, 26, 27, 1859, While notice 
of this registration was published in the Public Lodger, neither the 
nor the Cliy Executive Committes, oatensibly the ergens 


Pennsylvanian 


Ry 


of the party, gave the usual public notice. Suaplelon was very strong 
within party circles that a trick had beon intended by which Democrats 
wore to be excluded from voting at the delegate elections in order to 
enable the littis clicue of federal office holders, headed by the col« 
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for thoir own purposes. Such were the conditions within the party at 
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the close of ths year 1959 which thoughtful leaders knew must ba overe 
eis 
Oe 


coma if the party wore to. bs lad to victory in the canpaim of 1866, 
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ivisious of the city of Philadelphia for delesates to th 
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Cn Monday evoning, November 7, the Democrats held o 
a 


& 


gonetorial and representative conventions which assembled the followings 


day in their respective localities and elected delegates to the state 


eoavention, There was a spirited conteet in many districts batween the 


two factions, but the administration party elected a majority of sena«- 


ne 








62 } Public Lodger, Octobor 29, 1859 

§3 Tho no Bonoes retic gtate poleoreaon was originally scheduled to 
at Uarrisburg on Uarch 4, 1860 although the place later was chenged + 
Roading ond the dats ad ee to Fobruery 29. The objact.in selecting 
Rending | the capitol of the Gibraltar of Democracy," for the state son= 
vention was with tha view of revoiring the broaches which hnd oceurrsd | 
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in +hee politicsl stronghold, The presence of John Schwarts in Weshinc- 
ton as United States roprasentative frem the 8th District (Berks) suppor 


ting Sherman for spoaker was docidedly ombarassing to the See reeton 
elerant of the party aud it wos aioe to use every means to brin 
this section of the state back into line. Gezettes, Jonuary 23, 1860, 
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torial and reprosentative delegates, though in several districts splits 
64 
occurred and rival delegations were electsd, 

On Saturday, Junuary 21, 1860, the Democrats of Alleghony 
county elected two delegates to represent each precinct in a county con 
vention which mst at the Court House in Pittsburgh on Wednesday, January 
25, and elected delegates to revresent the county in the state conven= 

&5 

tion. Here, too, the internecine feud between the partisans of Stephen 
A. Douglas end the friends of the administration oecnsioned much warmth 
of feeling, On tho evening of the meeting of the county convention, the 
Pittsburgh Post culled upon it to eschew such distinctions es “"Adminia-~ 
tration Democrat" and "Douglas Democrat," to act moderately, fairly, and 
conservatively, and to permit no issues to be raised between men which 
were not based upon principles, and when the majority had decided, to 

. 66 
make the voice of the perty unanimous with the wishes of the majority. 
On the whole, the edministration forces, though outnumbered, were better 
led and as a consequence, the delegates elected to represent the county 

67 
dn the state convention were left uninstructed. 

Elsewhere throughout the state the senatorial and representas- 
tive delegates to the stata convention were selected by county conven- 
tions which in turn hed been elected by popular vote of tho members of 


the party, Some of the delegates thus selected were uninstructed, but 


many were instructed to support the candidacy of some favorite for the 
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64 Public Ledser, November 5, 7, 8, 9 1860; North American, Novem= 
ber 9s 1859, 

65 Post, January 9, 19, 21, 23a9 25, 1860. 

66 Post, January 25, 1860, 

67 Rost, January 26, 18603 Gazette, January 26, 1860, 
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governorship or the sdlection of delegates to the Charleston Convention 
pledged to support one or the other of the two rivel factions inte which 
| e poweds ; 
tho party was gradually dividing, 
Nevertheless, the Democrats opened the campaipm of 1850 with 
earnestness and confidence. In spite of the fact thet they had been de« 
feated in the two previous elections they were inclined to regard it as 
a purely local phenomenon and doubted whether any effective combination 
of opposition forces could be made upon national issues. They thoucht 
4% hardly possible that the more conservative “higs and Know-Nothings 
would be willing to help elect a Republican president and accept the 
Republican netional program and they hoped to be sble to porsuade many 
of the disaffected Democrats to return to -the fold. The party wes under 
5 Pe fad r + of La ~ - 4 s 63 
the leadership of men of ability, experience, and fidelity. ~ Among 
many ablo Democratic leaders who now ceme forwerd te consider eslmly 
how Democratic supremacy might dost be restored in Pennsylvania were 


Judge Campboll end Chambers McKibben, cf Philadelphia, Arnold Plumer s 


7O 

f 71 

of Venango, John Le Dawson, of Fayette, Georga Ws Cess and James Pa Barr, 
72 

both of Alleshony, Senator William Bigler, of Clearfield, James Burns ; 


73 
of Lifflin, and A. Porter Wilson, of Huntingdon, 


The Democratic State Convention met in the Court House at 


Readin February 295 1860, ‘The purpose of this convention was to nomi-x 
9 9 ~ 














68 Public Lederer, December 7, 1859, Novomber 4, 1859, Jenurry 9,11, 
Nort 


13527, 1850, 5 me eae Soa 155225 18603 North &merican, November 4, 18593; 
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nate o candi idate for governor, form an electoral ticket, and appoint 
gonavorial and district delegates to the national convention to be held 
at Cherleston, It also had the power of appointing a State Centrel Com» 
mittee in whose hands the party would entrust ats intorests for the cone 
Lng campaigns I% was within the power of this convention to do much for 
4ho future harmony and success of the psrty. The prevalent feoling a= 
mong Democrats from all sections of the state with regard to the presi- 
dential and gubernetorial questions was a desire for harmonious action 
and the nomination of the str ngest possible candidates, Tt was not an= 
ticipated thet the convention would express a preference for any candie 
date for the presidency, but that the delegates would go te Charleston 
uninstructed and frse to suppert the men most likely to command popular 
approval. Douzlas had many fricrids end so had Breckenridge, A mom oh Bde - 
fore the convention met, the current of feeling ren in favor of Brecken- 
ridge, but this was checked to somo extent by his Frankfort speach. The 
bitter feeling which et one time had existed against Douglas had tendasd 
to disappear and meny orvhodox iemocrats had coma to regard him as the 
most available candidate, Others were inclined to regard General Lene as 
the most available candidate frem the free states. Thers seems te have 


been a general tendency to look for the strongest candidate without rem 


Dn 
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ewopls +o past strusgles or abstract theories of territorial govern ene 


34 
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It was expected thet there would be a warm contest for the senextorial de 


efates to the Charleston Conventicn between William Bainter. Jom Le. Daw» 


Son, He Se Megraw, Henry Do Foster, William Bo Reed, Josia ees Bone 


ry M. Phillips, Arnold Plumer, and Collector J. 3. Baker, and that the 
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74 Public Lodger, February 28, 1860, Pennsylve mien, February 27, 1860, 
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72 
delegation to Charleston would be a wixture of Breckenridge, Douglas, 
Lane, and Guthrie men, with the former predominating, It was expested 
thet resolutions of a character calealntsd to bring the Lecompton and 
fnti-Lecompton Democrats together would be passed, but that the easy 


“7S 
tion of the sleve code would bo avolied, 


, 4 


The feeling also prevailed that the nominse for governor 
phould be a man of reel ability upon whem the discordant elements nZgnt 
unite. The first of the candidates in point of strength was WiL1iom Hy 
Witte, of Philadelphia, He bod heen in the field for years and had 
many warm friends who it was believed would adhare to kim to the last. 
lle was a Well trained public speoker and Sully able to meet Curtin on 
the stump, Although it was venorally admitted 


that he would enter the 


convontion with the largest vumber of votes, Dawson, in a letter to 


Black, dated February 2, 2560; stated thet he was satisfied that Witte 
16 


hed no chance of succes?y.s 
The second vurongest cand iata was Jacob Fry, of Montgomery » 
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He was of German ext: action, and had ©11 those 6 qualit 
the confidence of tie local German pepulation, As auditor general, he 
hec gained a wollaiesorved reputation for integrity, vigilance, and e~ 
bility. “n hig ;iministration of tho business of that department ha 
had compelled culinquent corvorationa to pay taxes long in arrears, and 


thus had addew thousands of cellars to the revenues of the stete, His 
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administrativs ability was excelent and hi: practical dueinoess capnei- 
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ty hod been show in his reports to the legislature. He was the favor- 


ito of Governor Pecker*s party, who were very anxious to secure his nomi- 
“Ty 
nation. 


Another leading candidate was John Le Dawson, of Fayette, THis 
candidacy was supported by many persons of abi ility. During February, hs 
was in close communication with Black informing him of the state of af 

k's 
faire in Pennsylvania, He evidently had the confidence of the national 
administration ond his claims were alse sarnestly advanced by the Pitta» 
burgh Post. In personel appearance he was superior to either of the eth» 
er candidates mentioned, He was a fluent speaker and wes famildar with 


“79 
the politics of the state and nation, His main hope for auccess waa that 
he might be solected as a conmpromisa candidate in case of a bitter ecn~ 


test beiween Vitte and Fry. His availability, however, wes lessened +o 


soma extent by a card from Mayor Lynch, of Pittsburgh, one of the delee 


gates to tho Democratia state convention, published in the inva Press 
on February 6, This declared that Dawson was the weakest candidate for 


governor of all that had been named, ‘Tho significane of this card lay 

in the fact that Layer Lynch was one of the oldest friends of Jansg 
60 

Buchanaris 


Heary De. Foster, of Vestmoreland, who proved to be the dark 
9 F) 


horse of the convention, was probably the ablest mon whose names hed been 
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Stee: Bi 
mentioned as a possible candidate, He was regarded aa tho best trial 
lawyer in western Pennsylvania, and had had considerable political expere 
dence, in 1842, before he was thirty, he had been elected to Congress 
from the Westmorelend district, and had beon reelected in 1844, In 1846, 
before his term in Congress had expired, he had been elected to the pop~ 
uler branch of the state legislature and had beon reolected the follow- 
ing year end had won a third term in 1856, He was genial in his per= 
ponal qualities and his reputation was free from bleme, He enjoyed a 
considerable share of popularity among all parties in the westorn part 
fr the state where he was best knowm, But Foster hed mde it quite clear 
that he did not desira the nominetion and probably would declins if ne» 
82 
ninatod. 
All the delegates, with but two or three exceptions, had ar- 


rived in Reading on the evening of February 28 and tne night had been 


apent in caucusing, The convention wes called to order the next morn= 
— - 


to3 


ang at eleven o‘clock, The Court House hnd a capacity of 3000 but less 
then helf of the would-be spectators could obtain admission, George R. 
Suith, of Cambria, an edministration Democrats wes elected temporary 
63 
chairman over Villiem P. Schell, of Bedford, by a vote of 68 to 59. 
Deepite the determination to achieve harmony, the temporary chairman pre- 
cipitated a near-riot by stating that he was prepared to announce to the 


convention the committees on permanent officers, Tho anti-eadministration 





61 Arnold Plumer, of ene William Hopkins, of Washington, and 
George Sanderson, of Lancaster, = minor candidstes whose claims were: 
not taken seriously and it wes generally assumed that they would be 
cropped aftor a few complimentary votos. Public Ledger, February 28,1860. 

82 Public Ledcsr, Februsry 28, 1860. March ch 255 "18603 Post February 
18, 18603; McClure, Old Timo Notes, I, 254=262, 266f., 425f. 
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75 
faction egodndea this as a scheme on the port of the administration face 
tion to control the convention to their owm advantago. Fifty delegates 
were on their feot in an instant in protest of this action, They de= 
clared that no motion had been carried conferring upon the temporary 
chairman any such power er authority. An animated discussion ensued in 
which the opponents of the administration favored the selostion sf per= 
menent officers by a committse chosen by the delegates from the various 
senatorial districts, while the administration men evidently preferred 
the officers to be chosen in open convention, A compromise finelly wes 


effected, which on the whole favored the jatter group, The permenent 


resident was to bs chosen yive voea in opsn convention, and was in turn ee 
eee A ce 4 ¥ - 
to appoint a committee of thirty three members to cheose tho other of- 


ficers, %m accordance with this arrangement, William H. Wel shy of 


York, was slectad president by a vote of 84 to a4, The vote for Welsh 
was taken as an indication of the strength of the administration fac« 
"Ba 

tion 

The question as to the mannor of selecting the delegatos to 
ths Charleston Convention and the prasidential selectors next enme bofore 
the convention, After considerable discussion it finally was decided 
that the convention should olect vive voco the four senatorial delegates 
and the two esniacnbedaene and that the delegates present from sach 


congressional district should select two delegates and an elector, In 


accordance with this arrangoemont Villiam Bigler and Jon L. Dawson were 





83 Public Led Geers March 1, 1860; Ponnsvivonian, March 1, 1860; 
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made dolegates~atelarge, Richard Vaux and George Keim were chosen elec~ 
84 


torse-at-largs. Unlike the Republicana, tho Democrats did not express 
. 85 
a preference for any candidate for the presidency, Thus the delogetes 


from Pennaylvenia were sont to Charleston uninstructsd and free to sup-= 
86 
port the man most Likely to command popular eiprava ls 
When the question of the selection of delegates to the nation 
al convention had been disposed of, the convention then procssded to nom 
inate a candidate for governor, The names of William H, Witte, Georgo 


3 


Sanderson, John L. Daweon, Jacob Fry, Jeremiah Shindel, Nimrod Strick« 
lend, William Nopkins, Hendrick B. Uright, A. Ss Wilson, John Cresawell, 
and Henry D, Foster wore placed in nomination, The names of Dawson, Wil- 


gon, and Foster wore withcrawn and the convention proceeded to ballot 


87 if 
as follovs: | = 
t 
lot Pallot nd Ballot © 3pd Ballot | 
Witte 49 536 S34, 2s 
Sanderson LB. il 7 o 
Fry 20 35 20 | 
Shindel & Q *) 
Strickland ; 3] Ge 4 ie 
Hopkins — eek 10 8 howe 
Wright 12 5 6 .. 
Cresswell 4 0 , ¢) 
Foster 4 42 24 
Total nuaber of votes Aha 


dias 135 
Necessary to a choice 68 
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mmo jens oF sipating sither sitio or Davoon, bus wiry corer my 





84 Public Ledesr, Varech ‘4223 18503 Ponnevivenien, } Jarch lg 1860, 
Buchanan, in a letter to Jo Be Haber s dated fobruary 28, 1860, remarked 
that he thougnt it wise "to slect Governor Bigler as a Aol petae tne no 
to Charleston, In his sonatotial character, he hns ever been faithful 
and truo to my ae ie eae Moore, Works of Buchovans ot 393, 


JUS Seah 


85 In the same letter, Buchanan ear rnassly : request ced B aker to make 
no allusion to himself as a cendidate for the prasidency, Uoore, Works 
of Buchonen, X, 393, Shortly after this, Buchanan wrote to Arnold Plumor 


who had baen chosen a Badaiaito to Charleston and cautioned him that, "in 
no contingency can T ever agein consent to bocome a eandidate for the - § 
Presidency,” Moore, Work) of Buchonens X X, 216. > 


86 Public Lederer fy “Fabruaz ry 25,29, 18603 Post, February 29, 1860; i 
Pennsylvanian, February 28, 1860. 
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Since there wos mo choices, Districh, of Ly comings moved thnt 
Houry De Foster Gs nominated by acclamation, Tho motion was responded 
40 with cheers. After somo semblance of order had been restored, the 
president put the mot Lois Tie response was a unanimous yell, Confusion 
was Wilder than before; when the prosidont declared that Honry De Foster 
hac beon nominated for governor by acclamation. When order hod been pare 
tially rosédred, a delogate moved that a vote be taken yiva voce sn Gr 


Ams. + .. Pra | oe a " . ar 5 be z 1. 4 a “ > 
der to reaffirm -and thus permenontly secure Foster's nominatione The 


5 ear Pe, peepee ae re eee Pe gs) nay = Rapes 
roll was celled and evory delegate answered the name cl Henry Ve #o5tGP. 
py 
68 


« = = eee 
Tho president again declared him mominated by unenimous voue. 


; b4 ED tin ay re A fs 134 haves 
A committes of Five was sent to Inform Foster of Bis nomiaa~ 


= 23 4 2 4 iD 
by Ceasna to invite all 1 the other candidates 
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4fon, The motion wes meds by ; 
* n> 4 AVA: Teed Tih ed = mcewed Rese wt Bhoty on 

to address the convention, 11 but Witte accepted, exprespen waerr gra 


4 : ; breil 2 hern Award 
Gification ot the result, and prophesicd a brilliant victory, Two invie 
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tations sens to Witte preducced no resus, but a committee avpointed ves 
3 3 ATS Pt aed a ta ap Path ths: 

escort bir personally to the hall, succcodcd,e Wi0v9 eyidontly foie wnaw 

s Pe s 5S 3 
he had been victimized ana was disappointed, 

beet aa) 34 aya 2 m2 Rit ey ae & BY hist . © MeGlurs 
What had happened? Te the regrot or wne fis orian, no MeGlurs 
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consistently in the first threo 


ts 


of thie convention Q 


SY ee re , % sh ~ ans i ae ee : aa a 
pellots. Yoster drew four votes om whe Lars ballot, sleven om tne secont, 
twonty-four cn the third, Evidently the castorn administration crowa 

re ft 8 - — Pasian be on ie 
saw no hepe of elect ing either Witte or Dawson, but they refusea vo Zo 


over to Fry, the favorite of Governor Packer, <A compromiso had to 


Al ae 


h he an the edmanis’ bras 


fected oud Poster was the dark horsa who hed wore 
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tlon faction was satisfied with tho delegation chosen to go to Charles 
ton, they agread tO couprenise on Zoster for governor, A close check on 
the dotails of the convention leaved the impression that the plan to elect 
Foster was hatched as soon as the delegates assembled, probably tha first 
night in Roading, Although certain members took every occasion to speak 
of the popularity of loster, ho received only twonty votes on the first 
beliot when proposed for delegatesatelarge tO Gharlestone (nm the second 
baliow he recoived ne votes and his name wag withdrawn, He was proposed 
agein for sonetorial slector, received but four votes and withdrew his 


89 
NOMS» 
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When Witte finally epposred, he said that for those who mer 


4 2 


u2 
"s 


P3ase 


4 R . 24% ‘ ’ 
ga an sea nek 2 on $4: ~ oe 
Presence where Was unnecessary: that no moan was entitled te ¢he 


name of Democrat who was unwilling to make personal seerifices, He core 


fessed he was dissppointed, that he had hoped to receive the nemination 
at the hands of a majority of the convention, but they had spoken quickly 


tay 


goubtless honestly, and having spoken, it was for him and the party to 


acquiesce. He added thet “there would be a time when the private history 
of the past few days might be written, and then, if some gentlemen made 
the reguired sacrifices as honestly as he did now, he would think then 
90 
quite as good as he now believed them to be." 
The Last session of the convention witnessed further unesnimous 
action, Welsh wag appointed chairman of the Democratic State Central 


OL 
Cérmittee for the ensuing yoar, The delepates to the Charleston Conven= 
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. ‘public Ledgor, March 2, 18603 Post, March 5, 18603 Ponnsy2vonian, 
March 2, 1060. | | 

$1 Welsh waa empowered to appoint the additional mambers of the core 
mittee, one from eack senatorial district, together with euch mombors at 
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tov ae presidential electors who had Saad chosen by gelegates from 
each of the twenty five congressional districts, were accepted without 

Alecussions | Regolutions were then adopted declaring the unshaken sonfi-~ 
donce of the convention “in the fundementel principles of the Demcoratic 
party, @s proclaimed by the National Conventions ef 1852 and 1855," Thoy 
jepracated the agitation of the glavsry question, in or out of Congress, 


as tending to weaken the bonds of common union, excite animosities, and 


tion, Congress had no richt er power to legisiate on the subject of slae 
very in the territories, and that the guestion aa to the right of eltd- 

gene to hold slaves in the territeries was a judicial and not a legisla- 
tive guestion. They declared thet the whole pewor that belonged to Cone 


EPoss FC atts 30 AVS eh Vavie awry eit: ry} § 2. torey LW aut AY a 
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xoeutiys + “2cun1i5 them. with: 
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decision was final and conclusive end shouid bo cheerfully acauiceced in. 
ane doctrines of an irrepressidle conflic % between the North and the South 
wes ceclared to de fraught with danger vo una best interests and dearest 
rights of the people of the confederacy, They held that the union ef tne 
states was above and beyond cll prico and that it wes the duty of avery 
petriot to frown indignantly upon the first dawning of any etiempt to 
plienate any porti ion of the union from tho rest. ‘The eighth te the thire 


teenth ros phat which + vere perticularly significant read as follows 





tho seat of governuent and the city of Philadelphia and county of Alico. 

gheny es he might deom provér, and a correspondins secretary. in dach county 
> ; wire 7 Bhs ae ¥ f s ; - -~ nen foal 

of the state. Public ladger, lerch 2, 1650; roSty Larch 5, 18603 Ponnsyiva~ 


ginn, Hareh 2, 1860, 
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Resolved, That for ibis reason we deprecats the 
attanpt of sectional 5226 and will resist ove 


t 

sry effort of su fe) t 
the Coverhment » Porind ae ag 1% wes, for the come 
mon good of the wholescountry, All soversignty 
restg with the peoples who nold the pover to con= 
duct tho Government, through their represontativess: 
end the principles on which the Government acts, 
and on which alona if can exist as a Union of States; 
sovereign & end independent within their own limits 
and 2n their iniernel domestie concerns, but bound 

together as on3 people by a gonsral BORO ent ; 
Resolved, Theat in tre adoption of the Federal Con- 
g overally, as free and 


stitution, the Stat 50d, = 

indepencent sovereligniics in delegating a portion 

of their powers to the gonsrel Government fer thoir 

mutual protsction from all onesies, whether dovastic 

or foreion3 end any intermoddline of one or more States 

with the domestie Institutions of another, under any 

pretext, is a subversion ond violation ef the Constin 

tution, serying to weeken and dostroy the Uniden, 

Resolve ho £0%8s of cortsin of the State Legig« 
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latnres to. dofeast th: PUNO! Ss 0% 
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Licy of Prosident Buchanan ag ominen 
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pure, Conservativa, ond just; and Lo 
cess that hes ¢grotmmed his labors, as the best and 
proudeat indicetion of their vropricty and wisdoms 
Resolved, That we concur with the views and recom 
mendations on mettors of State policy and interests as 
sormimicated by Govorner Packer, to the State Lecisla- 
UUPo, in his lest annuol message; ospecially his exer- 
cise of the veto bowsr on imoropsr Legislation, and 
his prompt and patriotic action in cdoliverins te the 
authorities of Virginia, the fugitives from justice, 
who parsicipeted In the Harper's Ferry outrage, 
Resolved, That the conictions of the Democratic var- 
ty retain unshaken in the wisdom and Justice of ade- 
guate protection for the 2EOly aig wool, and other 

th ICassitic 
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great otaplea of the country, ba 
of a c 


oO wv 
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reasonable revenue system for She nerere. Goyerne« 
ment, and that we aporove of the ideas of Prag ident 
Buchenan on the subject of specific duties, and desire 
our representatives in Concress to procure such modiK~ 
Fieations of tho laws as the unwise legislation of the 


by of 1357 rendors necessary for tke pros- 


Republican + 
£ the industrial interests of Fenns yivyania, $2 


perity 
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The work of the Roading Convention was recelyed with genuine 


' enthusiasa by Democrats throughout the state, The nomination of Henry 


De Foster was highly accantablo ag they reoognized in him a men eround 
whom tho whole party eculd rally with good prospect of success, In soe 


Lecting him as the Democratic standard be arsr in the approaching cer 


[> rene 


aes tha convention exorelsed sound judgment and discretion, The en- 


2 a ae os 1 ere “aQnemc 3. < e375 
tare proceedings of tho convention soemed bO show unanimity of purpose 


on the part of the Pennsylvania Democracy... The platfor m wes bread 


enough and strong enough for every conservative and union loving man, 


2% received the universal endorsement of Democrets thro ughout the atete 


tL WY 


and it was hoped that i+ would attract to the ranks of the perty large 


numbers of conservatives, whe were disgusted with the sectional acitas 
3 


ris 


tion of the > gecking a tyvuly national Dare 


‘ at of Jf. 2 PT ole eer ss PN bs] eit efs a $ 3 +s 
ty. The nomination of Poster was admitted by the opposition to ba a 
Qo 
Ja 


& ~ » ‘ - -“~ ~ » —a7" Fe 
master stroke of policy upon the part of ths Domecres 


Des tenes TELLS antion raat Ta 3H QUnantivue PHS 4 
SeOocratic TEGCLILCasion moe vines 2m 29803} So Se a 


BS Frise; PANG Se he one Baca + 7 os: > 4.44, . _ Las pon clas en 
Greenp burg, Pittsburgh, and Alle: geueny Were throngeds hundreds 


ng h were com- 
pellied to leava, or to organize overfloyr assemblies, becnuse the halls 


94 
wore full, the Harrisburg Patriot aud Union (Demecra% 





The convention has given us a candidate for whon 
We can work with a hearty good will ond who will 
command the vote of syery Donocrat of the state 

as Well es thousands ef conservetive citisens who 


Gesirée to rebuke end overthrow tho Republican 
party. 95 
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93 Public Ledgo 2Fo Larch 5, 18603 Post, March Sy 18603 HeClure, Old 
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time Notes, I, 425.: 
94 Publis Lodee ee Yarch 2, 1860, March 5; 18603 Post, March 597395 
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95 Harrisburg Patriot and Union, Merch 3, 1860, 
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The Ponnsvivanian said: 


We rogerd 


eminently ; meriting end 


the nomination of pene ne, Foster ag 


colculeted to recoive 


eli the unaninity among the eae tee that was giv~ 
en it in ths convention, 96 


The Pest exulted, 
With such a leader and 


and united party, who can doubt the 


Ne + 2 
ittscturgh Disratch, 


The Democracy at their } 
manifested e@ 
Gubernatoricl cands 
ted by State Gon 
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more wis 


the Chronicle (Pittsburgh), an independen: 


Clivitios, shared the general opiy 


Democracy anil the differences in 


wale he J, 
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est woulea be a doubd 
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elul ons, Bars 


with a harmonious, firm, 
result? 97 


with tte two Republican editors admitteds 


ing Convention have 


b46 selection of their 

is usualiy menifepe 

& paper with Republican pros 
nion thet with Poster to lsed the 


sewn ames a hapa Livy h rome | 2th s 4% > AA 
EiiG pe hake oy &O nea i pia, ~J Waa ey CHS GOFp« 


fmong the Vemocracy there ig not 2 dissenting 
Foice, and the opponente caomit that we have o 
strong aud unoxceptionable nominee Ose deirUntia 
the octet nomanation shell have boon MACS » 
matters will vrograss quietly, vet ifectivel ye 
Pull when the norvinoe of the Democratic party for 
the Prasideney shall be anounced, the Derecrats 
of Ponnsylven! La Will be Pound with their armor 
Os ready to do gallant service acainss the ace 
tive and unscrupulous Ooposition which would aoe 
stroy tho most sacred riguts of the people, 100 


In epite of this 


190 Democr 


he 


Serverg that th 


Charleston on fpril 23 would be confronted by 


optinism, it was clear to all political ob 


tic Nations 


x. 


Convention scheduled to meet at 


y Grave and serious problems. 
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The breach between the North and the south had been 
and the difficulties in harmonising their divergent pointe of view were 
clearly foressen. The northwest was enthualestie in its loyalty to 
Dougles and his slavery program, The Seuth, on the other hand, denoun« 
ced him as boing more objectionable than a Black Republican, and main= 
telned that his popular sovereimty doctrine was more dongerous then 
Seward’s “hicher law", 

The flreaters among the Democrats vere in tho south. On Fob. 


ruary 2, Jeffercon Davis, of Missiesippi, hed Sntroduced in the Senate 
? G 3 a 2 : 


& series of resolutions in which he denied emphatically the right of any 


2. ee Sak <h ay 2 2. z ep BSL ee Pad eee ak ke 
ptete to interfere with the domestic institutions of other stater, wheth- 
ay + as wapyer * ce ae leet , Le om qe oy ri a a = — 
er upon political, morsi, or religious pretvexts3; declared that 212 ate 


re 


r at 4 ot —meietan 4 band a, wr * * $2 te S 
tacks upon nosro slevery as it existed in the South were in manifest vi- 


= =k mrt = £ a a 
olation of mutual end golem aledzee of the ptetcs to protect end de» 


~ _ +2 2. - os. ot. 5 3 3 et ats Pa 
fend each others; thet neither sonvzress nor e territorial Legislature hed 


tho United States to tuke his sleve proverty into the common torritorys 
and that it was the duty of the government to protect slavery theres; and 


that the inhabitants of en organised territory could, in forming 9 siete 


eonstitution for the first time, decide for thenssives, whother they 


would have slavery or not. ‘This repudiated the doctrine of “squatter 


? 


sovereignty” or the right of the people of a territory. to decide tho 
question of slevory for them olves before thoy formed'a state constitu- 


102 
tion. These resolutions were meant to sarve as an ultématunm to the nore 


we 


thern wing of the party ag well ao to set forth tha southern point of 
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192 
vyiow,. They wore debatod for weokg, but had not come to a vote when the 
Democratic nationai convention mot. Southsm leaders were determined 
to write the Davia regolutions into the Charloston platform, Even though 
with such a platform they could scaresiy hope to curry the states of the 
northwest, they thought they micht be able te throw the election of pre« 


sident into the House of Representatives, where they believed that the 


followsra of Douglas would support a eandidate to their section rether 
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than Seward, the srobable Republican nomines, Tho administration was 


er - tha Ort 4.4 war “ ,5 Tt m OF ny ae oy 8 ~e Dees eplars o aie . eo) a3 ‘i 
WLty 19 -SOUCHK8IPY YTAGLCILs, JOMALON DPLEN+s, AS Chalrman ef a caucus of 


Democretic senatora, avpointed a comittes of fivey one of whom was Bige Ee 


fe by 


> 5 ‘ : ot. Wn Sh eae % 3 ey PS FS aid : 
ler, of Pemneylvania, to arrange tne Charlesten pletform at least so far Es 
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> ef e050 3 Swat » Be 4 oe 5 Hes cet rte ‘ 5 a a. 
as the territorial volicy of the councry and the slavery ausstion vers 
‘ < 
aa] Yay ate whe my om s > oS TAS rustapaser ofa ots | < Sie 4. } om Py é P, i 
eoncernsd, The character of this committee lad to the suspicion in the. i 
1 tee Lae ee os ae q fe. a eS ~ I4a2 7 ; 4 
North that it wos iabended te nid the opposition te Douglas, and, if pose . 
idl to 2 wo ochha tKa sada P| Pom 3 aa s Pe | 22 4. — 
Sl0icg VO secure “ne inesrtlon of such a plank in the pletferm as would p 
‘ fy? } 
103 
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prevent him from accepting the nomination for the presidency, The Post eo 
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The adoption of the Davis raso by the caucus committee fully jus-~ 
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tified these fears, 
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Many of the northern delegates, although anxious to compromise 
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wero determined to etand by Bouglase The Pittsburgh Rost, whlon was 


most ardent jn Lis suppor: of hin ceclereds 


We are tires of the sophistry, which because the 

Southarn States are carried by Denoerstis majori« 

ties, would award to them tne prepondersnce in — 

tha Gmvoutions and Danosratic Neatdennl Counciise 

fig are willing to eward to the South all to vhick 

gho in entitled, but te the atatzes of the great 

Horti-UVast should also be awarded Ghe po1itical 

$Syfivence and control of the zovernnuent to which 

they are justly entitled. 107 & 
Rougias delegates met In Veshington ga the svening of April 16 aad dee 
claved thoy would praesent the alternative of Douglas or defsate Among. 


shosa wae expressed their opinions, most strong.y Was Clinomen, of Panne 


Otherae however, pointed sut thet Couglas eouhd not be ea08 
9 9 } & 
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tod 2g he would meet with strong Demderatic antjagontexs in Iniian&k 87 
168 . 


Pannsylvanias | 
When the convention met, the extrems soushern faction hela 2 
gaugus end endorsed the Davis resolutions, The Penusylvanic AlLggetion 


109 : 
4 Charleston was divided upon the question of support 
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Faon the comiittee on orponization presented @ pula that where any 


state bad not provided how its vote should be given, the convontion would 


103 Rost, January L2p Bi». 1860. 0 | 
407 Pout) Merch au, 48605 also sea Foak, Varch I4, 18606 

108 Public igigers fprih 29, 1860. | 

403 firxors to the offeet that arhorbitent vrisss were to be demane 
ded for boerd and lodging in ths convention city and that 1t would 5s 
gigficuit to procure sccomedations 5% any orice led the Fhiledeliphia dois 
agation ond thoir friends to charter the steamer Yovstons gusta for the 
purpose of gatting to the city. Tne party took their mosis and Lecgings 
on board the stexmer during the convention. Zach wea to pay sinity dole 
sare Por his passage and bourd, provided the mastiugs did noi extend hae 
yend tho twenty~sighth of Jpril. m ease they 41a, Five dollars psr uAy 
for each poasenger wes to be cherged for aach oxirs daye The wtessal a: 
parted from Philadolphia on she eiehtcanth, with chews winty persons on 
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boerd, and arrived a5 Chavisstoa early on the zorning of the Gwowtreia7B te 
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86 
recognize tho right of each delegate to enst nis tudividual Vous, & arn 


debate erose in wihtich several of the Penusylvanio delegation tock parte 
Josiah Randall opposed it, deslering thet although he would not vote for 
any candidate who wos unacceptable to the South, certain refractory mar 
bars of the Pennsylvaaie delegation proposed to violate and misrepresent 
thoir constitutents in voting for Dough L263 Whose nomination, in his onin- 
lon, woule lasd to certain defont. He wont inte 2 review of the precede 
ing action of Democratic convontions on this subject. ‘The adoption of 
the rule oy a vote of 196 to 101 was regar ied 25 a victory for the Douge 
las faction, Yourtesn of the fifty-two delegates from Pennsylvenia vot- 
x = a Ge 110 
od efainst it. 
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eack vate and was consequently under southern control, After four days 
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brought ths controversy te a climex, The majority, efter reaffirming 
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the platform of 1856, asserted thet no territorial locislaturs had the 
Ppowor to abolish slavory or to dony the richt of proporty in sleves, and 
declared that Congress was obliged to orovide for the protection o 
property in the territories if 14 could be protected in no aires way. The 
minority report, which wos dram up sy tho adherents of Douglas, elso cn» 
dorsed the Cincinnati platform, but declined to go further inty the terri 
torial contentions beyond expressing the purpose of the party to abide by 
tho decisions of the supreme court on “questions of constitutionel lav", 


This report was prosented by Payne, of Chios who warned the southora fee. 
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tion that if the majority report were adopted they could expect 


sistance from the Democracy of the northern states. William Lb. 


of Alabama, replied for his section, He reviewed the origin of 


OE 


the sine 


very controversy and declared that the Democrats of the North had not 


met the issue squarely but had eccepted the proposition of the 


ck 


tionists that slavery wes wrong end sought to pellinte 14 rathe 


by taking the moro substantial ground thet slavery 
Ohio, a friends of Douglas, said he thanked God that » breve ma 
had spoken and hed made clear the full derendis of the slevehold 
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which embodies in ef 
of Congrossional intervention in regar 
pa 


cesd, is that of nominterferenca with slevery i 
the Territories by any other power then that of the 
people themselves of those Térritories, Yet the 
South seems determined to forces upon us a visatforn 
i fect the old republicey otrine 
dock 
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While the Northern Democracy is willing to 
fignit for every right which the South can claim un~ 
der the Constitution, it is not willing that in its 
hostility to lr. Douglas i¥ sheuld 4 


ctiese a2 plate» 
form to the Nationel Democracy which must insure in« 
evitable defeat of any candidate pleced upon it. 
While the delegetes from the North heave made no face 
tious declarations, those from several of the Southe 
ern stacss have announced their dotermination to 
withdraw from the Convonti i 1 find thon« 
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form or the nozrinea, 

lney ask tho Democracy to yield to the slave 
code for the protection ae pees Pa Southern 
right and to setigfy the South of its unGowerving 
Gevetion to their rights, Ths Democratic party, : 
at least in the North, are not slavery 3 probagan= 
dists. ‘there slavery oxlets, they ere willing 
to defend ee rom all interference of outside age 
gressions. They are willing that the people of 
new arate he snd new States shall decide for 





thomselvsa whisther the institution shall oxist 

Within their borders or not. But thoy are not will- 
ing that a sectional Sou Roem nlatform ghall be dice: 

tated to thom. Sectionalism in 211 its phases is abe 

horrent to the spirit of true Democracy. The nation | 
al man regards whih equal repugnence the fanatic of | 


the North end the extremist of ths 
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when the question finelly came before the Gonvyentlon, the mie 
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ority report of the Douglas faction was adopted by a vote of 165 to 138 
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Marylend remained with the con vention although they in the main sympa« 
thized with those who had withdrarm,. According to the oe core 
fespondens of ths Philadelphia Press, the edministration portion of the 
Pennsylvania dalegation, led by Digler, were preparod to secede at the 7 
time tho southern states withdrew; they actually had preparec thoir pro» 
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or withdravine, and wers only prevenisd from doing so by 
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some of their associntes who refused to join thom unless they were backed 
114 


ud by éhode Couservative southern delegetions which refused to secade, 

Tho remaining 253 delegates procecded to vote for presidential 
nominees, hut after belloting for three dsys and taking fifty-seven bai-+ 
Lote without obtaining the necessary two-thirds majority for any nominos, 


hey adjourned on May 3 to meot again in Baltinore on June 18, In tho 


ch 


mMearvhniles the seceding members had effected an organization, adopted the 
Bs hes 
majority platform, and adjourned to mecot again et Richmond on June ll, 
a at 4 


During the belloting for president, the Pennsylvania yote had 


stood $5 for Dougles and 17%: for Guthrie. There was no prospect that this 


yote would be changed when the sonvention reassembled unless Guthrie should 


withdrav, in which cese tyvo additional dolegntes wore pleds 
oupporters of Douglas in Feansylvania felt that he hed beon cheated of the 
nomination, Their point of view was well exprossed by the Staind Pos Sts 


sesspchideen apse although not ee ee to technical 
ruLoss Judze Douglas wag nominated at Charleston. 
in that Convention he rsesived 50 votes more than 
all othor candidates, after the secession, He re 
ceived a na jority of the votes of the whole convaone 
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pion, seceders and all, He reesived 2/3 of thosa 


> « 


Vox 


who reneined in the rest aac - Hore wera unilee 
takable avide 2088 The vote of the people or 
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enocrat bghty for one moment, to 
nation at Beltimorseee. He full 
agree with the a cemileeht t of a mojority, who, + 
their public spoekors and the orgens of the re 
mocracys such as the Chicago Times and the Cincin= 
natl Enquirer, boldly declare that Douglas was fa 
ly nominated by a majority of all the votes in the 
Convention and out, at Cherleston, which we jority 

at the Cincinmneti Convention wes conceded by Doug- 
das and considered by the Convention tantamount to 
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115 Hinutes of Baa ch in Public Ledcer, May 253545 1860. 
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rule, end neeied oniv 14 vate 
which could easily 

North Carolin 
and Vifcinin would have furnisued vei 


mejority, 
on the 60th ballot, as 


Was to concilinte a fection, 
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which has elways been 


@ curse to the Democratic party and the countrys, 


thet said nomination was poe 
he Douglas, ‘Shore 
in fact, the nom 
sda Party, ane 

n the 13th day of 
ie the doings et Charleston, 


ines of the 
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the reo 


en formally 


gsenrbling 


dune wil 


tponed to Baltimers. 
viol so desleapdb igs 
great Mational Demo= 
at Ealtimors 
cut be a ratification 
ELT. 


indignation meetings were held in various sections of the state: 
all, resolutions wer? adopted declaring that Stephen A. Douglas was the 


choice of the Democratic party for the 


ton olatfarm, and repudiating the disu 


“eastern Pennsylvenia, where Deuglas was strongest, vas particul 


and South 
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aakenon ThaoDemocr 


Tears £ ore The ? py ee se 
Fayette Towmsiips, Allegheny County, 


prosidency, ondersing the Charles~ 
a) 


118 
nicnist movement of ths secedera, 


arly aftie 


acy of Upper 5t,. Clair 


ler, Dawsonn Flumer, Boker, Carpdall, Gibson, and Randell, and praised 
bah, 
Heldeman, Cessna, and How stpomery, The Post; however, defended Dawson and 


Claimed that it had indisputable evidence that althouch opposed to Douglas 
he hed resisted the appeals of Bicler end cthers to secede and hnd 


120 
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or 


declared his intestion to support the nominee of 


Sly tne Pest Liself published a call, 
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Democratic party in Allegheny County, 


on the Sth of June in order to obtbain 





117 Post, May 16, 1860, Also see 
118. Public Lacgor, June do» 15,218 
; 
Lo) 


a 
5 
at 
LLO Fost, Mar 28, 1 
120 2bid. 


he convention, 


On May 





5 


nunsrously sipmed by members of tha 


wa 
re 


for a general county 


a full, free, and untremmeled expres- 


ere Lt eee 





mesting to be hel 


eS crn Ne aoe ipo ceie tp Heacians wpa ad 





Cee 








—— ae 


oh 


sion of the sentiments of tha Democracy in relation to the topics which 


agitated the party and the country, and to give an expression of their 


Be 
preference for nrenlaeate There was a fairly widespread fecling that 


the Democrats of Mleghony county had not been properly represented at 
the Charleston convention since, in spite of the preponderant sentiment 


in favor of Douglas, the dolegates had not voted for hin, In an article 
% bd 


Oo 
addressed “To the Gomocratic Citizens of Allegheny County” which ap- 


poared in the Pittsburgh Truo Press on June 16, 1860, Rody Patterson, 


cena SAD 


one df +he delegates to the Charleston convontion, attempisd to defend 


the course pursued there Ly the delegation from Allegheny county. Ile 


co 
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declared that the general convention of the Democretic party of the st 
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had desicnated the dolesates to the Chorleston sonvention and that th 
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had been left free to vote and act as their best judgement might dicta: 
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The Post, in reply, pointed out that “the delegates from Allegheny coune 
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j at Reading, selected the delegates to Charleston themsalves, they ao- 


wy 
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lected thomsel.ves, and they represented ther tnensolves, and only thenselvess, 


having utterly refused, at Charleston, to represent the wistes of the 


Domocracy of tho county nine-tenths of whom ars for the nomination of 


Lae 
Stephen A, Douglas. 
The suggestion was made that the Democrats of Pennsylvanie take 
the matter into their ovm hends and by ballot determine their choice for 
124 
president, and so furnish instructions te their delspates, No action wag 


taken on this proposal, however, and the convontion rsconvened at Baltis 
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more on June 18, ince its edjournment, the Republicans and the Consti~ 
i : Pp 


tutional Unionists had made thoir nominations and avery indication point- 
126 . 
ed to a Lincoln victory in November unless the Democrats could reunite. i 


But this-was to prove impossible, The animosity between the Charleston 
secodors and the Deugleas men of the northwest had not in the least a= 
bated, The richt of the Charleston sesecders te reclaim their seats was 
eadvocnved by the anti-Douglas men. The Douglas factions of Alabama and 
Louisiana had sent delegates to Beltimore and their claims were pressed 


by the Douglas faction in the hall, After a dey and a holf of bicker« 


ing, it was decided to refer the question to the committee on ecredenticls 
ci 3 tF 
wig 2 


which did not make its report until tho afternoon of the 2lst. It was rue 
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were scheduled to mest arain that dey in Richmond in epparent rebellio 


agninst the Democratic organisation, while still seeking admission into 
L203 


es} 


the convention at Baltimore, The rival claims proved impossible of roe 
conciliation, and, after two more days of wrangling in formal convention, . 
the climax was reached oa the fifth day, when the Douclas delegations | 
were odmitted from Alabama and Louisiana, and other decisions were made 
with rogard to credentials which offended the minority. Thoroupon Vir~ 
ginda led a new secession and was joined by delegates from North Caroliec 
BR, Tennessce, Kentucky, and Maryland. Four delerates from Pennsylvania 


"129 
also left the hnll at the same time, i 
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When tho secoders from the Charleston Convention mot in Rich= 
mond iy decided to await the action of the Baltimore Convention and 
accordinsly adjourned until June 21, Hany of the dolemtes procesded 
+o Beltimoroe and attempted to reclein the sents they had relinavished 
at Charleston, or at least to contest the sents of the Douglas delera- 
tions which had been chosen to represent certain of the sintes there, 
Public Lodger, June 11,12, 1860, 
426 Gazette, Mny 11, 1860. 
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Before the secession, Now York hold the belence of power and 


her dolegatss had carnestly worked to effect a reconciliation, The dele 


egates from the southern states, howover, were adeament in their demands. 
Those from the eetineoad were bold and defiant. Those from the North, 
too, hold thoir ground because they knew that they could not yield the 
point at issue without destroying the perty North of the Mason and Dixon 
lins. On June 20, Douglas telerraphed to tha chairman of the Illinois 
delegation that if 2% were possible to save the principle of noneinter- 
vention by withdrawing his name from before tho convention, to do say 


As this letter had not been made public by aine-thirty of the day the 


secession occurred, he sent a similar message to the chairman of tho New 
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fork delegntion. This aiso wes suppressed aud it eftervard was explsined 
i + Y,, a a ate ode oo he ge 2 ee ae % w a} a ee Tn 4 

that ths arrogant attitude of the southern membors had made it impossi- 


bie to present Dougles's proposal, 
After the withdrawal of the dissatisfied mombers, the depleted 
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convention procesded to vote and when, after the second trial, Douglas 


> 
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had received ail the votes but thirtoen, ha was declared nominated on the 
ground that he hed received the votes of two thirds of the delerates pre- 
sent. Senator Fitzpetrick, of flabara, was then nominated for viceepro- 


sident, and when he declinedm Herschol VY. Johnson, of Goors Bin, wag chosen 


for that position. 
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129 Puotic Ledcer, July 2, 1660, 

130 Public Loder, June 2652152355 3 9299205275 18603 Heistead, 
Caneusesof 1855, 202-216. Dewsoi, cheirmen of the Pennoylvania delera~ 
tion, ia tf fivineg the endorsement of his state to Dourias seid: "AS no tine 
during the sitting of this body did dudee Dougcles reecivs the united yote 
of the delerntion from Penusylvanias end I may furthor add, that in tho 

onsideration cf the platform, a weajority of us united with our Southern 


friends, ready to five them oll we believed them ontitled to.” Post, June 
26, 1860. 
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In the meanthile, the seesders, joined by most of their breth- 
ren from Richmond, met in anothor hell in Beltimorse and nominated John 
C. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, for president and Joseph Lane, of Oregon, 
for vice president, The president of the Richmond convention ond ssove 
eral of the seceding delegates from Charleston met in Richmond on duno 
2459 a6 they had planned, and adjourned from day to day until the reagult 
of the Laltimore Convention became krnowm, On June 26, this small body 
endorsed the nominations of Breskenrides and Lane, which hea been made 
by the larger secession group in Baltimore, 

As was to be expected, 


in its reactions to the schism that developed in the national convene 


t10N%s Tha Pennsylvanian, @ Buchanan pepor wrote: 
We feol ak to report Bie we have seid before 
that the ereat idee of tho delerates did not rop- 
rosout hee Wishes, interests, and feelings of 
their consti aventel <n such an hour of dengor 
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tional organ: 
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all the ar Z% vias hoped and expected ‘the % 
concilietion would »nervade and that ths distract- 
ed and Be Peat ie sloments of the country would 
be realilied into a comuon phelanx in defence of 
the on ior anc sefety of the Union, It is idle to 
disguise tha fact thet no Seas to men, far 
more than adherence to principle was tho covern= 


ing power of a bare majority of a cr eee 
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Gazette, June 23, 1360; Toisicoad, Caucuges of 1360, Bole 

152 pa Eby sume 25, 1850, A letter 0 Black, dated Juno 29, 
said, Cur Domocratic friends are mortified with tho procesdings of the 
convention at Deltimore....imreo fourths of the Eerakra ty of our borough 
favor the nominstion of Breckenridge.* The same corr sopondent asserted 
thet his community would oppose an emaleemation ticket for Douglas and 
Breckenridge, and added, “AL1 are at a loss ia know from the published 
procecdinss whet became of friend Bigler and why Dawson should pledgo 
the state for Douglas," Sam Philson to Black in Black MSS, June 29, 1860 
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On the other hand, tho Post exulted: 


° » 
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In the most bitter contest whic 
nle and the poli-= 
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im this country sein ae 9 
ticlans, tho people have trdumphe ed. The nomine= 
tion of the great ee man of the age 
among Americen Democracy, hes from the first osen 
resisted by the spoilomen of party and the harpiep 
of power, with a bitterness, unexampled, and a vant 
of principle, such as only could have been shown 
by wen corrupt in power end regardless of patriot- 
SemMecee Che adniniatration hos exhausted its power 
anc destroved all hope of an honorable popularity, 
el 


ad all 
by its efforts to defeat the nomination: of Stephen 
Ae Douglas. 135 
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Not all whe were opposed to the Democratic party 
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join the ranks of the Republicanas and, early in 1860, steps wers taken 
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this movement.j In Priladeiphia, 4t was imaugurateda on Januery 


hae damit oaks ac 6 ha “ # Rottie Pan 
atcaom Qt EUS C a SIO WOY Gs uP atone J te v3 


= 


when e& Ginner was given at the 
toly an old lines Whig and a representative in Congress from Tonmess 

The large assemblage included a great number of womeny which was & nov- 
el feature in a political meeting in that dey, Spsecnes were mace my 
Morton MeMichael, Peyton, John J. Critio ender, of Kentucky, John 4. Sil- 
mor, of North Ceroline, Conrad, of Louisiana, Campbell, of Ponngyvlyania, 
and Nelson end Meynard of Tennsgsee. Whigs, Republiceas, and Know- 
Nethings of northern and southorn proclivities harmonized fraternally 
until near the close of the meeting when the last named spsaker took 
gecasion vigorously to denounce the Republican party, declaring 
inesmuch as fifteen states would not bo represented et Chicago, the 
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Union would certainly be dissolved in cage the nominee of that convon~ 
tion should ba elected prasident. Thig statonent end the replies to i 


elicited both hisses and applause and the meeting finally broke out with 
134 
a rether divided fe eling as the basis for the now porty, 


The movement in Pennsylvania was formally launched in a meet~ 


ing held in National Hall in tiiladeiphia on the evening of February 4, 


1860, The cali for the meeting stated that the new party would have for 


its object “the preservation of the Union, the protection of the Cone 
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1G stNtes, and the suppression of sectionaliom, “ 


it was signed by a large number of the prominent citi 


i zens of Philadele 

phiss emi among tho speakars ennounesd were Crittenden, Millard Fillmore, 
wipes “Oward Everstt. The hall was erovded to overflowing lone before +t 
¥ me, > aye 
sour aymounced alt 


} Sie hte at eh i a 2 4 Brat AS 79 obs ats 
nauga where Was Litile of the excitement usually ats 


tending such political catherines, The princiral topic of conversation 


waa the object of the nesting and no one seemed to understand the ours 


% 


pose for which it had been called, but inasmuch as the word "Union" WAS 
80 prominent in the call, it was presumed that it must be perfectly safe. 


s 


it was noted that the prominent local politicions very generally ebsent- 
ed themselves from their usual prominent positions on the platform and 
renoined among the audience. Those in charge were relatively obscure 
leaders, The president reed a prepared eddress which was devoted to an 
exposition of the objects of the new party to be formed. A preamble and 


resolutions were adopted which declared that whereas a large number of 


ood end loyal citizens thr roughout the land were becominrly inereasine~ 
& GAY g 
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ly alarmed by the crisis existing in the politics of the country, and 
whereas, it was bbvieus thet political parties as then organized must 


necesgaril erpatucte this strife which had “disturbed the peace and 
} 


injured the prosperity of the people,” i% therefore, was resolved "that 


we organize ourselves as a voliticel party to be know as the Conustitu- 


tional Union of Philadelphia,” and it wes recommended, in furtherance of 


this object, that the people throusnout the steto take measures to es- 


teblish orgenizations to act in concsrt with that of Philadelphia. 


After the edeption of the preamblo and resolutions, it was an» 


nouneed that the distinguished gentlemen from outside the state had been 


unnbic to attend the mecting but that they had sent lettors. Usessages 
io iw 


bye 


thon were read from Crittenden, Charlies M. Conrad, of Louisiana, Josep 


ons 


xa SRS Titan ope ey Ss ee | Fe he 2 ? PS a Fs Sook 
Re Ingersoll, Bdward Everett, George Briggs, of New York, John Ey Botts, 


fits 
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of Virginia, Srastus Brooks, of New York, Eli K. Price, and iiillar 


ia) 


more, Conred in his letter steted that he hored ths Republican party 


obiect = tho exclusion of slavery 


- 


would yoluntarily disbend now that LoS 
from Kensas - had been accomplished. He contended that the question of 
protection of slavery in the territories was a mera abstraction and «ne 
only point of difference between tho Nerth and Souths but thet, neverthe- 
Less, the Republicens for. two months hed persisted in an attempt to e-= 
lect as spoater of the house a man ao extreme in his ooinions that no 


. Pan 


ng of this letter wes fre= 


tJe 


southorn momber could vote for him, Tho read: 


and after it was finished 


we 


quently interrupted with applause a and hisses 


4% was only with the greatest difficulty thet some semblance of orcer wes 
“236 


restored. 
Later in the month, tho Netienal Executive Committee of the 
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client Union party issued from Washington a long address to the 
people signed by such names as Crittenden, William C. Rives, Washington 
Hunt, Francis Granger, Jacob Broom, and othor esmmiont politicians. 
They declared that the two old parties by their errors had shaken the 
fraternal feelings which constituted the chief bond which held the Union 
together. They stated that a million voters had been driven from active 
varticipation in ths coming election by the positions esguned by the 
Democrats and Republicans, All of these might be gathered into a new 
‘party whose cerdinal principles should bs met aoe of the subject of 


glevery from the arena of national politics; the removal of all obstacles 


ae 
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to a faithful executiscn of the fugitive slave acts: the cultivation and 
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evory useful pursuit and interest es was compatible with the general vel» 


fare and equitable to alls the maintenence of @m acefvl and honorable rela- 
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tions wi th ell nations; 
the lavs by an impartiel and gtrict administration of the powers granted 
by the constitutions the reverence of the Union os the vital source of 
peace and prosperity; and the teaching of reconciliation, fraternity, and 
forbearance ag national charities essontiel to the preservation of the 


Union. For the furtherance of these principlea, they declared their pur- 
137 

_Ppese of holding e« convention in each state, 

A Constitutional Union State Convention composed of delegates 


selected ty the various Constitutionsl Union Associations which had spruns 





up throughout the state accordingly met in Lancastor on April 25. Dele- L 


gateseat-large to the Baltimore Convention and electors-atelarge wore 








137 Public Ledrer, February 22, 1860. 
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paragraphs was adopted in which the new party asserted ths loyelty of i 


99 


chesen but after an uasuceassful effort to sseure tho endorsement Or 


Jonn Bell, of Tennessee, and John UecLean, of Pennsylvania, for the presi- 
. 138 ‘139 
dencys the convention adjourned without making any recommendations, 


On Mey 9, the Constitutional Union National Convention assembd- 


Jed in Baltimore. There wors two hundred and fifty four delepates pre- 


VP 


gent, most of whom had been formerly affiliated with the Whigs, the Knovwe 


Nothings, or one of the two great partios, A brief platform of but two 


+. 


oS 


mombors to the "Constitution of the Country, the Union of the States, and 


° 


the enforcement of the lews," and pledged themselves to maintains protect, 


and defend the principles resting npon those broad foundations. The fact 


| ‘ 


wat so many influential men hed come together to agree upon this simple 


Peat 


program was preor of the existence of a widespread unien sembiment. John 


Bell, of Tennessoe, wes nominated for president, and Edward Everett, of 
“240 
or vice president, 


"3 


Vassachusetis, 


In commenting upon these nominations, the Fennsylvenien said: 


ag ane een urecmenasen ieee teat teeta anne deststoe-memestnns sressivamennaeyiosaappeaniisenrusteosciipenbionorasenrpbaeuiete niece ovement 


128 Each of the state conventions was eskod to nominate two candidates 
for president but to omit making any nominations for vice presidency. The 
presidential candidates should be msn both ominent and approved in public 
asteem, one of whom, at least, should be a ctitzen of some other state than 
that in which he was nominated, There to candidates were to be submitted 
to a national convention to be assembled at Baltimors at a time to be dese 
ignated later by the national executive committee, This national convention 
wag to select from the whole number of nominees submitted to it by the 
various state conventions the candidates for prosident and vice president 
of the Constitutional Union Party, The notional convention wes to consist 
of a represontativn from each stete equol to its total roenresentetion in 
both branches of Coneress and the delegaias to the untional convontion we 
to be choson elthor by tho state convention itself or in such other manne 
as the state convontion shovid Gesienate. Pitblic Lodrer, Februar: 225 1660, 

120 Public Ledpor, April 22905 LEGO, 
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140 Public Lodger, May 10,11, 18604 Halstead, Caucuses of 1860, 105~120, 
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The Hon. dohn Bell's politics are those of the 
Whig party with strong native proclivitios, 

Lut these parties being dead, beyond the pogsi- 
bility of resurrection by polit icel galvanism, 
it remsins to be seen what course the now or« 
genization will pursue under the circumstences 
that called it into existonce, 141 


The Post added, 


The Baltimore convention has made its nomination 

upon the conical principle, iv is largest at the 

bests To strengthen the nomination of Mr. Beil, 
the convention has Menai upon the tickst a man 

-in every way greater than he for Vic Prosident, 


5 
in the person of Saword byverett, of 


but concluded with reference to the letter « 


A * Xe 9 pe ao ee s - a ° 
For his learning, every American admires ham, but 
me poets: Fhe g te@ nat 4 ; 3 
the field of politics ig not his veaction, 142 
= 
Tho Pittsburgh Gazotse described tho convention as "a 4 solerably numerous 


ay ss | al Ce id ~ ay *, ~ _ ryt o 4 2 4 
vie gentlemen from verious parts of the country 


The editor went on to say? 


a COS, 2 J ies a Ns i Pa ¢ eal Ss 
In taig State, the Convention which selected dele» 
D £, Ty ak foe ne aA + ty a 
Eases tO Laivamore was composed of about 50 eelf. 
OnNsitntad moarhe.e Satharad fran half a A PAM Ant 
op 637 wot 16700 et & aD 3 foe wii exrag 4 rom firt st £ um GOS Wie Coune 
ee Re ae ae A 2 ae a3 nee Ray fone sy * ii 
viGG,y and representing a few disapvointed politi- 
clang, 
“4 hae + Sl ae * It 2 — -hob “ 
end intimated that the same situation hed prevailed pretty much threughout 


the country. Tho Gazotte concluded its article with the warnings 


While it is true that this ticket has not, NOW, 

a oth in the North, it ty no means follows 
that it will not have, hereafter, The eyes of the 
Snaay eee of the ey eres in the free states 
are turned tovard Chi CEOs with en oarnest long 


‘9 
Hcg 


ing thet the nominations there may be eee As men 
of all branches of the eas an cen’ support. if 
the nominations are of that choractor, “abe Baltie 


more ticket practically will be cenoreds but if 
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141 Fonnsyivenion, } May 11, 1860, 
142 Post, lay 12, 1860. 
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they shoule be of a contrary character, there are 
multitudes of mon dn Pennsylvania and all the othe 
er dcubtful states who will go over to the support 
of Boll and Everett. Call thom timid, doughfacos,s 
servile, anything you will: the fact is so and all 
the nicknames in tho world cannot chanzo it, The 
votes of these mon can be got for our candi idaten, 
if, in selecting them, we do not offend their pre- 
judices or ask thom to stultify themselves, and the 
exercise of due vrudence et Chicago will soeure 
such candidetes without e% al) lowering the Repub= 
lican standerds but tha exercise of a wilful or 
capricious judgnent will just as certainly drive 
them off to a third ticket. 14 


The action of the Gonstitutional Unionists, therefore, was a 


warning to the Republicans thet they must deal cautiously with the con» 
144 

sorvative slexents of their party, The nomination of Boll was a satback 

the cause of William UH. Seward who up to this time had scemed to ba 


the most availeblo Republicen candidate for prosident. He, probably 


“ay ‘. + +4 tT. ee “Ist Akar "Ta : WI? 2 nas cleaned 4 4 
more than exy other, had formulated the Republican coctrines but his 


only denounced by the South but were not well recoived vy the border 


ind 


svates of the North. In the ranks of the Republicans, Gresley and Co 


meron both opposed his candi acye Furthermore, his action while covernor 


of Now York in recommending a division of the public school fund made him 

unacceptable to the Know-Nothing element who in becoming Republicans ha 
145 

brought their prejudices with ther, 


143 Gnsetto, Mey 16, 1860. 
14 ida Ey Terbell, tho Life of Abraham I¢neoln (New York, 1895), I, 
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102 
7 Abraham Lincoln was developing a very strong Pollowing in the 
eee setae: candidates included Sdward Bates, of iissourl, whose chief 
bitin lay in the fact that he was from a slave state and that his noml- 
nation would do much to counteract the charge that the party was sections 
al in eaten Cameron, of Pennsylvania, who no lenger was in accord 


with Seward and who had not 30 MnAe, hove of securing the actual nominae 


tion as of making such a combination with one of the other candidates as 
By 4B 
would acgrue to his own advantage; Salmon P, Chase, and Judge John Mee 


Loan, both of Chic, The latter, however, was generally believed to be 


toe old although ho had the support of Thaddeus Stovens, Seward was be- 


Zieved to be stronger than any of his rivals; but all of them opposed 


Saas 
him strongly and were willing to wiite in order to accomplish his defeat. 
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146 Tarbell, Lincoln, I, 3406. 
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147 Public Ly , Kovember 4, 1859, Mey 26, 18603 Post, Moy ae 1860. 
+ ing re + , noite e. h < ‘ ea Ee egarss at 
Bates wrote in hi ary in 1859, "A great many papers are sent me from 
; ° t any t oe alae 3 oe Al J aeap tl 2 ? 
the freo s oh cormmlirents, Today I read, tvo- oe Berks” and 
Schoulkiil 1 of Readings Fag = and the True Ber tOCE Abs of 
Joliet Tl 3 Delovwern Gower Renublicon of Chester, Pa. “5 
‘ aa is 3 % ond tas - omenrent 7 Ricton tins Sel eceweceten eS > re Uy] 
personally complimentary, and-likes all ths articles, except tae per 
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ing the latest news of the Democratic Convention, Bates commented: “And 
I gusga that the more radical Ae alertienin mey bo smboldencd to put up an 
extreme man at Chicago," Diery of Bates, 124. 

148 Seward, in a isgtier to “Taurloy Woed, dated March 15, 1860, wrote: 
« Cameron claims ell the delerates in Philadelphia but one, He says he 
wants to see you and will moet you here or at Philadelphia any tine you 
suggsst, He said he ae write you 60, but it so ened. woll enough for me 
to tell yous" Hsarrict A. Weed and Tiurlow , Barnes {ed,) Lifs of Thure 
low Weed (Boston 1883-1884) IZ, re Ho bargain ves arrauged in this quare 
ter, becnuso Cameron did not appear at the Chicago Gonvention and took no 
gteps in Seward’s behalf, Post, ey 10, 13860. 

149 Post, May 10, 1860. 


bal 


beating eo pee ee 


ae eee 


* 


* 











CR eg a TN oe ERT oe eR eT See ape iy Rae WT TN NS ere ee ae 


103 
“150 
The Ropublicen Convention opened on Hay 16, Enthusiasm for Sew- 


ard ran high, and had a vote been taken at the first session, the New Yor- 
1521 
ker would undoubtedly have won on the first ballot, It was largely the 
Aol ee 
apprehensions of the Pennsylvenians which delayed tho nominetion, Tho 


Pennsylvania delegation was not ready to vote as a unit when it reached 


Chicago, Barry of the Post, declared that when the train bearing the del« 
egatcs to the convention had come into Pittsburgh, the majority of the men 


rofessed to be for Camerons but that after the cood whiskey of the old 
5 & 3 


Monogahola house had loosened their tongues, many revealed their determi« 
a ta 
nation not to bs bound to him Beyond the first few ballota. Frobably one 


fourth of the Pennsylvania delegates wore earnest in their support of Ca= 


MELeny } probably a another quarter were willing to accept his candidacy, but 
doubted tho wisdom of the nomination. The others, with few exceptions 
3 Ps $ 


were willing to give him one or two complimentary votes so Long as there 
was mo danger that by so doing they might effect nis nomination, All, hov= 


ever, Were anxious to avoid strife within tho party in order to insura sue~ 
"354 
date for governor. 


° 


cess for the Republican candi 
The delegation held a number of conferencog after its erriveal 


dn Chicago, in all of which Curtin and McClure were invite to perticipate 
“155 
Without voting. after a day and a night of political monoouvering, it was 
. 

150 Post, May 14, 16, 1860. 

8, 151 Gresley telegraphed his papor on the 16th that the opposi-~ 
tion would not be able to concontrate upon any other candidate and that 
Seward probably would be elected, New York Er Tbume » Hay 1S, 1860. 

ae McClure, Cur Presidents, 1543 Tricuno, May 18, 18603 Now 
York T aime, | ay aie 18663 ; Euplic Ledcor, Hay 16, 1560, 

P 153 Post us Liny 14, 1 bed 8606 

154 Public Ledger, fpyil 10, 1860, May 2, 1860. 

155: Prior to the Chicago Convention, Curtin had been in corros- 
pondencse with Lane, the Republican candideto for governor in Indiane, ond 
his campsign manager, Both Lone and Curtin bolieved that if Soward were 
nominated, neither could hope to carry his native stete, It was evident 
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mine of 1359 (New York, 1928), Ti, 422; Fite, Comprieon of 1360 


. Seward, 143; J. Re Hessard, Life of Archbishop Hushes (New York, 1866) 
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found that the nomination of Cameron was not within the range of possi- 
“156 
lity. ‘Tho problem then was to decide which of tho other candidate 
aly 
Pennsylvania would support, 


The chances of carrying tho state for Seward were hopeless, ace 


cording to McClure, because of the opposition of the Know-Nothing ele} 


“mont. Theddeus Stevens, moreover, had declared that his state would nevy= 


er vote for a man who fevored the cestruction of the common school syse 
“158 
tom in order to fain the favor of Catholics and forsicners, Although 
‘ 159 
Stevens earnestly championed John Ueleen, of Ohio, it was soon reslised 


that he wes no more available than Gameron, Carh Schurs, nowever, doubt= 


ead the streneth of ths anti-Saward armuments and leter remarked in his 
vy 
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atates ani the personal scnemies of Seward, led by Horace Creeley, repre~ 


160° 
sented 1% to be." Gresley, on the other hand, gave Gurtin much credit 


for his aid in defeating Seward: In a letter to Pike, written shortly 


after the nomination, he saids “If you had seen how much money Weed hod 














that in the coming November election, victory or defeat was dependent on 
the result in the four pivotal states of New Jersey» Pennsylvenia, Indies 
ani, end Uliinois, When the delegstes of these states were interviewed 
at the convention they declared they could not carry their states for 
Seward, Nicolay, Short Lifa of Abrahan Lincoln (New Yor a 1906), 186 
156 MoCliurs, O1d Time. iotea, Ta AC O52 s 
157 James Ford Rhodes, EEL dow ages of a United States from the nee 


. 153 Gazette, February Li, 1860, 2i ‘ny Sl, 1860; Public Leaieny P obrt 
ary 2/3 1860, Avril 20, Bees ey 125 1860; New York: “moss Yay 16, 18 60 
Pennsylvanion, Merch 20, 1860; } voCLure, Old Time Notes, 2, 21282153 He 
Clure, Our Fresidents, 156; Curtis, Republican aon Party, 3603 Haic, Life of 


‘. 
44753 Halstead, Coucusog of 1860, 132; Thorntcn K. Lothrop, Willitem He: 
Severd (Boston, 1896), 179. | 

159 Publi¢ Ledger, } Way 17, 1860. . 
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in | Pils you would not have beddeved we could do as well os we did. 
big Fe 
Thank Curtin for that,” 


Tre Pennsylvania delegation ceucuged all night of the 17th and 
‘L162 
did not reach a decision until early on the morning of the 18th. Tho Ca«= 


meron mon favored Bates » but after secret manosuvering, they, too, agrred 


46 support Lincoln, The final vote of the caucus gave Lincoln a majori-+ 
163 
ty of six votes over Bates, It was agreed that, es 2 gesture of courtesy, 


the first ballot of the state delegates shovld be cast for Camorons the 


second for Judge Ucleang and the third for Lincoln, The third choice 
264 
was, of course, the only ons thet mattered. Thue Pennsylvania threw her 


influence in favor of Lincoln; and by so doing, secured his nomination. 


i eee 


Althouch it has been the accepted belie? of the historians that 


Peansylvania shifted to Lincoln beceuse of a promise made to Cams 


r) 
Q 
‘3 
cl 
‘5 
9 
ch 


ho be givan assurance of eppointment to a cabinet position if the Pennsyl- 
vanie delegation supported Lincoln. lcClure, a first hand observer of 


the ovents of that midnight coueus insists that the shift was made befors 
165 
the promise. He declared that es soon as the Pennsylvania delegation had 


_ 


decided to support Lincoln, John P,. Sandsron, one of Ca ameron’'s confiden- 
tial leaders, and editor of the Philadelphia Daily News, obtained a con~ 
ference with Leonard Swett and David Davis and gecured this promises in be- 


7 


helf of his chief from them. Lincoln, however, knew nothing of this agreo- 
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160 Carl Schurz, Reminiscences, 1829-1869 (New York, 1907), IT, 160. 

361 Rhodes, II, 4263 Heistead, Caucuses of 1859, 143, 

162 Tarbell, Lincoln, 3503; Fost, Hey 1 SuO3 Publie Ledgers May 15, 
1860. 

163 Weed, Momoirs, IT, 292-2923 UeClure, Old Time Notes, tf, 405fr.; 
Public POs ioes May 16, 18603 Post, May 175 1860. 

164 EcCluro, Old Time Hotes, I, 405f, 

165 Ibid., 4072. 
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LL 


156 
ment: until just before he wont to Washington in the spring of 1861, 


On Friday, the 18th, Lincoln was selected on the third ballot, 
‘167 


with Hannibal Hemlin as his running mate, Batos believed a great blunder 


had heen made in not sslecting Cameron or Read, of Pennsylvania, for tho 
vico presidency. He wrote in his diary that, shortly after the Chicago 
Convention, Goodrich, a delegate from Massachusstia had come to see hin 
and had given him the following accounts 


To soothe the wounded pride of N. Y. on losing 
Seward, the V. P, was offered her, She declined 
to gtep Cowme Pa, was then cons a1 tbe ~ She suge 
gosted | Cameron: Tho North said no, ho's a p DR Ere 
follow, a political gambler - Reeder (Exe 6 ove Ky 
ap was tere and meade some faint show ? vor thimasl 
Then, Preston King, or some of his friends, SUsESS— 
ted Hamlin, and it took without opposi jon = King 
andi Hamlin ha savs ere like Siames Twins, 168 


? 


a) 


te 


The Pennsylvaniones, who had yielded easily with respect to Cae 


» 


meroyi, were adamant in insis 


ing upon a tariff plank in the party plet- 


Pe 


form. The North American had warned: 


Wa tell the convention, so soon to mest at Chicago 
squarely, roundly, and in every othor shave that 
means sic peter that their candidates ni ee care 
ry the states of Pennsylvania and New Je 

they stand eublicly on protective emabl 
otate cannot be carfisd on an antieslever 
ly. Fremont proved that, 169 


Lincoln and Greeley desirod, for the interests of party harmony, to ig~ 


170 
nore the tariff question, says Eiselin, but the convention leaders all 


realized that Pennsylvania was a doubtful state with strong chances of 
. € 
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166 McClure, 034 Time Nofes, Ty 407f65 Lott hrop, Sswn ease 187, BOOZ § 
Rhodes IZ; 223; Arthur iio Schlesinger, Politicel and Social History, of 
tho United Stetes (New York, 192835 166. 

“147 Haiste sad, Coucuses of 1860, 1423-154; Posts May 17,18,19, 1860; 
Public Ledger, May 175185195 “1880; Ga aAZHTTS, May y UT y1B519, L860. 

158 Diary of Betes, 130 

169 Morin American, March 3, 1860. 

170 Siselin, Pennsylvenia 
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elsewhere throughout the state. 


LO7 


going Republican only upon the Issue of protectionism. Tne tariff rosoe 


jubion actually adopted by the Chicago Convontion was Bomeule ambiguous 


put when it wes ready "Penneyvlvania went into Brose of joyose her whole 
ay 3 


delegation rising and swinging hats and cenos," Observers romarked that 
2 e) 


even David Wilmot, who hed leng been regarded as a free trader took an 
‘172 | 


exuborant part in the celebration. 
Meanwhile the discordant elements of the Democratic party were 


gizing up the situation. ‘In Pennsylvania there were two sete of nominess 


for president and vice president and only one electoral tickets Which 

Buchanan threw 
173 

but the ma- 


wing of the Democracy did the Reading ticket represent? 
the influence of the administration in favor of Breckenridge, 
4ty of the Democrats in the westorn section of tho atate supported 

Ursa PRN 


Dougles. Ratification mse atines for both were held $n Philadelphia and 
wa 


tho loss of control of the nationl government and were liksly to effect 
Ssastrously stete, county, and ward electionge 
The Democratic Contrel State Committ ee met in Philadelphia on 

July 2. Sixty of the nintyesix members were pregont, more than two= | 
thirds of whom represented the Breckenridge factione There were twenty 
representatives from Philadelphia and only four from an OR Pennsylvania 
where Douglas sentiment was strongest. The Douglasites tried unsuccess~ 
fully to cbtain permission to admit substi putes for tho absentess. After 
a heated discussion a decision was reached. The committes, By a vote of 

171 Halste aie Caucuses of 1860, 135, 

472 Harrisburg Tolograges Hay 18, 1860, 
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108 
45 to 15 recommended to the Democrats of the state that they should sup- 
port Foster for govornor and that in all other lecal elections they should 
act as a unit, With regard to the presidential contest, the committee ed~ 
visod the Democrats of tho state to unit upon the elecdoral ticket formed 
at Reading on March 1, with the understanding that if the ticket should 


be elected, and if, in view of the results in other states, it was found 


BS 


that the election of Douglas could bo effected by having the electors 

cast the entire vote of Pennsylvania ear him, this should be done. If; on 
the other hand, the vote of Pennsylvania would not elect Dougian but would 
slect Brockenridgs, the electors were to vote for him, But if the wilted 
vote of Pennsylvania could not déternine the success of either Brecken= 
ridge or Dougiles, then eae electors were to be permitted to divide their 
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vote, The State 
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Buchanen gave this errancement his endorsement and doclaroed; 


The main objoct of all good Democrsts, whether hee 
Longing to on 10 of tho other wing of our unfortune 
ets division, is to defeat the election of the Rea 
publican candidates; end I shall never oppose ee 
honest course calisulated to accomplish this object, 176 


3. 
zt 


e * 
e 


The Douglas faction refused to accept the plan, The Post denied the right 


of tho commititeo to make such on agreement and contended that only the 


Roading Convention reassombled, or a now stato convention, could take such 
177 
action. The Press, with a self righteous air stated: 


No TRUS FRISND of Douglas, in Pennsylvenia, or eise~ 
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175 Public Leder, July 3, 18605 Pennsylvan 
July 3, 1860; C: Gazette, July 6, 1860. 
176 Sdshinctan Constitution, duly 10, 18605 also sea Public Ledger, 
_ duly 12, 18603 Post, July 14, 1860. 
177 Posty ciitnt 16,18, 1860, 
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where, can touch an glectorel ticket which conteins 
upon it the single name of a Breckenridge Disunion- | 
ist. Even one out of the twenty sevan electors would 
disgrace a Douglas ticket, precisely as a sincle drop 
of subtle poison thrown into a goblet of pure and cry- 
stal water might render the whole a deadly potion. 178 


Oa July 17th, the Douglas Netional Exocutive Committee issuod 
an address of explenation and counsel, Declaring itself to hare waite 
ng proposition for a joint electoral ticket in any state, it called for 
the rejection of such proposals whenever end wherever made, qt said: 


If we have any friends in any State, 18 them call 
State Gonvention at once and e full bfapets 

+ eee rtwot Doug- 
las and Johnson = we cen agree to nothin 
enuse to acknowledre raf 
ty to dictate their om wee of _ S00pei 
fer them to violato % saions of the De- 
mocratic party and tre anle oe Barrer oes. our Democratic — 
usages, would be to disband the netional organisation, 179 


x 


ral ticket pledged 


yuan’ and gure 


Richard Je Haldeman, the Pennsylvenia momber of the National 
Democratic Committees (Douglas branca), acting under instructions from 


RY 
ie 


oh 


{9 


that committee made three important moves. First he addressed lat 
to the different candidates for electors who had been appointed by the 
Reading Convention, demanding of each an explicit answer as te whether. 
or not ha favored Douglas. His noxt step was to strike from the roll tho 
nemes of those who refused to answery or whog in their replios, declared 
themsslves for Breckenridge. Lastly, he issued a call for a Democratic 
State Conyetion to meet in Harrisburg on duly 26 to 2311 the vacancies 
“160 


thus created and to form a straight electoral ticket, 


On the 25th of the month, a large number of the friends of 











178 Pross, duly 7, 1860. ; 

a79 Fublic Lee rors July 18, 1860, 

480 Press, July 7, 1860; Public Ledger, July 17, 1860; Gazette, 
July 11, 1860; Post, July 18, 1660, 
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‘Douglas began pouring into the state cepitol, The convention which as-« 


pembled the next day in the hall of the houss of representatives was 

well attended; Poh oe every county of the stote was represented, some 

by as mony as twenty delegates. Hendrick B. Wright, of Luzerne, was 
elected president and was Pe eres to appoint a Douglas State Executive 
Committee. Richard Vaux, one of the electors-at-large, was chosen chair- 
men of the committee on resolutions. There was considerable discussion 
as to the proper course of action, Some wented a straight Douglas tic- 
ket nominated immediately; others contended ‘that such jc ieh Aue os action 


nal Committes, 


Q 


So ee me 


by an irraguiar convention, called by ea member of the Nati 
might be very unwise, They urged that the Heldeman Convention should preo> 
vide only for the holding of sither the Reading Convention, or of a new 


state convention consisting of regulerly constituted delegates, according 
182 , | 
to theo rules and usages of the party. The moderates won, and the fol- 


lowing resolution was adopted: 


Resolved, that the proposed plan of the Democratic 
State Committee for fusion and compromises is anti- 
Democratic, will not be sanctioned by a full meets 
ing of the cermittsea, and will be rejected by the 
Democratic masses, end, in order, therefora, to 
test the truth of our convictions, we demand that 
at the meeting of the Democratic State Committee, 
to bs held at Cresson on the 9th of August, it shall 
rescind its action of the 2nd of July and proceed 
to interrogate the electors, if they are prepared 
to obey the instructions of the Reading Convention 
and vote for the regularly nominated Demucratic 
candidatss ef the party, Douglas and Johnaans 
end on replies of the electors, if vacancies 

occur by ea refusal of any so to pledge themselves, 
then to call a convention of the Democratic party, 
to complote the electoral ticket and pledges it to 
the unconditional support of ths regular orvaniza~ 
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181 Public Ledger, July 27, 1860; Fost, July 27, 1860. 
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Li 

tion and the ropulariy nominated candidates. 
A resolution wag also adopted that if the estate comeiitee should refuse 
to submit to this demand, the Douglas mon on the committee should call 

j 182 

a convention and form an electoral ticket for themsolves, The Cresson 
mocting, therefore, was of great importance to both factions of the Penn- 
eylvanioa Weoeoneee 

The Little towa overflowed with politicians severel days before 
the 9th of August, At least five hundred guests registered in tho Howe 
tain House. The Philadelphia delegation was very Large, and the Dourlas- 


ites were there in force, Tho 


0? 


we 


onmittes was called to order by Chairmay 
Welsh, Seventy-two responded to the roll call, Almost immediately 


bf eet ee ea neat een uy fr oy ee | F ngs oA 
SNnarp Gissgreehments arose ostween the Breckenridse and the Dourlas fave 
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tions. For a time 4+ secmed as i? roconci Sion was hopeless, Finally, 


bs 


nowoevery & Proposition was adopted in the following form: 
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Repolved, Teat the action of the State Committee 
SOG, and thet the 


CX 

én the sscond of July te rescinded 
following bo substituteds 
Resolved, Taat the Democratic Hlectoral Ticket be 
headed with the name of Douzlas or Breckenrides es 
an Lieector-ateLargse, and thot in event of the suce 
cess of said ticket the greater number of votes 
shall have been cast for Dousles, then tho vote of 

: . the Slectoral Collese of the State shall be cent for 
Douglas and Johnson; but if for Breckenridge, then 
for Breckenridge end Lane; if the vote of Pennaylva< 
nia cannot elect the candidate for whom a majority 
of the votes are cast, end it can elect any man run+ 
ning for President claiming to be ea Democrat, then 
the vote of the Electoral College shall be cast for 
that cnndidate; if it will not eleot either of the 
Democrats for whom it is cast, or any of the Done- 
crets who ere voted for in the States, thon the 
vote shall be cast for the candidate who haa the m= 
jority of the votes of the State, and the Chairman 
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of this Cormittee is instructed to obtain from the 
@lectors their ssveral and distinct pledges of ac- 
quissconce in the foregoing resolution, and report 
~ha result of his action at a future meeting of 
this committeo,. 183 


Tha Brockenrid ge faction and part of the Douglas faction were 
184 185 | 
well satisfied, © Papers like the Pennoylvanien, the Harrisburg Union 


and the York Ga aes. were profuse in their praises of tho arrangement. 


- 


Barr, the editor cf the Pest, and a staunch supporter of Douglas, doe- 


Ral 


clared himself in favor of the action taken at Cresson, because it was 


£ 


the way to preserve the intogrity of the etate organization. He wrote: 


peed 


We shell sustain it the ‘action taken at Cresson: 
because wo believe it will bring out the largest 
Democratic vote which the State of Pennsylvania 
ever cast in a Presidential election. And ebove 
ell, we shell sustain it as the best means of 


Z nee Liey 
showing to the country end to the snemies of Hr. 
en 


- 
&. 


Douglas the streugth which he has in tne hearts 

of the vooplie of the Keystone State, Stephen A, 
Dougles end Herachel Ve Johnson, the regular nom~ 
imees of tins National Domocracy, are sur standard 
bearers. Under the rosolution of the Convention, 
the Democratic people of Pennsylvania instructed 
their regule ede nominated elsctoral tickst to cast 
the vote of Pennsylvenia for them for President 


end Vice Steep as sure as the sun shines, We 
heve no doust that there are a few extremists om 
bath sides, to whem this compromise will be doubt 


fule Let them bary their pride of opinien and per- 
sonal preferences hs go in heart and hand for the 
comnon cause of Democratic sucesss in the coming 


campaign, 186 
John We Forney and tho other leaders of the Haldeman Convention, hewevar, 
: “PASI BF : 
refused to accept the Cresson cowpromise. On August 15, the Douglas 


2A 
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tetea Executive Committes, which had been appointed by Wright, met in 





183 Public Ledrer, Auguat 10, 1860; Eoats August 10,13, 1860; Septen- 
per 4, 1560, 

134 Public Lodror, fugust Los 1860. 

185 Ponnsylvanion i» Auguet 13, 1360, 

186 Post, August 11, 1860. 

167 Philadelphia Press, August 11, 1860, 
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Harrishurg, The sessions were secret, but there seems to have been an 
almost unanimous determination to form a strairht-out Douglas ticket. 
Cessna was substituted for Keim as elector-at-large, because the lattor 


had approved of the Cresson compromise, A sub-committee of seven was ap~ 


pointed to correspond with the electors on the Reading ticket end slter- 


nates were selected to serva in the place of those who would net declare 
their fixed purpose to vote for Dovgles, <A straight Douglas ticket finai- 
188 

ly was ennounced on September il, 

This action was bitterly assailed by the Post which pointed 
out that tha Douplas State Executive Committee hed repudiated a real ate 
tempt to preserve tho Democratis organization of the state. Its editor 
denounced Forney as one of the prime movers in this revolt, He accused 
him of fomenting 111 will in order te draw attention to himself, hinting 
that Forney was strusgling to ettain a place in the United States sen= 

289 
ate, through Bleck Republican votes, Barr declared further that by con- 
tinuing the division in the Democratic ranks, the. Dovglas State ixecutive 
Committee were serving the cause of Lincoln just es effectively as if 
190 
they hed openly gone over to the Republican party. At first, the 
editor of the Post scouted the idea that Douvlas preferred a straight 
i9i : 

électoral ticket in Pannsylvenis, During September, however, Douglas; 
in a speech made in Harrisburg, proved convincingly that Forney wes fully 


192 
in his confidence. Barr’s reply was that the Democrats of the state 
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188 Public Ledger, August 16; 1860, 
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knew better than either Forney cr Douglas how bast to secure the interes 


ests of their partyy and that if the Cresson compromise were faithfully 
carried sut the vote of the state would undoubtedly go to Douglas. 

The family quarrels of the Democrats, which began in April and 
éxtended through September, did much to advence the cause of the Republis 
cans, whe, nevertheless; had their ow problems to solve. The Curtin- 
Cameron feud was not buried even during the campaign, Cemeron tried very 
hard to secure control of the state organization. Although MeClure g the 
chrirman of the People’s Stete Committee, was a friend of Curtin, a ma- 
jority ef the members were Cameron risn and a plen was carefully worked 
out whereby the control of the campaign would be pleced in the hands of 
an executive comiittee and a treasurer and the position of chairman ren= 


dersc purely ornamental, The stato commiites was geheduled ta hold ita 


2 
fate 


first meeting at Cresson early in the campaign, Every friend af Curtin 


and Cameron was present the evening before the meeting and a roisgtering 


Ay 


frolic was held in Dr, Jackson's old hospital building. Wine flowed 


fo 


reo~ 
ly and ea dozen card tables added to the hilarity which lasted until daye 
break when the members dispersed to go to bed. The Curtin men hud pledgad 
themselvee to remain sober, but evidently no such promise had been ex= 
tracted from Cameron's friends, When the meeting was called to order the 
next morning, a score or mors of the Cemeron men were absent and the Cur- 
tin faction was in control. Curtin was present and cerefully mapped out 

@ plan of campaign which wes promptly endorseds and; after e session 
eearcely exceeding fifteen minutes in length, the comzittes adjourned 


194 
to mest again at the call of the chairman. The chairman nover falt thet 








193 McClure, Old Timo Notes, I, 399f., 401. 
194 Ibid., 4097. 
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eanothsr meeting was necessary, although many eernest eppoals were made 
to hold one. When these went unheeded, severnl of tho members complained 
to Lincoln; they stated that the action of McClure was unduly arbitrary, 


and his mancgement of the state campairn incompetent. Although this ro- 


port alormed Lincoln, he carefully concealed tho fact in his communica» 


tions with McClure, but finclly sent hie peraonnl ropresentatives, Swett 


end Dovis, to make an investication, They discovered that tho Republi-+ 


cons were well orgenigzed for the campcigns that sub-committees had boon 


ck 


formed in every slection district; that local leaders in meny sections 
had formed active political clubs; and that the cnthusiasm of the young 
men of the party had been thoroughly aroused by the semi-military activi~ 


¢ies of the “wide awakes:" After they discussed with McClure what we 


being done and what was boins planned, they rovealed to him the reasons 


for their visit end inforred him that they regerded his orgenization the 
best they had found in my state, UeClure remarked, “Lincoln's letter 
35 
were much brighter in tone thereafter," 
196 
The greatest handicep of the People’s Party was lack of money. 
197 


Campnign funds for county and district dommittees were as yet unheard of. 
According to McClure, the entire cash receipts of his state committees dur- 


4ng the cemprim did not excsed 810,000; of this, $3,000 was spent for sta- 
g 9 5 > 9 





198 
tionery and printing, leeving $7,000 for all other expenses. 
SLED LITLE ALL nel 
195 HeClure, Old Tine Notes, I, 399,411,408-410,417; Weed and Barnes, 





Life of Weed, IT, 299, 

198 ticClure, Cid Time Notes, I, 410f%.3 Gazette, February 23, 1560. 

197 McClure, Cid Tire Hotes, I, 356. 

198 ibid., £10755 ai3t., £15417. The headqunrters of the state com 
mittes were loceted om tho upper threa floors of the Commonwealth Building, 
which wos ovmed by Dr, Jeyne, At the close of the campaim, Dr. Jeyne pre~ 
sented to HeClure a signed receipt for v25 000 to cover the rent, McClure, 
Old Time Notes, IT, 414, 
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in Philadelphia, it wes particulerly hard to raise money be- 
cause many business men believed that if Lincoln should win, that city 
: 199 ; 
would lose its profiteble southern trade, arly in 1860, business aq 
gents who went South returned with unfavorable reports. Many southern 
merchants were closing their northern accounts and suspending orders. 
Diseriminations wero being mede egainet commercial houses reported to be 
tainted with Black Ropublicenisw. Tho Atlanta Daily Southern Confadere 
acy had published a list of Now York firms under two headings: a black 
200 
List of "Abolition Houses," end a white list of "Constitutional Houses," 
Only two leading business houses of Philadelphia contributed openly to 


Lincoin’s election, These were the Quakor firms of Hallowell and Com 
202 


panys silk merchante, and Ogden and Company, wholesalo druggists. The 


only financler to support the Republican candidate was Anthony Je Drexel, 


then a junior member of his father’s banking house. Hoe donated two hune 


pe 
Owe 

dred dollars, which was regarded as a liberal sum in those days. 

ED IAI DAC LOLOL PILI SIE oe OE 9 NIC AA A IO IL EE NR EN Oe OE 








499 Although Alexander Henry, who ran on the Peonle's Mcket for 
ayor, hod boen elected on Mey 1, there is grave doubt as to the honesty 


2 


of the count. NeClure tolls how on election nicht, he and a few others 
were admitted to the police electrical bureau where tho returns were re# 
ceived long before they were given to the public, ‘When the ?inel votes 
were received, it was found thet John Robbins, the Democratic cendidata, 
had @ majority of some 1500 over Henry. UcClure said he returned to his 
hotel greatly discouraged, and was awakered about three o'clock in the 
morning with the news that the entire People’s ticket had been elocted. 
The early morning papers gave Honry a majority of over 882, with the rest 
of the ticket in doubt; end when the return judges met tho following Fri- 
day to compute the vote, all the candidates of tho Peopis's Party were 
given certificates of election. UeClure admits tket an honest count of 
the ballots would have eiven the Democrats the victory. He consoled him 
self with the beliof that Henry hed beén honestly elected, but that the - 


200 fost, January 21, 18603 Ponnsyive 
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Democrats had stuffed the ballot boxes. lcClure, Old Timo Notes, I, 401+ 
4033 Public Lodger, May 142y4%511512515,17 521, 1860 
nia 
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16, 1860. 
201 NcCluro, Old Time Notes, I, 413f, 
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202 Ibid., 414, A contribution of Jl0. was considered generous, and 
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‘HeClure and those in charge of the state campaign served with 
out sompensation, and paid their own Mecenauta’ Barnest people throuzgh= 
out the state likewise volunteered thoir services without pey. Men, sym- 
pathetic with the party, who were able to speak in public, gladly went 
wherever the state committee sent them. There also were many speakers 
who came in from outside states; and all these, with the single excep 
tion of Carl Schurz, received nothing in the way of compensation or of 


903 
te 
EXPSiB eG. Schurz, then living in Visconsins, was an able and effective 


spsaker but was not financially able to come to Pennsylvenie and came 


g 


paien at his ow oxpdnse. MeClures therefore, engaged him for a week 

for tha sum of five hundred dollars, He delivered a number of addrosses, 
204 

many of which were partly in Cermen, 

After the campaimm was well under wey, McChure appesiled for 
financial aid to Gevernor Morgan, of New York, who was chairman of tho 
Republican National Comnittes. Morgan had been one of the Seward lend- 
ers at Chicago and held Curtin largely responsible for his friend's dee 
feat. Alithouzh it was generally recognized that Lincolu's success was 
largely dependent upon the election of Curtin in October, Uorgan received 
MeClure frigidly and refused to give a cent. During tle entiro battle 
in the pivotai state, UcClure nover received any aid, either directly or 
indirectly, from the notional committee. Neither did hs receive any ine 
quiry from national headquarters as to the progress of the campaign. He 


twice wrote to Thurlow Veed, telling him of the situation, and asking him 


for his cooperation, but nover obtainsd the courtesy of a reply. Early 
z > vw 
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in September, whon e Gurtin victory seemed assured, NeClure turned his 
attention to the cempaioms in prosress in the various congressional dis- 
tricts of the stete, and found 2 number which were in doubt. He went to 
New York and dppealed to Moses Taylor, who interviewed sovoral business 
305 
meng and emong thom they raised $4,700 which was sent to McClure. 
Aithourh thoy were having such difficulties with finances 
themselves, it was generally eccepted by tho People’s Party members that 
their opponents were liberally supplicd with money, Msny believed that 
the Democratic plan wes to buy the CORR of of Fostor for $100,000, In 


September, the Gazette declared: "Bigler hes arrived in tee adelphia 
205 
with 3160,000, raised in New York, to carry Pennsy Ivenie for Foster." 


widely circuloted by the seme paper thet contributions 


G) 


fhe report va 
were being solicited from Democratic office holders to carry Ponnsylvre 
niag Russell Errott, its cditor, steted that the mochonics end leborere 


“207 
of the Charleston Navy Yard nad been assessed $1,200 to defeat Curtin. 


Tho opposing condidates, Curtin and Foster, treated each othor 
with the greatest possible respect throuchout the cempnien. Each uniform- 
ly bore testimony to the hich character of the other and both refused to 
208 
suthorize eny porsonel charzes asrinst his opponent, 

Foster’s endorsement by both the Breckenridge and the Dougles 
factions of the state placed him in a rea ther aifficult ee in which 


ho wes forcod to avoid all national issues. It was well know thot a hed 


gone to Baltimore a werm Douglos man, but that after the convention had 
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eplit, he carefully refrainod from making any statement as to where he 


stood with relation to either wing. The Breckenridge men manifested 
enthusiasm for his olection and declared that however the party might 
differ about the presidency, they were united upon the question of the 
a nN compromise electoral ticket was urged upon tha 
ground thet it would promote Foster's success, He wag in Philadelphia 
when the state committee had met and it was unofficially roported that 
he favored the plan adopted. This had provoked the suspicions of the 


% 


irveconcilabls Douglas factiosy aud Forney attempted te force Foster to 


“O10 

Faeke 

declare just where hs stood, Republicens in western Pennsylvania made 
oak . 

great use of Fornoy*e criticism of Foster, . 


< 
“t 


Curtin, in ons of his a 


$2u 


dresses in the western part of the 


stete, alluded to Foster and hig two presidential candidates, and stated 


that he should like to debets tho issue with him, Although he had not. 
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209 Doylestown Democrat, Ausust 7, 18603 Post, August 10, 13860; Panne 
jyiveanina, August 3, 1860, Buchonen wrote to J. B. Boker during this sum 
mor; end, in reply to 2 report which had reached hin concerning Foster's 
views, remarked: “If 





if General Foster hes ‘made a very able and powerful 
speech endorsing the position of Judge Douples on the territorial ques~ 
tion,’ I do not think he will be elocted Governor of Penansylveaniag Not-+ 
withstanding, I heartily desire his olsction because it may be the means 
of defeating Lincoln.” Loore, Buchanan, Xs1. During the campeign of 
1860, Buchanan made only one public speech on the issues of the compaime 
Tais was given July 9, 1360 from the portico of the White House, and in 
t, Buchanan expressed his preference fun Breckonridge, Voore, Buchanan y 
X, 457. Ina letter written at the same time, Buchanan doclared: “Hf 
person can fairly contend that either assemblage at Boltimore at the time 
the nominations wore made was a Democratic Nationrl Conventions hence 
every Denocrat is free to choose between the two candidates." Moore, 
Buchanan, X, 456,457. Buchonan, throughout the cempeiscn wes accused of 
forruption by the opposition. Rony Republicans reprosented him as old, 
infirm, end rapidly losing his intollectuel powers. Fite, Compriym of 
18690, 220 | 

210 Press, July 16, 1860, Aupust 25, 1660, : 

ell North American, September 12, 18603 Cazette, August 29, 1860, 


ae 





——a 


/ 
f 











. 120 


intended this as 8 challence to weeens the newspapers supporting Curtin 
proclnired it es such, end the Domocratic pepors began calling upon their 
candidate to shai Thereupon Foster addressed a communicetion to his 

campaign monager, on August 22, stating that his opponent had challonced 


him to debate and that he shovld be glad to accept, He esked Welsh to 


arrange the details with EcClure, Welsh promptly sent s defient letter 


to EcClure steting thet Foster was onger to accept the challenge. le 

Clure replied in an equally defient tone that he would be glad to arrange 
212 

the details at whntever time and places was suitable, Welsh designated 

the folloving day at Democratic headquarters, McClure was on hand prompt= 

iy and wee warwly greeted by his friend, the Democratic chrirman, <A dark 

bottle, glasses, erroked ice, end geod cigars Bormed the aecomprniment 


? 


of an hour's reminiscences upon affairs in general, during =e which neither 
referred to the campaign then in progress, Welsh then inquired as to 
whether it would be satisfactory with McClure to postnons their acpoint- 
ment until sa everal days later, as he had an importent appointment else- 
where and would like to sive a little longer consideration to details. 
McClure revlied that it would bo satisfnetory with him. It was evident 
that neither wes enxious for the joint discussions. 

They met once more at the eppointed time, Again the dark bot- 
tle, glasses, crecked ice, and good cigers were in evidence and agrin they 
talked, each carefully avoiding tho issue which had brought them togeth- 
er. Finally Welsh mustered his courage and said: “Aleck, you don't 
vant this joint debate do your” and I'icClure roplied: "Harry, I don’t 
want it eny more than you do." It was clear that the compcim managers 
a enn een naa NE OE ET Oe Ae TE 

212 Gazette, September 1,13, 1869, 
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understood each other, but both realized thet they were confronted with 
a delicate situation. The newspapers of both partics were - clamor ing for 
the debate and a means of escape must be found which would be equally 
saenett a cikalan te both ee ee ee it would not do to publish the let- 
ters which had actually passed betwoen them, so they egreed to destory 


them and prepsre new ones to releese for publication. These were care~ 


+ 


fully worded go jth each side could claim the other had declined. Welsh 


accepted the chellenre for Foster but insisted that the debate be held in 
the principel cities of the state. McClure declared that Curtin would be 
very glad to discusa the issues with Faster provided the debatss shovld 


Estes. 


not interfere with his engagements as alrerdy scheduled. Curtin had al- 


> 


rendy spoken in the leading 
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t Curtin had declined to m 
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prociained 


ES 


eet Foster and published the let- 


= 2 


portions italicized whic ch would tend to bear out these cone 


ters with the 
wer had declined to meet 
| 214 
their candidate and published the letters with appropriate italics also. 


teontions. Tne Curtin papers precleimsd that Fos 


Both campoimm monagers haa vary good reasons for wishing to 
evoid these joint discussions, Foster wes an eble speaker end would have 
acquitted himself well, but his dual national plrtform would have proved 
@ vulnerable point of attack. The debctes would have prevented Curtin 
from covering the state as he had planned and would have celica him away 
from the rural districts where he was accomplishing so much, Curtin know 
nothing of the conferences upon the metter until the letters were pub-~ 
listed in the newspapers, but both he and Foster were hishly gratified 


215 
with the wey the matter hnd been hendled, 





213 Gazette, September 1,13, 1860, . 

214 Gazette, September 21, 18603 Post, September 21, 1860; tNeClure, 
Old Sime Notes, I, 428-431, 

rEys: HeClure, Old Time Notes, I, 431. 
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Among other issues, there were many appeals to religious bigo- 


try during the campaim,. Some of the Breckenridge group denounced the 
O16 
Catholics for thoir allegicnce to Dougles. The People's Party, early 


in the compnigm, published a biography of Curting in which they made 


much of his maternal grandfether, but neglected te state that his father 
217 
had been an Irish Catholic. The falsehood wag quietly circulated and 


the bslief encourazed in some querters that Curtin was e member of his 
218 
father's Cy For instance, the Philadslphie eveniae sournni, the 


organ of the Constitutional Unionists, announced in September that it 


was obliged to withdraw its support from pyeOins beceuse it had reliable 
evidonce thet he wea a Cotholic in disguise. On the other hand, many 
ft, 


Catholics denounced Curtin bocause the intolerable 


roligious bigot, opposed to sll members of their faith. According to 
Co 3 < ; 4 
accounts in ths Gazette and the Harrisburg Te slecranh the Catholic priests 
Sts eee rere ~ paleo 


along the Schuylkill dedounced the People's candidate for governor from 
“Bak 
thelr pulpits, and called upon their congregotions to oppose him, 
The significant issue of the campaion, however, wes the tarif?, 


nt a nner ere ee apt epg e-pennracene 
216 Surgeon J. I. Foltz, of the United Stetes Naval Asylum, in 
Philadelphia, wrote to Black a asking for help in securing a better nost, 
He cls imed gratitude on the erounds thet he had recommended thet Sucha= 
nan appoint Black attorney vensral, He compleined in his lotter that he 





then was “omong the discarded, shoved away to make room for the low, dirty, 
Cecoltful Irish Cetholics who are now working against Mr, Buchanan and for 


Douglas." Jeulis Folts- to Black, Aurust 19, 1860. 
2L7? Pest, March 99 1860, 
218 Gazette, Octobor 3, 1860, 
219 Gazette, October 8, 18603 MeClure, Cld Time Notes I, 421. 
220 Cozette, April 25, 1860; Post, April 24, 1860 - quoting the 


eel Gazette, August 28, 1860; Harrisburg Telegraph, August 28, 1860. 
2ee Lisolin, Penusylvenia Protoctionism, 260; Post, April 19, 18603 
North fmorican, Uny 24, 1860; Gazette, June eo 18, 1860. 
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tne Republicans rather generally admitted the sincerity of Fos- 


tor and the other Pennsylvanian Democrats concerning the tariff but ine 


sisted that the party as a whole stood for free trada3 
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So long as the pepular vote of Pennsylvania 
Ls give: to Democratic candidates for the 
Presiden icy, the Covernorehip or Congress, 
$here can ve no hope for protecti oar The Dem= 
ocratis Senators expect that party drill and 
dread of offending the froe trade edtittieeh States 
WI11 still secure the vote of Pennsylvania for 
the Baltimore ¢ AOMINEG » va nocrer ho may Ao This 
Gano, however, ig played out, and the people of 
Pennsylvania have at last learned that they can 
heve no hope under Democratic rule end thet their 
only cape safe and mavly courso is to go for men 
protection to Amor- 
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Carl Schurz condensed the Republican stend as follows: “To wean ~ his 


Dairthrignt; To Labor « freedoms; To hin that vacates to Labor «= work end 
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andependonce; To him that works ~ his dues," Populi vel orators ener~ 
B45 
1¢@ charge of abolitionism. 
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Edger Cowan, in a speech at Pitisburgh, doclered: Lem not asking you 


liberate the slaves ~ IT am no abolitionists it is the poor white men 
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we want to liberate first,” . The stend of the party wos that they did | 
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not seek to disturb slavery where it existed, or to intérfera with exist 


ing relations of master and slava, but that thsy did claim to bo heard 


on behalf of freedom whon tho question of the admission of new states 
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arose. 
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Republicen emphasis on the tariff, which they regarded es a miner issue 
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of tariff -or no tariff." The Herrisburg Patriot expressed the same 
ideat 


In the very midst of this fearful agitation, shak- 
ing the foundations of society, erraying section 
against section, tearing asunder old organizations 

- political, religious, and social = an oily ento~- 
Giluvian Like Mr, Ucitichael calmly implores the 
people of Pennsylvanin to vote for Lincoln, the repo 
resentative of intermineblo agritetion, because he 
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is paid to be favorable to a tariff, 251 
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The Republicans, indeed, felt confident that the tariff issue 


would bring to them success, Their State Committee had undosttaken tyro 
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carerul canvassss of the state outside Pittsburreh and Philads 
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second was made snortly befors the October slection and indicated that 


Curtin would carry the state by a majority of 17,000. Both sides were 
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we believa that the Philadciphia Leaders of the 
Bell and Byorett party in our State organized 


that party for mercenary PUPPOSESs end that they 
ere ready -to sell out to the hi¢hest pidder, And, 
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mark tho prediction? THEY WILL BS BOUCHT, 255 
HeClure clrised that about thie time the leaders of the Know-lothing 
element in the party came to him end eis Sth tn the People's State Com- 
mitted that they would return to their former allegiance upon the pay~ 
mont of S2500., and that the committee refused to pay the price for vare 
Lous rersons, not the least of which wos that they not only did not have 
tho money but had no way of getting it. When, on September 28, tha rhila- 
aclphie Executive Conmmitise 
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resolutions endorsing Foster, the People's Party lesders then accused the 
of having sold out to the Democrats. lUcClure, in a public address on Ocvo- 
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ber 5, exposed the “hucksters,” stated their demands end announced their 
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up tho mecting, At any rate, a Foster man gnined dogsession of % 
Foster wos enthusirstically endorsed, end the Domocrats held a meeting of 


thoir ow in the squere es socn “s they had hilariously adjourned the ori- 
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The Know-Hothing leaders had told NeClure that they contr oLlec 


13,000 votes in the city of Philadolphia. fe was cons sequently very emi~ 


fous to ascertain their actual strength and appealed to Mayor Henry to 
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estimate the number of members in attendance at the various Know -} 


Lodges. throughout tha city, but the mayor porenptorily refused to por- 
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mit his police to perform any such political duty. The Philedolphia chic? / 


of police, however, did not share the meayor’s sc ruples end a few days 


+ ne mba et Stage tb “ was A gs Pr ow 5 be | ate 44 bb nw ew ' 
Later reported thet there wore a total of about 2500 mambers an nitonuancs | 





uy Ay Tee : ee. ee er rp * ee : : 
at all the Know-Nothing lodges of tha city, The Peoplo’a Party leaders 
03 ; 
Li ae 
14 4 5 of te i - erry yr te 4 i 
concluded that they had little to fear from such a weakened organization. ls 
it € 
iri, Fa POS GA Ys feat PR Ry SIN SK ee : yeah, PRA eh SU Se aes 
£ne GONSTAL Le613aneg VArougnous wie stnte in Octobor was that a 
« 
+ b sm) ee ? Re. ads = a8 ~_ -~, J Fs + ” | * rad 
victory for the People’s Party was certain. In Philadelphia,g $10,000 was ce 
a) .° Sey es my ot ? ast Ah i (¢ . k | eds 2 Seay 5d we 
up for bet cevernl days bofore the slection. J& was edvertised far end 
RAY mr 
ca > 
wiee to bo nu ee opens. Se eis aah eve ee rs Tin PRP, eet cl ee Oe Ss Pe, Repent e * Ris 
we uf Spe TS pees SUMS oO SUID CUS vOTOTS 5 DUD WOOO TOULA CARS Le ; 
t 
vy as sae * ae a= («OY weg late t “1 ata scalpel se a >} . 
Election day came on October 9 and the pcliticel prophesies were proves 
i = 
-§ eat no eae te 5 g 
correct, Curtin roceived a majority of 32,116, He polled 262,346 votes ie 
n H 
265 rs ; = 
¥, vy ee q Pal on ba ap] 3 m " 2 : I 
o Foster's 230,230, The results of the legislative vote can bo seen 
1 Pag tee i 
from the following taoles: 
} 
Stato Senate 264 
~~ Ste oer ae ee ’ 
After Election of 1859 After Election of 1260 Old Now Total 
BGS PRE LREARE POO A: Ge rent ScD phan 2 COM OL wearee neti Leben SOB fon dik San 
Domocrats ie Democrats 4 2 6 
a » 
Coposition 1. People's FR eee 
33 Tote sy io Tan 
Homes 38 Tote BL 12 33 | 
5 
catntedtieaahl > natin a PATE ye te - ae ae 























260 Gazette, Octobor 4,9, 18560; Public Ledror, Octobor 8,9, 1060, 
0 ; . z 





ar 7y - 
261 McClure, Qld Time Notes, I, 
Aen n ay: Ss ee ee 
Ce ad ee ‘. 1h a a = ‘ 
1a Srepnres VEUICED Oy, Loud, 


so ae Sony aw Ly Vani SERsD Vanuel, 

bor 245 186 503 Ge OLOUTS s Octovor 2% 9 i 

: 264 Tribune Almenpc, 1859, 15603; Public Ledger, October 23, 1569; - 
anuary 1, 1861, 




















* 
2 


t 
$ 

oe 
i=} 





& .) 265 
Qe + T= ff DA: 4 
Ovave hougs of hepresonve LTC 23. 
eetE Te Re te ee re 


After Election of 1859 After Rhection of 1860 
Democrats 46 Domocrats - 25 
Opposition 66 People’s ae 


Total 160 Total 100 


Both Houscs in Joint Session 
Ay MT oe SUL Cape wee we aes 2h eae ewe be: 





stion of 1860 Old Now Lota, 


After Biection of 1859 Sfter Elects 
Crates = Om eS Sse sain sE aceyMarspucamp Bote ane ere ne a c 
Ranoosnse: £5 _ Democrats 4. 31 35 
ms Roe SL pee ¢ a Vee a yf eee © Oe 
Opposition BL reop.a's a7. os at 
*y 


lmitsd States House of Representatives 


Stig twee FOE ES BT Mi OSH ORS EES AES 





2 3an0 APS Mia rally WEY 
After Election of Lous After Bleaction of 1855 
. art SE Oe pe eee on facta, eres ote ntversdt 





W36er a 


(pee ATP te 7, ? am f 
(36th Con ress) (Sih © ongres3} 


Adintna syation Dem. 2 Domocrats 6 
ompt Pe Spposition ree 


Rotel 24 Total 25 


hl eA ee baer BEE) . be ea sr Ronen Ae = a 
Of the twelve otate senators chosen in Lo6G, 76 BDenocraius 
Fa 4 
pe Ber er Tye fm nn, rs = Kade | eee eae | ee oe = at ae) % apt = > 
electec only two, Hiester Glymer of tho oun Visurics (Berks) and Hanry 
mien Tat f= 4.7 Ae et a gee mts i i D4 we ‘ B 4 Pp Ta 
S, Lott of the 3th District (Carvon, houra io, Pike, Vaynee; The Freopie'’s 
oO At? 
tet 
a : Fl aoe Cee Fry L Pe Aap Soe Nee Ag wes tet cal eb eee a eS 
Party was successivl in every obner insvance.s Norris, Hickman, Stover 
ray a Cpa Set a Bs 3 2 pe ao 4. et fay 
Grow, McPherson, and “corhead wero among we quistenging members of ‘enc 
SLO 
430 
ts} M4 a Ons tas & apenas ns TT oD) a - ta BS | Fon ote 
Opposition reelected vo se netionesl House of Represantatives.s WAL ic. 


: mie “7 dant wotion wu 
Coneress which he held without interruption un- 


+ bebe 


tha 


The fusion of the Bell-Zverett party probably helped the Dons 





- 965 Tribune Almanac, 19859, 18603 Eublic Lodger, 


January 1, 1961. a : 
36021861; Dolley Novsnaver, Cetover 205 





TF ng as — 4a ies 3 
265 irzbune Al MENS » 1859, 18663) 70 4 4 
Seana: pore, 
> a2 me ee s s 1 
18583 Public Ledrer, October 1B, 1860. 
Tien 2 eons oes 4 “se Voy eas 4 OE Ph ee py ohh oh Not xt Wy S60 
267 Public Lederer, October 23, 186035 Gazetre, Youcuver 1g, 18603 
I h 24 myer NN omSCHE = 7 A (tine pecrmnaraaae® ‘ pe a 
Osenn seg ler Sues, 10 ~ne Coveranents of: tae venens AVI suse Ol 
Re Se ; zai —s 3 see as Teo edinvlacie SR EES seam eee See iene — meetin eget otelpee 
; : an vtrign tog eee ns % rey 3 oT p Ory tk 
Reprosentatives of the Cormmonvealin (Harrisburs, L8oo)}, 





LORS eh Re NAAR ene RID 





- 


268 Public Ladgor, October 18, 1860. 
- ae" a | ob Fi ee 
269 Biocranhkical Dictionary of 


erent an 





e 


rete ggeleima te 


ho ov oe Seer me caer = 


Ce ee 


orem me 








ocrets carry the city of Philadolphis, where Foster received a majority 


et 


tate representatives wore 


et 


1896 over Curtin, and nine of tho seven’ 
276 
& 


Democrats. 1 the morning following the eloction, the Ponnsvivenian 
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e achomo on the part of tho Republicnns to divide tho Democratic yot 


They declared that the signature of Douplas was either Fa) POrgerys or that 
(279 


the envelopes had besn stolen from somo committee rooms The Press» 


fferent attitude. On October 30, there appeared Jn 


aad 
frig 


Boaees took a a 
that paper a letter signed"John Campbell" proposing the publication cf 
the straight Douglas tickst in the columns of tho Press in such a manner 


that they could be cut out end used as ballots on clection dar, Forney 


compli Lod With the request end published the straight. Douglas %3 


frus to his bargain with the Republicans, who elected him clerk 


. 4 =i Pig 2 
eraheles a j otra) mre 7 
.6 Daper to demorelLiz 





= 4 , ee eee oe) nan y 339 axis < ht 2 “= < VF , Poe ~ A 
the Demeeracy of Fonnsylvanie" and declaredy “Wo half suspect 
? Ae aN pyar 4% 4 § < - ate Tope oe a =, Syere aie] anges tu vine omtae cae “> * 
John Gamphell,* who makes this infemous proposition with which Forney so 
- « 
233 
of sea . s + sate Wes Ps 
readily complies, is John Forney himself," 
ope nw mt AMSA AS . = | ye SE, he oan oe ~ 5 i XT _t 
the Cotober electicn widoubtedly influenced the November re- 

4 = 3 Tetewr aarers : A) aera pea wees eats rs Pas ES) 
gulta, ior in cimest every district, tho Republicen vote was larger and 
Lt ote BEC ERD, = a ae a Saakt 4 
tne Democratic vote correspondingly smaller, due to the naturel desire 

E Z, N56 
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f those who had no decided opinions to be on the winning side. RS VOuo 
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that Lincoin would car- 
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polled on November 6 was fairly light, The de] 
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200 Pross, October 30; 1860. 
281 Fost, Novertber' 2, 1860 

202 Pubile ioccors November 7, 1960, 
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ry the day with a larger majority than Curtin peers to peralyse exertions. 
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Thousands stayed home. The officinl results gave Lincoln a vote of 


263,030 as comprred with 178,871 for the Fusion Tacket, 16,765 for tho 
284 
Douglas Straight Ticket, and 12,776 for the Constitutional Union Ticket. 


In the western industriel centers, such as Allegheny county, 
where the main issue had been the tariff and protected free lebor, the 
Republican majority wes large, whereas in the agricultural counties whare 
the issue had been the extension of slavery, the vote was nearly even. 


Berks end York counties remained largely Democratic, Philadelphia, which 


P| 
had given Foster a majority of almost 2,000 in October, returned a ma- 


jority of 1,199 for Lincoln in November, Of the 16,577 votes cast for 

the straight Douglas ticket, 9,274 came from Philadelphia, and of the 
285 

12.809 votes for the Bell-Everett ticket, 7,131 cama from the seme city. 


a 


Many Democrats felt very bit ter toward Forney for the part he 


had played in supporting a streight-out Douglas ticket. George Wo Wood- 


=) 


ward wrote from Pittsburgh to Jeremiah S. Blacks 


At this moment not only political leaders in the 
party here in Pennsylvania, but men high in of= 
fice by virtue of Democratic votes are among the 
most gratified of Lincoln‘s admirers, Their sym- 
pathles were with him in the contest, and if their 
votes were cest for Dougios, it was not until they 
were assured thet they would not hinder Lincoln's 
success, 286 


The Pennsylvanien openly branded Forney as n traitor: 


As was foreseen and foretold, the Forney Douglas= 
ites, true to the interests of that faction and 
its leader, openly repudiated the Reading elector= 
al ticket, violated the solemn compact between 
them and the friends of Breckenridge and cast 





284 Pernsylvenia State Menual, 1923-1924, 539, 

COO wud Lay git Oas Gazotte, cee ae 17, 28, 1860; Pennsylvenia Daily 
Telegraph (Har Sat Aas bee Dis GOs 

286 George ‘/. Woodward to Black in Slack HSS., November 18, 1860. 
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their votes for a streisht ont Douglas ticket which 


ned been momnufectured for the 


of them want 


* 


hog® and voted direct for Lincoln end Ur: 


of course be Sere rety KNOW. 
@ hoavy account to settle and a 
will surely come, 
claiming : 
doubt are 
breeches 
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occasion. 
helped Lincoln as mucn as they dared to, 


they thus 
How many 


whet might aptly be called ‘the whole 


niin cannot 
Trese wen will have 
day of reckoning 


their leaders will be nrompt in 
uhe wages of thoir sin, 
Lraady janglang Lincela gold in thot 


Some of thom nea 


Lincoln undoubtedly approcinted Forney’s aid aguring this campaigns 


cause chortly efter his electi 
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the Buchare 


was probably the longest, mest unexampled, 
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CHAPT::R IIT 
PENNSYLVANIA AND TILZ SECTIONAL CRISIS, November 1860 - April 1861 
Lincoln hed won but the question immedirtely arose as to what 
his pet eee woule cost. The Democrats had claimed throuhout the cane 
paign that tho success of the “fanatical, eee nen Republican pare 


ty" on November 6 would be the gipnal for revolts but the Republicans 


even after their success in October, had consistently scouted the dan- 


#) 
t#) 


ger of digunion. They accused the South of keeping the disunion threat 
an resorye and of bringing it forth on every ecersion which seemed to 


warrant the fear of vower slipping from its grasp. Thus it had bean 


ysed in 1820, when the admission of lissouri as a slave state had been 


-- 


resisted; in 1832, when the North hod clamored for a tariff; in 1847, 


. 
* 


when there had been a chance that the Wilmot proviso would bs adopted; 


state; end, in 1856, when Fremont's chances of election hed seemed pro= 
mising. In most sases the throat had proved successful, Previous to 
the election, the Cuzette professed ts believe that the only thing in 


danger was the Democratic party? 


3 


The threats of dissolution, the aitempts to create 
a panis in the money market, the rally of the Beth 


erm elans, the mounting of blue cockades, and the 
utterences of mournful jeromiads iver the dangers 
ef allowing the people to elect thse man of their 
shoice, are the desperats ventures of a desperute 
perty which cannot reconcile itself to the fate of 
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1 Publis Ledger, October 24, 1860; Post, October 15, 18, 1860; Penn 
anie 


aylva: Ty “November Teg heg LOGON 

2 North Amer ont, October 22, 1860, November 17, 18603; Gazette; 
November Bey 16, 1860; 

3 Gazetio, Ietobsar 24, 1860, November 16; 18650; North Anoticen 
October 22, 1850, 
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being driven from the high places of power, It - 


is not the Union, but the Democratic party which 
is in danger, 4 


The same paper called upon Democratis politicians of the state 
to come out openly and acknowledge that they had for political purposes 
5 . 
misrepresented the views of the Republican candidate, Manv agreed with 


Russell Errett in these views, The country had Bo teek ‘through the bai- 


Lot box to elect Lincoln and it was the duty of the South to su 


p 


pt to 
the will of the majority, The independent Eublic Ledger had declared 


on the morning of the election: 


The people will today confirm the Sudement which has 
already been passed in the public mind, and decidg 

that Mr, Lincoln is to be the President for the naxt 

Four Yearseeco The administration 4 tney choose will 

be constitutionally placed in power, and its policy 

will he guided and governed by constitutional oblicetions 


i 


a 
and pledges, which no administration can recklessly 
depart from without subjecting itself to the certain» 
ty of a et cea and disestrous overthrow, For 
theses reasons, and these merely, we think the movements 
favoring eER LAOH at the present time as il] advised 

and fatel to the character and prospects of those who 

make them, 6 

Perpetuation of the union was vitel to the prosperity of the 


Keystone State. The Public Ledesr pointéd out that Pennsylvania, in 
common with the states af the Ohio. Vallsy, must have a free outlet to 
the Gulf by way of the Mississippi end that in this sense she was a 
wastern state; that she must ay fn free navigation of the Great Lakes, 
anc in this sense she was a northern atate; that she must have a free 


outlet by way of the Chesapeake Bay, and in this sense she was a southe 


ern states thet sha had her seaport on the Delaware and shipved thence 


her coal to the East, and in this sense she was ean eastern state. 
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4 Gazette, November 1, 18603 also see Gtvette: November 2, 22, 1860, 
5 Gazette, November 13, 1860. | 

6 Fublic Ledger, idWeinber 6, 1860. 

7 Public Ledeee December 31, 1860, 
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The same paper denounced the right of secession and quoted Article VI, 
Glause 3 of the Constitution, which provided: 


The senators end representatives... and the mombers 
of the several State Legislatures, and all execu~ 
tive end judicial Officers, both of the United States 
and of the several States, shall be bound by Cath or 
Affirmation to support this Constitution - 


Fa! 
r 

65 
th 


ws 


4 © 


to prove that secession was illegals; but it also counselled moderation, 
proposing that Lincoln ainicce in his administration the more moderate 
mon of all parties, especi liy in the South, 8 

The Gazette, on the other hand, defiantly declared: 


it would be well for the South, now that the 
time for reflection has come, to take note of 
this cool, determined attitude of the North. 
Thsre is no fear, no quaking, no terror, no 


a 


excited apprehension, but ean immovable deter- 


mination to stand by their rights under any and 
all circumstances. A thorougnl uly free people, 
roused to a full comprehension of what belonrs 
to them, can neither be intimidated nor driven. 


We have elected tho man of our choice, in a le- 
gal way, with en intention to administer the 
government upon the princivles which guided Washe 
ington and Jefferson and the fathers of the gove 
ernment, and With no purpose to interfere with 
the rights of a single member of the confederacy, 
and nothing can drive us from our purposs. The 
South may rest assured that it is in no danger; 
but it my also rest assured that it will not be 
coaxed into obedience, The provisions of the 
constitution will be faithfully observed; but the 
integrity of the Union will be mainteined along 
with it. Let those who threaten to assail it 
take heed of the fact in time, 9 


On November 22, however, Pennsylvanions were brought to a ree 


alization of the fact that the Sus sae of the sectional crisis had 


passed the academic stare. On ie day, the banks of Philadelphie suepend- 


a a a 


8 Public Ledrer, November 9, 10s Li, 13; 1860, Decemver 39 Ty 8, 
10, 1860. 
9 Gazette, November 22, 1860, 
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10 

ad specie payments. The effects of the threatening movements in the 
South gradually were weakening public confidence, and an appreciable de- 
pression on business was beginning to be felt, Exciting reports from 
South Carolina and Georgie were well calculated to alarm all but the 
most obtues, Commotion in the South already was reflecting seriously 
upon finance, commerce, and trade, Stocks declined, flour fell twenty 
cents wv barrel in the Eest, wheat dropped in proportion, Operatives of 
large manufacturing establishments were being discharged by hundreds snd 
orders of all kinds were being countermanded, In 1857, when the last 
suspension had occurred, the lersislaturs of the state had been assemblod 
inmediately in extra session and had legalized the act of the benks for 


2 : 


six months; now, the same necessity for an immediate assembling of the 


legislature did not seem to exist, as nobody seomed disposed to press 
the benks at this time; and ell seemed to acquiesce in the suspension as 
pal 


an unavoidable measure, Everyone admitted that this was not a commercial 


crisis in the usual sense of the term, but rather a trial of the commer=- 
5 


cial vaiue of the Union, which a favorable turn in the political situa- 
La 
tion might render of brief duration, 


¢ 


The radical Gazette thought the seriousness of the situation 





overreted. It declared: 


The Northern journals in the interest of the dige 
unionists are doing their best to arouse the fearg 
of the timid and drag every man of capital into 

the belief that there is danger ahead, They hope, 
in this way, to drive the manufacturers and enm- 
ployers into the tesk of curtailing their operations 
and discharging the men at work under them, and so 


10 Public Ledger, November 23, 1860. 
11, Lbid. 
12 Public Ledfer, November 23, 26, 1860. 
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create the nard ‘times that these prophets of evil 
have foretold.... Tne banks have suspended, full of 
coin, withcut a run on them from any quarter, and 
at a time when the country was entering upon one of 
the most prosperous years it hes ever seen. Our 
bankers in Pittsburch had no alternative but to suse 
pend, when the poanetel hate MRE suspended; but the 
latter susponded without anything apparent to justify 
the act Aiopeoatin as we have said, there was gome ins 
erent weakness in their constitution, or ualess they 
were deliberatsly playing into the hands of the south- 
ern alarmists, 1 


There were, however, those who believed thet if the cotton 
states wanted to leave the Union oy should be pormitted to go in peace, 
Post, for example, in January of 1860, had been inclined to justify 
14 
secession and believed that it micht be accomplished peaceably. This. 
point of view was still popular in November and the early part of Decem- 


a3 
per. fs Rhodes pointed out, the government was still carrying the mails 


to South Caroline and other secession states; southern postmasters hed 
not resigned; end, to many in the North, peaceable disunion seemed pos- 
sible. This wes the point of view adopted by Attorney General Blacks 
who in a letter to Buchanan, procesded to show thet all the President 
could do when secession was threatened was to cooperate with the United 
States officers in the state threatening to secede, by sending the are 


* 


my to aid them in enforcing the laws. If, eae? the United States 
officers should resigm and no otherg could be found to take their places, 
the President could do nothing. If he should send the army to enforce 


the laws into any state in which there were no United States officers, 


the act would be invasion and equivalent to a declaration of war, and 











13 Gazette, November 28, 1860. 
14 Post st, January 7, 1860. 
15 Rhodes, Wictody’ of the United States, ITI, 26-31; Greeley‘s 


Amoricnn Conflict, I, 358, 








16 
‘the state would become, by that act, independent, 


Commenting upon the idea edvanced by Robert Dale Cwen and 
otherg that while no hota had the right to socedo, tt would be better 
to permit those states to go which felt dete rmined to do so than to 
attempt to coerce them to remaing the Gazette said: 


Peaceable Secession is 2 great idea, with some 
people, just now; but, however smooth the phrase 
may seem, the thing itself is PrOPOStETOUSe sec 
Peaceable Bacession, or secession which the North 
may choose to permit, could not prevent war, If 
the lover Mississippi fell into the hands of a nae 
tion foreign to us, that 3 very possession would load 
inevitably to war. The great West would never agree 
to sse herself thus cut off from the Gulf and her 
gsouthorn outlet destroyed. the country - the whole 
country paid a RSEVY price for the Louisiana terrie 
tory, solely for the vurpose of securing the undige 
puted Possession of the Mississippi; and the peonls 


of the country will not lamely submit to its sures 


sf 


am 


render, The preservation of the Union ag it is will 
be the duty of the Republicen party as soon as it 
comes into power, That duty it will dischare ga, faith- 


fully, If South Caroline and the Cotton States choose 
to put themselves in the attitude of rebellion, they 
will have to be treated the same as other offenders 
egainst the laws. We can make no terms with traitors, 
nor with those who meditate treason, 17 


= 


Nor wag the Gazotte in any mood for concessions when it said: 
Those who propose new compromises = who talk 
@libly about making concessions to the South, 
utterly mistake the temper of the people, 
There is no disposition on their part to com= 
promise or concede. On the contrary, the feel- 


ing is thorough end determined not to yield one 
inch to those who threaten and bully us, 18 


Efforts were made throuchout the state to show the South that 


the feelings of their neishbors in Pennsylvania were not so radical as 
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16 Gazotte, December 13, 1860, 


17 Gazette, December 1, 1860; also see SEER ALE December 6, 1860, 
18 Gazette, December 3, 1860, — 
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generally believed. Governor Packer, in response to an invitation to 
attend a meeting of John Brown admiregs to discuss the eradication of 
slavery in the United States sent the following replys 

in my opinion the young men whose nemes are attached 

to the foregoing letter would better serve God and 

their country by attending to their own business, 


John Brown was rightfully henged and — fate should 
be a warning to others having similar proclivities, 19 
Oo 


Cn December 1, 1 public dinner was civen to MeClure at the 
Continental Hotel in Philadelphia, as a compliment to his successful 
management of the Republican canmpaien Over four hundred guests were 
present, including leaders of the party from every section of the state. 
Morton McMichasl presided, McClure stated thet on the day of the even= 
ing on which the dinner was to be held, Curtin and he were waited upon 
wer committcsa of Philadelphia business men earnestly im-= 


portuning them to avoid the expression of any sentiments which micht ba 


construed as offensive to the South. I+ was expected that vieCluré,y as 


the guest of honor, would speak elaborately and it was aseumed that eny=- 


thing he said would be in accordance with the wishes of his chief. Cu 


Yr 
ied es 


tin knew that should he make any speech which even by distortion could 
be interpreted as an unnecessary affront to the South it would be cone 
demned in the North, All still were hoping that the Civil Wer might 


6 averted’ and so long as this feeling wes cherished he believed it to 
o 


be imperative upon all those in authority to impose no obstacle which 
iy i 


a b) Ls “ 7 
ight stand in the way of an amicable solution of the sectional issue. 


= 


Morton McMichael delivered the ove ning address, which was en unusually 
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19 Public Ledger, November 27, 1860. 
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acle one. He had been amongst those who had conferred with Curtin be- 
fore the dinner and the Soin aatinen expressed by him were reschoad by 
those who followed, The theme of his speech wes justice for every sec= . 
tion and the necessity for the preservation of the Union, Only 2a few 


paragraphs of the speechss of Curtin and McClure dealt with the section- 


al issue and these hed been propared with the greatest care. They ds- 


clared that every constitutional right of the South must be sacrediy 


maintained, that there must be the fullest comity among the different 


states; and that the Union must be mainteined at any cost. With the 


> 


single exception of an unexpected, violent attack on the South by Wayne 


licVeign, of Chester, no one utters any criticism of that section, be-= 
20 
yond the declaration thet the Union must be preserved. : 


George William Curtis head been engaged for the evening of De« 


t 


cember 13 to lecture before the People’s Literary Institute of Philadel. 
I ary 


s 
4 


phie on “The Policy of Honesty," but, owing to his connection with the 


oe 


entis Slavery i movement, there were intimations that the meeting would b 


mobbed. Mayor Henry, accordingly, wrote to the chairman of the committee 


au charges "Tne appearance of G. WV, Curtis next Thursday will be extrame- 
iy unwise. If I possesssd the lawful power I would not permit his pres- 

. as 
ence on that occasion.” The ower of Concert Hall, having been officially 


informed that should the lecture be Given, there would be danger of a riot, 
22 
cancelled the engagement ho had made to let the hall for that pecasion. 


aa Rennie eeeeeereeee a a a 

20 Gazette, December 5, 1860; McClure, Old Time Motes, I, 467=470. 
Wayne Me Veign was a young man, hak comparrtively unknown outside his 
home county of Chester, but destined to become McClure’s successor. aa 
chairmen of the state committes, : 

2i Public Ledger, Decomber 13, 1860, 
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a 
In accordance with resolutions passed by the City Councils 


G3 


Mayor Henry called a great union mesting to be held in Independence i 
Ms 
Square on the afternoon of the date on which Curtis expected +o lecture. 
The meeting was attonded by some fifty thousand persons and wes hateas 
because the speakers represented every shade of political opinion. Mayor 
Henry, wno prosided, had been an old line Whig and at that time called 
hins elf a member of the People's Party; C. 2B. Trego, President of the Com= 
mon Council, was a Republicans Igaac Hasolhurst was a former Know-Nothing 
Leaders; Joseph R. Ingersoll had been active in the recent Constitutional 
Union movement; City Solicitor Charles EB. Lex, Justice George VW. Vood~ 
ward of the state supreme court, and Theodore Cuyler, President of the 
Select Council, were Democrats, Phrases such as “The Union must be pre-=- 
served," “Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparrble," and 
"Concession before secession,’ were freely used and convey a fair idea of 
the temper of the addresses, Resolutions were adopted proclaiming ate 
tachment to and reverence for the Constitution; declaring that the ene 
durancs of the Union depended upon the faithful observances by the people 
fall the reguletions of the Constitution; deploring state laws which 
evaded or defcated the provisions of the Constitution; pledging that 
the peopls of Philadelphie would have their representetives search 
the statute books of Pennsylvania and have repealed any statute which 
invaded the constitutionel rights of a sister state; recognizing the 
obligations of the fugitive slave law and reconmending the enactment of 
a law which would give compensation in case of the rescuo of a fugitive 


~ 
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gleve as provided by existing lews in case of destruction of property 

by mobs; declaring that the people of Philadelphia submitted cheerfully 
to the decisions of the Supreme Court on the questions of recognizing 
slaves as property and cs to the rights of slave holders in the terri 
tories; declaring that the denunciation of slavery rs existing in the 
United Stetes was inconsistent with the spirit of brotherhood; approving 
the suggestion thet a convention from the several states be held to con= 
sult about and to suggest remedies for complaints of southern states; 
end appealing to the people of South Carolina, Ceorgia, Alabama, Miss- 


25 
issippi and Florida to forbser from seceding from the Union, The 
L y 


yey 
is 


% 


fmerican praised the assemblage with the foliowing words: "A great meeting 
it unquestionably wae = great in the impulses which led to it, great 

in the numbers, and great in the character and spirit of the vast me jori- 
ty of those who participated in it.“ Thus during these weeks public 
sentiment upon the slavery question was un idergoing something of a conserva- 
tive revolution in Pennsylvenia, A letter from Pittsbureh, deted Decen- 
ber 19, said: "This, you know, is the darkest spot on the map of Ponnsyl= 


= 
venia ~- yet light has broken in upon us." 


~ 


Meny in Pennsylvania earnestly hoped that “a effort would be 
put forth by the state and federal governments to effect a successful 
compromise, Some hed voted for one or other of the Democratic candidates; 

thers had voted for Lincoln, believing the southern threats to be large~ 
iy Srevado; but when thoroughly awakened to the seriousness of the situae- 


tion, they too became frizhtened. When secession ceased to be a purely 
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25 Public Ledger, December 14, 1860, 
26 North - émerican, Decomber 14, 1360, 


27 McClintock to Black, Decenber 19, 1860, Blnack iss 


academic matter, the Post, along with other conservative journals, begen 


aawv 


to demand that vigorous efforts be made to preserve the Union, Ths Post 
on December 18, wrote: 


After all reas fo 
hess can suggest have bee 
Stata to oe { 

she still p 
States, en et > tO 

be a decloration of civil war, i she is eek 
mined to isnave, the firing of puns and the sheds 
Ging of human bleed can never compel her to ree 

mein-in the fanily, 28 


The Pennsyivrnien berated the Republicans and demanded that the North 


recede? 


Cast aside all indirect issues, throw away the vexed 
tariff, subuerge all personel preference now mixed 

election, and avoid all sectionslism, so 
people of the Nerth can vote for or against 
tution adapted to the wens y the happiness, 
uns security, the property, and the Union of the 
whole Anericen poople, 29 


The Gazettes, however, continued to insist that the Republicans had won on 





oh 
pee 
w@ 

fe 


— 


esue of uncompromising hostility to the extension of slavery, and 
was determined to profit by its victory 
Its platform upon the subject was plein, direct, 
unequivocal: without that plank, it could ney- 


er have won that victory; nor can it maintain it« 
self in power one hour if it abandons it. 30 


With great interest the state had looked toward Washington to see 


Sh) ey ieee na Te mene eran or ectare e reree merece eriaanateleeten artim antes wes eens hates secoe-ciiaten oa 


Post, December cele i8603 also soe Post, November 29, 1860, 
Penusyivanien, November 29/8860. 
Gazette, Dn couber 20, 1860, 
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whet would be dono there, Tho editor of the Public Lodger, thinking of 
the scornful contempt in waich Thaddeus Stevens end some of the other 
Ropublican representatives from Ponnsylvania held the South, urged upon 


Congress “conciliation, forbearance and concession," instead of re- 
. = 
roachful epesches, bitter invoctives, and the language of passions 
9 > & 


Tnterest in the President’s ennucl message on Decomber 3 way mainly cone 


3 


corned with thet portion which dealt with the oxisting crieis in volitie 


cal affaires. .Buchenan pointed out that for twenty-five years an incess+ 


A. 


ent war had been meintained azainst the institutions of the South until 


oY 


not only the security of the property of the pecple of that region but 


thoir personal safety as well had become ondengored. This had induced 


5 rs xe Pe RF : 9 pulses = P o ie LE Tee 
thom to suggoss, as the only means of self protection, a secession irom 

as Tn of PS py gua o « > -t. ; a may f a 
a union which afforded no protection ageinst thesa hostile manifoestatlona. 
5* 2 *. 3 . te +t A. rAd « Sean “ 2. 
He declared, however, that the election of a president adverse to tha 


4 


thot secession wes inconsistent with the history and character of whe 

federal constitution; that secession was rovolutica and coulé be justi= 
fied oaly after all pacific and constitutional means of romecying polis 
tical wrongs hed failed, He did not believe, however, that the federal 


government had eny power to coerce a state into submission; even though 


3+ had, he thought it would not be wise to exercise 1% becruse the Union 


* as 


rested woon public opinion and if it could not live in tho effections of 
the peoplo, it was naturel that it should perish. Ue suggooted an ex- 
planatory emendment to the constitution, defining the rights of the South 


$n accordenco with the decisions of the. Suprome Court, 
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Many Democratic members of Congress anrodd with those views, 
On December 11, William Bigler, of Pennsylvania, deliverod en address 


in the Senate, in which he recommended that the poople select rsepre- 


sentatives to discuss o remedy for the distrectoed condition of the covn= 


try, and if necessary “pive guarantees to the agprieved States." He 


said that he wes convinced that “if the sffort be mede in the right die 


rection, the people of this country will give all the guarantees that 
idan 
eo 


the South ~ upon full reflection will demand," Seven days lester, Sen= 
a4 


wucky, proposed 


= 


ator Crittenden, of Ke nis compromises measure, and 

on the same dey tho Senate voted to appoint a committee of thirteen to 

consider the grievances of the South, and to suggest, if possible, a 
35 

remedy. 


Before any speci?ie action could be dotormined upo 


ai 4 = 7 Som! ~ “a19+t% a Ae ge =| 7 AS 4 
the crisis came. (On December 20, South Carolina, in a convention of 


b tn) Fe | = ° a $4 y het, 
ie Tollowing day yolesd the general 


ditoriel which declorods: 


© 


Of course, % 
recomnise the 
receive or ne te wi 
of the Federal Govornmen 
enforce the lews in every part o 2 
of the United States, without rerard 
titude assumed by any portion of e 
tants therein, It is to defend, by 
wer of the government, the property end 
rity of the General Government, and not 
spoilation or violation of either, 36 
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33 Cong. Globe, 36th Cong., 2nd SOSSu> 47543. 
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34 ibid., 112-114, 
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The Post was urgent in its demend that the federnl government do somee 
thing before it was too lates 


Grant every forbearance ~ axheust every effort 
at compromise = urgs every consideration of af+ 
fection and mutual interest, ond if all fail, 
why then the General Government must ficht for 
the integrity of the Union, Peaceable secession 
means treason in high places, If without ob-~ 
struction, let or hindrance = if without an sp-~ 
peal to rrms, this confederacy is permitted by 
its rulers to becone disunited = those rulers 
would occupy a place in history alongside of 
Boenodict Arnold, 37 


On December 24, the city of Pittaburgh was throvm into a furore 
of excitement by the announcement that Secretary of War John B. Floyd 
had ordsred a large amount of munitions of war to be shipped South, The 
explenetion given by the military authorities was to the effect that the 
government had for some time beon constructing two forts, one at Ship Is= 


land, below New Orleans, on the east side of the Mississipp and the 


fe 
‘SD 


other at Griveston, Texas. These forts wore ready for the reception of 
the ordinance, and Floyd accordingly had ordered it sent to them, A cone 
tract had been made with the steamer "Silver Wave" to tarry the 7zuns to 
their destination. A report from the arsenal revenled that the order 
celled for the shipment of 44 ten inch Columbiads, 69 eight inch Colum- 
bieds, and 11 thirty=two pounder iron Suns, making a totel of 693 tons 

of ordinence. The excitement already in existence because of the strained 
political situation was grently intensified by this shee Meany persons 
talked loudly of preventing the removal of the guns, Leeding citizens, 
Democrats as well ag Republicens, sent telegraphic messages to Ws shington 


38 
making inquiries regerdinr the matter, 


i) Mae Maselin p aMGORDeE- Lc. L660. 
37 Post, Jmnuery 4, 1862. | 


38 Post, Dacembor 25, 1860: P i GAZE 
Vest TMODOr wy 1500; Public Ledger, December 25, 1860: Gnzette 
December 25, 1860. : 














A public meeting with regerd to the matter wes held on Decem- 
per 27, but by this time the excitement had somewhat abated. Resolutions 
were adopted deprecating any interference with the shipment of arms, 
bus requesting a suspension of the order until furthor advices had come 
PHO Wet oH: One of the Pesolutious asked the Preside ent to remove 


from his cabinet every maa known to give countenance in any way to the 
“39 
revolt of any of tha gtetes against ths uwiion,. For once the two Pitts~ 


burgh papers were agreed that the removal of the suns hed boon a mistake. 
Tho Post felt that the erder should have been countermanded until the 

“&O 
subsidence of the excitement with regard to the politicsl future, The 





Pas x. ‘as: 1 LJ 
editor of tho Cazette, however, charged that President Buchanan ves in 
* Pee Meer : ae aa eaee ais jae’ = ie ae ie Ta apeaesir ee . Vere le 
League with the secessionists and accused hin of having made a distinct 


h Carolina not to reenforce 


BO pound 4 LoL, = \o 4 , ok A ee ) ~ “s «. me > 

the forts in Cherleston horhor upon gondition that they were not to ba 
a, : Sa hs 2 pre Tt? ie a iptse 9 ae 

avtacked during his term of office, He charged that the administration 


was deliberately weakening the militery power of the government by sond» 
ing its lend end sea forces beyond reach, and, at the same time, supply+ 
ing the South with arms and ammunition, so that by the time Lincoln 
should assume the cuties of his office, the country would bo alinoont power« 
less in it suthority. In the meantime» the leaders In South Carolina 
were to keep quiet with the essurance that they might seize upon the fortes 
just about the times Buchanan was Ley ying dovm the seale of office. This 


progresis Russell Errett nssorted, had had to be modified somewhat in cor. 


cessi.en to the unexpsctod oxpression of indir guation by patriotic men in 
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: 4) 
all sections of the country. 


There is no question that the greet mass of voters in Pennsyl~ 
vania were ardently in favor of efforts to adjust peacefully the diffi« 
cultios of the country, The Crittenden proposal to extend the Missouri 
Compromise line to the Pacific found a great deal of favor with the pub= 
lic. Meetings were held in numerous places throughout the state and many 


petitions were signed expressing s desire to have the resolutions parsed. 


> 
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Bigler in the Senate and Morris in the House of Representatives presented 
-—} 
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8a ong 686 es S22 tne Ppeopls of Pet in syi- VanLea ayn ODOT ut ani. $Y wu 1ey S no 
doubt, would have embraced the plan regerdless ef party. The Gagetia, 
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advence of the opportunity to carry Lt anto effect. 44 
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45 
polioved that compromise was futile. Seward, in his addross in the 


Senate on January 12, virtuelly killed the Crittenden inautiots by 
refusing to come to its support, He avewed himself in favor of letting 
tho laws of each state decide whether or not slavery should be pornitted 
there, of roperling tho so-called personal liberty laws, of enacting 
proper legis lation for the suppression of the invasion of the states, 
£6 

and for holding a nationel convention sometime in tho vegue futures 
Two days later, Bigler offered his proroseal that tho sense of the people 
of the states be taken upon the Crittenden proposals together with core 

| 47 


tain othor suggested erendments to the constitution of the United Staves. 


* 


On Januery 16, Bigher moved to postpone all other business of the Senate 


to take us the Crittenden amendments. This wes agreed to by 2 vote of 
£3 
27 to 26: but later in the day the death blow was finally dealt to the 


movement by the edoption of a motion to amend the Crittenden resolutions 
by striking out the proamble and the resolutions and substituting a dec~ 
laration thet the constitution needed to be obeyed rather than amsnced. 
This was carried by 2 vote cf 25 to 23, all the Ropublicana voting to= 


4S 
gether for it. Cameron voted with his varty on this accasions but on 


Janusry 29 he told a Philadeiphis audience that although he did not ene 


dorse all of the Biglor-Crittenden sentiments, he vas willing vo support 


jte 


if by eo doing he could help to satisfy the 
69 
violent men of the South and bring them back to their duty. 


and vote for the proposition 
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Although various attempts were made to revive the Crittenden 
proposition, 1% haa “beevi effectively killed by the combined action of the 
Republicans of the North and by various Democrats from the cotton states 
who refused to vote for it, Tho Gazette, for example, opposed the moves 


on tho ground thet the Crittenden Compromise did not propose te restore. 


4. 


the Mieeourl Compromise line, but rather to establish it with regard %o 


e 


ell territory alrondy in the possession of the United States end to all 
45) 
thereafter te be acquired. 
Hany Republicans rofused to regard the rejection of the peace 


overtures as final. Union meetings were held in ali ° the laraes citiss 
> } wo 


and tn most cases auch patherings were attended by Democrats end Repub= 
4 ee ~ ev 
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ed in Congress, 
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both Bicher and Comeron in the Senate, and Morris and others in the House 
> ? 
52 
of Represontatives continued to read petitions in their favor. Fifty 


thousand Philadelphia workingmen appointed a committees to go to Vashing- 
ton and Harrisburg to recommend te both Congress and the state legisla= 


53 . 
ture that they endorse the Crittenden Compromise, A letter from Herry 


Conrad, a resident of Philedelphia, to Crittenden, assured him that the 

resolutions would be endorsed by the peoplo of his elty by 200,000 majori-~ 
(54 

ty if they could zet the opportunity to vote upon theme In tho seme City, 

e memorial was put in circuletion among those knovm to have voted for Line 


coln, asking that, as e peace measure, the Crittenden resolutions, with 
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persons, many of whom were prominsnt in tho Republican party. Thus it 


> 


would soem that meny people, representing all shades of political opin- 
ion, favored the Crittenden compromise as a practical settlement of the 
political differences of the time, 


The Pennsylyenian pointed cut that the “leme duck” Congress 


eee Sette ST me 


then in seasion did not represent the wishes of the people inasmuch es 


the membors had been elocted Long before the existing crisis had devel- 


oped and uvon different issues than those which then were uppermost. It 


declared3 
People are ti Sis to talk to Gongrees through potie 
tions. These arrive in Vashington and in the state 
legigloture by cart Loads and sre disrogerded, 56 


Cn January 23, 1861, Wiliam Montgomery, a Democrat from the 20th Con- 


ee 


gressional District (Fayette, Greene, Washington) declered that sdjust- 


mont of the existing difficultica impossible with the presont mem 


a) 
=f 
) 
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pers as it was apperent that some would not yield. He proposed, there- 


~ 


fore, that every member resiom his place and let the people have anothor 
ay 4 
eloction to £311 their places for the remainder of their aia 
Governor Curtin, however, placed little reliance upon the pos-~ 
sibilities of o peaceful restoration of the Union. Soon after the ste 


cession of South Carolina, he, with the assistance of a group of promi~ 


nent and liberal business men, had sent about a score of young mon into 
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the South 6 ascertain tho true siate of affaire theres These mOSBaN- 
gera went ostensibly es telegraph operators ond commercial agents, and 
their carefully prepared reports convinced the incoming Repudlican gove 
ernor of the extent and earnestness of the secossion movement. He ree 
alized that war was a virtuel certainty if tho Union were tc be main- 


tained but hoped that a firm stand cn the part of his state might tond 
58 


to prevent the secession of Virginia and Kentucky. His dnaugur al ad- 


dress was the first officiel utterance on the part of any great northern 
ee uvon the jesue of secession, McClure has an acceunt of how Curtin 
prepared this eddross before leaving his homa in Bellefonte. The evovie 


ing of bis arrival in Herrisburg he summoned [11 Slifer and Samuel Pure 


vience, who vera to form his cabinet, together with Morton Uchiichacl, 
Alexander 4%, McClure and Willien B. Mann, to hear it and to suggest 
changes, He steted that ks was entirely satisfied with every pert of 1% 
except the paragraph defining the relation of the state to the federal. 


government end the attitude toward the question of sacession, When he 


_ 


had finished reeding, no one proposed any changes other than whet Curtsa 


himself hod rointed out. The discussion usen this question lasted until 


three in the morning, when the governor elect suggssted that each retire 


to his room and write the parapreph ae ths inausurel as he dDelisved it 


ts 


ghould be presented, They mow pean the followings morning et ten o 
clock, Eclkiichael read his paper Tirst, then Kony then McClure, After 
tho roadiag of HeCluro’s paper, Ueliichael and Yann asked loeve to with~ 
dray theirs and Slifer end Purviance declined to presen’ wheat they had 
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ure. Nevertheless there can be but little doubt that the spirit, if not 


the letter, of the legislation was hostila to the idea of rendition of 
fugitive slaves, Aftor its onsctuent, various efforts to have the ob- 
jectionable sections of the act repealed mot with but slight successe 


Section three prohibited, under heavy penalties, the judges and megis~ 


rates of the state from acting under any measure of Congresay or ovher= 


cir 


Wise taking jurisdiction of 


"y 


aot 2 2 ¢ Fs) 3 7 >, 5 geet 3 
the cass of a fugitive from labor, section 


an) 
Bt * 
re 
3 
5 
~~ 
ay, 
‘ 


four proviced punishment of mprisoument for the “tumultuous 


ani riotous® arrest of a fugitive slave, by any person or persons, un~ 


y : 8 py 8 5 34-7 Fee = » | <7 482m eyt . a. ote 5 +". 
der any pretense or authority, im such a way as to creat a breach of the 


public peace, Section six denied the use of county jeils for the deten~ 
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act of 1788 which ellowod persons passing through the stete to take 


thoir slaves with thom and yermitted persons from slavehelding statea to 


Gy 
os 


z ree aS emcees ead ab bat eke ee Sores Pee 4 - ise 
sojourn in Ponusylivenic with their slaves for any Deried not exesoding 
spa 8 
Gl 


ix mentis 

Section six had been vopealed in 18523 but sections threa and 
een reenacted in the revised pennl code which hed been passed 
$n 1860, ‘Tho 95th section of this code provided punishment for the kid- 
napping of free porsons of color, mulattoss, and others. It also pro~ 
vided for the punishment by fine and inorisoament of magistrated and 
other officers wno a aid in the axecution of the fugitive slave act 
and imposed heavy vonaltics upon any person or persons cgleiming any fugi- 


eel %, 


tive who, although ermcd with a propar warrant, should happen te occasion 
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a disturbance of the public peace while attempting to arrest a runawey 
negro for the purposes ef taking him before any district or circuit judge. 
The injustice of Section 95 lay mainly im the fact that 1% imposed a 
penelty upon the mester or his agents and made thom responsibie for a 
preach of the pence, when such public disturbance could only proceed 


x 


effect his 


ra + 2 * 


from the violence of the fugitive end of the mob gathered to 
regoue. It wag not likely that an. officer or two while attempting to 


execute the laws would produce a riotous disturbance, but Lt wes to be 
8 


ie) 
Cnt 


ed that versons whose syroathies were srouscd in behalf of a 


Sgt 4 + e 
ne} GACLER 


mon about ta be returned to slavery wight interfereto effect his resous 


and thus disturb the public poacs and impede the erlang Fpl of ths lavwse 
Yot this law pronounced ne penalty against those wao produced such a 
riot by unlewfully atienupting a rescuo aud very severe peneities against 
the officers making e legal orrest.  \Viniie this mey net have Coen mcon~ 


aS deg a > = a obs gy + ord dna wd ee a? «yee 3 5. G4 a & ok 
stitutional, i% certainly wes uafricndly end caloevlated to deter pursurt 
E arts s. Eames Peer eee a FTN, Foe Bi PS pee tena cy a tue eae 
and prevent the return of fugitive slaves. the 96th section pronso1tea 


the transfer of fugitive siaves. As this was a matter which releted 


qnolly to the domostic concerns of the state whence the slave hed fled, 
3% wes regarded by the South as bapnet olay obnoxious. Tt was difficult 
for meny, even in Pennsylvenia, to understand why an ownor should be pro- 
hibited from selling a fue’ ive while out of his posseasion unless this 
were intended to give the fugitive a octter opportunity to escape. Thus 
the very positive statements of MeClure ond other promincat Republican 
leaders that thors was not a single lew upon tho statute books %o wuich 
any etate could taks excaption and thay Penneyivonisa hed gone even fare 


thor than was necessary to f Pactla tate the rendition of fugitive slaves 


was not borne out by the facts. 
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The legislature assembled in Herrisberg on New Year's Day In 


a 


1861, and it never camo together at a time more perilous to the inter= 


° 


ests of the country and of the groat state it represented. Differences 


of principle, pide of opinion, and sectionalism had driven the two die 


the country to the verge of civil’ war, Woth3ng but comrro~ 


ee 


visions of 


miso could avert such en issue and the legislature was in no mood for 
bie) 32 a, P ¢ g, a a, £ EE | ek 

compromise. The Publis Lodger spoke for the great body of conservative 
Pe a ee ME Sy eee eee * J 


The duty of Pennsylvania is at its very first meet- 


7 
ee (oa SO ae aS RE Nak ore ons ai © 
ing in January to repeal any enactrenat hostile wo 
P =; 7 | + Pee ae ata 5 Pe, & 
tha fugitivo slave law, A movement to this effect 
3 a | je nist an ar owe ns . +s Swe m™ . 
should be immediately made by our Cltizens. 129 
2 Fo e sontimerntal ee is ¢ br 64 
tima for sentimenval nonsence is gone « VE 
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resolutions of auch o nueture se would tend toward alleying the sectional 
i PRE aes 5 fe eee ) a Baa ee ES 4 ae 23 she ewe 3 +3 
excitement and perhaps sugvest some practical measures tencing toward tas 
; 
a £3 o Ae ete | adh ak + TY, ex Catt eho De) Altes | 
restoration of peace and harmony. Unfortunetely, hovweverg the legisla- 


es ANY 4.9 OS eyes 8 iy ee a ee eS gs 
Ure WALCA CSEsan ted Wes in no mood for COnNCLLAATLON. 


burg was full of both strangers and members of tho logisinture. The 
Republican mombere of the Senate met in caucus in 


minetod Robert MH. Palmer, of Schuylkill, for opeeker. He was electod 


the next day, Palmer was a man of ability, 2 yood lawyer ond debater, 
firm end decided in his positions end courteous in his demennor, He was 


n Republicen, but not of the radicel brand. After his slection, Palner 
y 


addressed the body concerning the business of the soasion. He pointed 
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out that tho procesdings of tho legisloture of 1861 were of far more 
than usual censequencs. Ha declared that Penneyivenis would neyer con~ 
gent to disunion and thet she would resist every effort to destroy the 
constitution or tho Union. Ho alluded to the charge which so frequent- 
ly had heen made by southern leaders and others to the effect that there 
were upon the statute books of Pennsylvania laws which were in deroga= 


tgon of the constitution of the United States, and ths acts of congress 


passed in accordance with its provisions. He stated that if this were 


a Tn 


so, Which he did not believe, ths country ought to know that Zt had net 


* 


been dono intentionelly, He suggested that in order that 


oy 


gure of her position, not only in intents. 


- - ¥ t+ ee fet 4 ~ 4% ot - 24 Ve. 
of hor law bearing upon the ronditien of fugitives held to later or esr 
4 Ri Pe) 4 Pa on 1 8 ty ~ a T 3 2s ad 2a: Bran a _ 

vice in othor states, be carofully examined and reported upen by G& com 


cause of compleint should 


features of the ponal code without stopping to quibble ovar thom, and 
then proposed some form of compromise, it would a% least have been a 
stop taken in the direction of a pacific settlement. But the dispogl~ 


tion ssomed to be to yield nothing for the sake of peace. The Gozetis 





ted to tmow why tho Seuth had suddeniy become aware of the existence 
of those “otmoxious" acts and stated that the peremptory manner in 


whieh che demanded their roneal but served to antagonize the northera 
7 6F 
ptetes and make them determined not to visld, Forty-seven Republicans 


. 


yoted against a resclution that the speaker of the house and the ehsires 
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pee of the judiciary committees be appointed a Seite with instructions 
‘to request any two judges of the supreme court of the state to furnish 
in writing thoir opinien as to whe th or there was any law upon tho sta- 
tute books of Ponnsylyania, relative to fugitives from labor, thet could 
be cons strued to be in conflict with the true spirit of the federa 1 con- 
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Balls to repeal sections 95 and 96 of the pen 2k code wers 


troduced in beth tha Senate and the House end wore ref@red to the judi- 


£ 
Glial comsittees which failed to report them, They were smothered in com 
mittse becnuse the majority evidently were afreid the matter might cause 


too mich dissensien tithin the ranks of their party if it were psrmitted 


rs ela, ee 2 Tg eR Ee ee ee Pe a ee eee Aiton cine AORN PEE ens x 
to come before the legislative bodies, Acpdarantly they were opposed ta 


= Faw wht + 3 A a. 7, = % er * 
Gingiy. While it is probable that tho time had vassed when the repel of 


Le sections of the penal code sould be productive of any 


. Ded A mn oe St. § 4% i? he: F . -- 
e the southern states, it is pessible that had the lesis~ 
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68 Pennsylvenia Jourceh of the House, 1862,64; Pu! blis Ledrer, Janu~ 
ary 10,11, 1861. ' | 

69 logisiative Racor’ of Pemeruenios 2 LG6h5 179,805, 

70 Public Lodger, foreh 27, Lol, A oil] waking eluies and counties 
liable for compensation to the omers of eds giaves in cases where 
they should ba rescued by mebs was Smtroducod in tho sencte and reierrad 


to a select commitice of five, ont this too was smothered, The bill was 
seid to heve boen broughs to Harrisburg by a gentleman who had submitted 
it to the various union monbers of congress from the Gorder slave states 
Who had coacurred in the opinion that its passages by the legislature of 
Foenneylvania would very matériaily etrenguhen them in rasisting tno seq~ 
cossionists in those states. It was said thet a Republicen member from 
one of the most radical districts of western Pennsylvania urged tha passe 


age of this 0111 as a measure of justice to the citizens of the border 
slave strates and hed es Cease that its prompt enactment would make 50,000 
votes for tho Union in Yirgin tesa Public Ladrory Janunry 30, 1861; 
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lature acted prouptiy it would have excrtod a beneficial influencs. 
Had Pennsylvania unhoesitetingly led: off in this work it might have set 
@ good exemple to the other border states which hed adopted personal 
liberty laws in direct violation of the eae ec nagl 

Another illustration of the Spal trend of the majority in 
the state legislature was the. character of the two men selected to rep- 
resent the state in tho senate of the United Statos. The term of Will- 


1. 


4am Digler, who had worked so fnithfully for the passage of the Crittsn= 


don Comprorise, expired this year; and, on January 7, the People’s Pare 
ty caucus nomineted Edgar Cowen, of Vestmoreland, to succeed him. Coven 
v on 9 
al st | 


* 
2 
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was a friend of Camsron, and dicalt Republicen. A 
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gecond vacancy occurred when Simon Cameron resimed in March to enter 
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Wis place wes Filled by David Valmot,. a vurtin © 
Th 
; * thn pd Bot mon (iy oa ew pe tee 2 I aa Be ees | fc pe Skies ae Yn 

who was by no means conservavlive in his ateltuce vowere tho South, the 


mn. 
appointment of Govon and Wilmot 
the moderete Republicans that Ponnsylvania wished to adovt og concilistory 
pttitude towerd the South. 


‘mong a variety of resolutions presented to tho logislatures 
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TL Numerous petitions were presented in both houses praying that the 
legislature would repeal all objectionable laws and provide for the com= 
ponsaticn to owners for sinves escaping through interference of citizens 
of Pennsylvania. Sue EAE January 3545859 Japtpueiieds 1861, February 

5985 Tae Eee 1361, ‘the oniy stetes which did make any changso in their 


personal Liberty wats. wore in ths New Englend area, Rhode Island re- 
pealed its poe sonal liborty lew in January; Massachusetts and Vermont mod= 


ified theirs in March and eeree 
72 Pe een on orem, Journed of the House,1861545~44,45=46; Pennsyivenisa 
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the most important were the Swith resolutions, which, eventually passing 
both houses, declared the fraternal sentiments of the poople of Pennsyl- 
vanie for their brothers in the South, and the belief that the peopie of 

the slava stetes should be permitted uninterrupted enfoyment of thet 
domoctic institutions. They denied the right of secossion and pledged 


in to the federal government in any ef= 


The Denocratic members opposed thy passage of the Smith reso- 


* rat 


lutions, because, althouch in the main unobjsctionable, they piedge the 


h 


oO 


“hole military power of the state to assist % foneral government in 


a 


maintaining the Uniow, While tho Democrats id nat approve of secession, 
oe : - 


+ ya f 4 Ay oe te Oo ct “a ot etn enD ea ee ae abe a a a yer 

ond belteved that the federal gsovernused, should protects 103 prepersys 

a, aioe MES ae ae 5 : = <5 papete eae’ 4 
thoy felt that acfeir and roasonable sompromise such as that preposed by 


Se mas 4 y) ae ted ‘ hf ao st. 4.2 ;  wmBA of te b 2 
Grittendon could bo effectsd, If the question were narrowed aown 6o VnEe 


EA ae ei) gi ed af > : eg 
aitornative of eivil wer ovr veaceabls separstion, most of them prodadly 


would here aeceated the latter, because they did not believe the Union 
Oy i 
could aurvive 2 civil war. 


gat ° 


The Democrats 1 


tor of the delegates selected by Govornor Curtin to represent the state 


at the Pence Gonference, Thue legislature of Virginia invitod the otner 
states te send comaissionors to meet in a convention to be held tn Wesh~ 


ington on February 4) to attempt to adjust the soctacnel differences. 


> o 


Tventveone gtates eccopted the invitation and sen. commissioners aypoint=- 
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ea either by shete xertsietubs or by thoir governor. Jn Pennsylvania, 
after Wicorous oppoeition from the radical Republicans, a series of res- 
elutions finally were passed empowsring Curt sin to rppoint seven commiss~ 
joners to represent the state at the proposed conference, The power of 
these dol Logates: wes limited, however, by the provision that they were 
to be subject to the instructions of the legislature, which then pro~- 


eceded to warn them that “the people of Pennsylvania co not desire 


a) 


AY 


alteration or erendrent to the Gonstitution of the United States.” The 


olutions would have felled without the unanimous yote of the Doensers- 


avd % : opt e a ' 4 “er a Pe > = ys & AS es os EE A Ss Taye 
tic members, who were impertuned to assent to thom in vhe nope vnew Gruires 
“FPQ 
73 


4in would appoint two or three members of thoir party as delergatese 
When the list was published, ell seven commissioners were Republicans. 
They wore William !. Meredith, of Philadelphia, ex«Goyernor Pollock, of 


xt ? ? y Sie Sea a 2 4 Oma Tt - apr tnes 
Nortiumbericud, Devid Wilmot, of Bradford, Judge harry White, of Ineaisna, 


» i 4 v 5 rm ed fe Be Ue irs 5 Leek cde ba ge i“ ys 
on ns “- As t 40 kG : - “A ¢ eae 
A, MW. Loomio, of Mlesheny, “alliem cenonnen, Of wasmingeon 


BE, Franklin, of Lencester, The Democrats neturaily folt thet they had 
been unfairly dealt with end resented particulier y the appointment of 


Wdimote Imo oditor of the Ponnevivenian wrote: 
NOEL aE Re BET 
Our poople are, by an overwhelming majors cys in 
favor of a sottlerent upon tho besis ef the Crit~ 380 
tendon=Ficler propositions, but these men are NOT s 


Eyon the independent Publie Lodrer in commonting upon the appointments 


said: 


Governor Gurtin hae madd a dis mistake in selocting 
oil the men from one partye case Ho hes allowed pare 
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tisan feslings to control hims «eos This is . 
not the proper way to compromise our nation- 
el differences. 82 


Hany Democrats throughout the state believed that e united 
82 
stend on their pert might carry some welg nt with the Peace Conferences 


Accordingly, at the call of its chatrman, William A. Welsh, the Democra- 


tic State Executive Comnmittes met in Harrisburg on January 30, 1860, end 
oS 
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unanimous a resolved to summon a stete convention to meat on February 21. 
This convontion waa vo consist of three delegates for evory senator and 


representative, making ea total of 399 members. In his officiel call, ; 


ONE, Cae ee Le) eee ne) Eee le ee en = oe! 


| 
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WVelsh said: 
rs) Acs LOY ot Oe Og: BOE el eee me pe od Lee s 
the fatlure of the Republican party to medi, in 
; i ak m = t= 
| @ proper spirit of concession and conpromi ax the 
. . oe 
overtures made for the adiustment of cur nation- y | 
at Difficnltics renders it necessary that the ux a 


~ ae ie > 3 ofe Te 
She Commounealth should take 


Teen 
energetic act 


nited Dexocracy of 
Prompt 5 decided, e 
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inis state convention of the Demecrate mot at EBrent*s Hall in Harrisbure 
3 oy By - ‘ fa Ant = ae Fae 4 if 4 5, . 
on February 21. Over 250 dslesates appeared, It effected a permanent 


declared the supreme authority of the federal cgavernment and its power 


to proserve itself, mand at the seme time asserted the indepcudent sover- 





eigniy of the states over every subject not surrendered to the control of _ 


the federal government, It declared the biiding force of the constitution 


. 
ee 
end the patriotic devotion cf the Democratic party to the Union. Tho o- 
qual rights of oll the states were fairly and equitably acknowledged as 


relating to tho territories and the party pledgseditself to sustain this 
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right until a satisfactory dividing Line could ba constitutionally set- 
tled. The Crittenden compromises or something equivelent to 1%, Wap ape 
proved and cordially eo commented to the support of the Democrats of every 
elans. An armed aggression upon the beds ct states was disapproved, 
especialiy so lonz as any northern state maincained Lewis wqnich conflicte 
ed with the just demands of the South, and the party pledged itself a- 
gainst coorcion until the rights of the South were secured, The position 


@5 Was warmly ap BEVIS» and Curtin was censured for his 


ch 


of the border sito 
partisan course in appointing the commissioners to the Peace Conference. 
A conmittee of thirtyefour was named to deliver copies of the resolutions 


s 


%o the president and vice president of the United States, the senators 


ey ea - Paar Ae » 1 Pp * 4 in 3 ~ ‘ 
end ropresontatives from Pennsylvania in Congress, and also 9 copy %O 

; a at S thy Pascoe Canvornr ets) Sn masation in Vashinee 
eocn Ot vila mom oe ad ay Che sGecs vonter onCcs RTS Te at SOnBRBLOR sess wi UL ne tte by : 

84 
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Tho Pence Conference Held its meotings ad closea deorsy 
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but 23 is safe to assume that the Pennoyivenia algae sen upheld tre bo= 


lief of Curtin thet tho proceodings were bound to bo futile, fF is amne- 


ing to note that many : Republicanss evon after the failure of this confer= 
ence, still believed the South was bluffing, Tho Cazoure in an editori- 
el ontitled "They Would Rether Bluster than Fight" gloated over the fact 
that the guns of Fort Sumber nad nad a nost pacifying effect upon the 
“hold gojer boys" who had decidod to content themselvos with uitoring 

85 
loud throats and drinking bead whiskey. Tho North American about tha seme 


date wrote: 


Those who anticipated the speedy secession of the 


84 Public Ledgor, February 21322523, 18613 Post, February 29 25, 1651, 
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remaining 8 slave states havo beon signally dis- 
eppointed,. Despite conspiracies and contrivences 
ef all sorts they have thus far remained firm and 
true to the Union end the Coustitution,.e.. It is 
plain that the reaction In the South against sa- 
cession hes sat in with full force end if a vote 
could now be taken in the Cotton States we have 
not a doudt that in a mejority of them disunion 
would be beaten, and tha Union prove victorious 
ever all its foss. 86 


Meanwhile the president-elect was on his way to Vashingtons 


end the nection was waiting with bated breath for some snnovuncement as 


te the course he would pursue, The Tridune had declered he was pledged 
not to compromise, but Seward and Weed vere confident that he was ready 

4o seespt and endorse any reasonable ond satisfactory adjustment. Lincoln 
spoke in Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, and Philadelphia; and on the whole, cre= 
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ttisburch ho deyoted more time to whe tarirt 
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then to national issues. Hs did declarc, hovever, that “there Was no Cris 


rr ben) a fake ud. Fa! LS Se a Oe ne fh. £ 
na Post recrettad thet Lincoln seemed detan- 


& < ue + os * 'f reas 
eis put an artifical one.” Ine frost reg ; 


a P,) Sau P+} ak ORS 3 cs B53 cae kon tty 2 Re 
mined to conceal his policy to the last moment. 4% declared, “He did uot 


embrace the opportunity to declare Himself for that espmoromise and cotte 

eossiocn which is so urgontly demanded by ell the true friends of the Unions 
o8 

both North and Sowth." The Public Ledger reflected the sentiment of reny 


4, 


of the more serious and intelligent people of the state when it saids 
We confess we ara somevhet disavpointed in tho speeches 
which ly, Lincoln is making ea his way to the soat of — 
Government where he is to be invested with tho chief ox 
ecutive euthority. To say nothing of 
speeches, which is not clways becoming the serious sit- 
uazion of affoirs in which the country is nov placed, 
bs does not seom to heave fully epprehended the aifrrculs 


3 5 — o we Ls Ee Pe ~ gy Pes Me Vass 
tios he has to encounter at tho very oeginning or Ne 
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86 North fmerican, Februnry 26, 1861. 
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administration, and which the noes stateonen 
an the land would approach with dread and hesita- 
tions ‘Theres is a degreo of Plippe mney in his treat~ 
ment of our national diffieulties y whon he docs av- 
proach that subject, even in a remote manner, thet 
shows he is not yot aufficiently Impressed eR their 
real siemificence, and-has presénisd to his own mind 
no definite course of action vhich is Likely to Load 
vs to peace and safcty, 89 


Philedelphie manifested little enthusiasm at ite reception for 
Léncoln on Fobruery Slat, despite his excellent address at Independence 


9 no bleodshed uniscss 


ee 


Hall dn which he assured the ceuntrys “There will 


sont will not use 
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it bo forced upon the government. ‘The cove ran 
90 
va 


a ee $ 3 ee ee eI x 3 a 
lass force is used against it. While ie: Philadelphia. he received ure 
4 . aa. tee ag a 4 Annee ct 2.3 ade aa 2 aN Batt ; 
gent warnings from Scott, the vice prosident of the Pennsylvania Reliroad, 
° ayaa ey Ee Smee Sorat eae a pee 5G Ee Ny ee ae 
from Coward, aad from tvo other closa Pricmds, unset & Plow nae peen Cone 
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= ed 7 es (ee oy le i. - 2 = het Fag 
cocted to sssasginote him in Beltimore. Accordingly be changed his ttin 
SG a < S ot A 5 be — aw. “y#} 
itel on the night of February 22, 


Some of the newsprvers were inclined to heap ridicule upon him for his 


SSA tesa sie Ee 2 s Se ae oe he 
guiden departure, but the Piblic Ledger, which hed been critical ef whe 


bata 
tad 


rest of his journey wrote: “Whethsr there was eny reel ground for Zear 


not, if his sudden departure was induced by -oports of danger, we tnink 
. 9h 


he did wisely in avoiding the personal nerilas: 


Many of the Breckenridge Democrats expressed very freoly their 
fecling that Lincoln was a "Simple Susan” in comparison to his rival, tho 


“1 


vresident of the Southern Confederacy, When Jefferson Dayis was ineausue 


rated om February 18, the Ponnsvivanion wroves » 


Tso inaugurations are upon the tapia, One occurs 
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99 February 1 16, 1861, Public ¢ Ledgors. 


90 Nicolay and Vey, Complete Vorks of Lincoln, VI, 156158. 
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today at Montgomery, the other on the 4th o 
March at Vashington. The first is the inau- 
guration of Jefferson Davis = President Dlect 
of the Southern Confederation; the other the 
inaururation of Abrehem Lincoln, the President 
Elect of the United Statcse.... Jefferson Dav- 
$s*s election was not one Wiits more section 
el in its charecter than Abraham Lincoln’s. 


If no Northorn state holped to elect the fore p 


mer, neither did any Southern ststs help to e- . j 
lect the lattor... These two administrations 
will start elmost simultanesouly, The one is 
emall, the other large, The one asks peace and 
to ba let alone. ‘The other threatens coercion 
and war. The one is persecuted, the other a 
persecutcr., The ons protects slave property as 
it protects all other property. The other makes 
war upon slave property as it does not upon any 

other propartyeees ine 1 tha South» 
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tween those two men i 
It is all contrast...The youns Rep 
ward its best mon, the cold Reoubii 
its most indifferont mens. A great p 
is about to open, of which nations 
nesses. .92 
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Coinions varied greatly about the morits of Lincoln's inaugu» 
ral address in which he refused to recognize the doctrine of secession 
but announced his determination to administer the laws in accordance 
with his oath, He avowed his determination to protect the rights of ell 
tho states end his willingness that the people should express thoir opin« 
ions as to the feesibility of amending «the Constitution. Tho Democratic 


92 Pennavlyanian, February 18, 1861. 
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‘papers condemied the messase, as wes more or less to be expected, The 


Pannsylvinion wrotet 
er tire 5 


Tne Post also profess 


Tre Public 
Re aaa ae 





Toking this inaugural as a whole it is a lame, 
unsatisfactory and discreditable production ine 
ferior jn evory respect to anything that has ev- 
er emanated from any former President, In one _ 
worg the tigar’s claws are not the less formid- 
able because concornled under the velvety fur of 
cewerdism, 933 
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to be disappointed with the messages 


© 
ran 
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This paver, from which so much was expected, by 

many confidins people, has, we venture to sey, 

beon a sed disapzointment to the country. SG 

has been about os sffective te quieting publi 

apprehension enc ineniring vopular confidence, 
a 


as %¢ he “*pronouncianente of - new acpirant for 
Prestdonts {al honors in distrreted Mexicosces WO 


ars crisved to Lock over this production of Nr. 
Lincoln's, and to think that so pucrile 2 paper 
should have come to desh down the hopes and sade 
don tho hearts of the people. 94 

Lodeer vag much more epprovings 

ene : & 

The most important pert of the Tnaucural Address 
46 thet in which the President enoperis to ali 
hotheaded wen to take time before thsy act. Front 
this wo judge that he will take time also before 
he precectis to re=poss Gr i erty 
the Government. sf so, and if the people of the 
South generally are permitted to read the “inaue 
eural Address first, ite exeeedingly clear reason= 

ly ertain conssaucnces of the 


inz on tho fol 


. ord 


secession movament will do more to brings the reve 
olution tr a bloodless end than an army of ten 
thousnad men, It is mild, respectful, and full of 
pith in Sey entence, Tho Border States, it may 
ve hoved, will ses that they are in no dong r by 


remaining in the Union. 95 


Ho man ever more clearly and distinctly dsfined his 


=) 


93 Pennsylvaniang March 5, 1861. 
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Bost, Larch 65 16621, 
Public Ledger, Merch 85 1862. 
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position thon has tr, Lincoln, He has left no 
nd 


room for controversy as to his meaning, a: 
there is no controversy. His Lengurege is so 
clear, so simple, so direct, so free from an- 
biguity, that it has but one meaning, ond that 
moaning finds a responsive chord in every pa 
triotic heert. 96 


fa 


Despite ell the threats of war, Penneylvenia took no definite 


steps to prepare for an ermed conflict until Apri. Eerly in Jenuary 


> 


there was talk in the lesislsature of appropriating a lerge sum of money 
OT 

to arm the state and te reorcenize its militie system. This project, 

howover, received a check from the protests of the Republican mombers of 


78, 


Congress who feared to arouse rosenutment in the border states. This cave» 


tion had its oricin in a high regerd for the critical position of Gover= 


ho yielded; Msrylend would fall et ones into the hands of the secession- 


Jute 


3st9 who would imvediately attermt to gsize the District of Columbia. 
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weaken the position of Hicks by any precipitate eet on the part of Penn- 
98 
ayivenia. 


On April 9, Curtin, after having conferred vith Lincoln, called 
attention of the legisinture to the imperfect condition of the militia of 


the state and recommended a more thorouch and perfect organization, ins 
99 
cluding a military bureau and « completo arming of the militia, 
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$6 Caze% OGLE » March he 65 1861, 
oF Lomisievive Record of Pennsviveania, 1861, 96; Public Ledger, 
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JONUaLY as 1S62% 
68 Cazeties, Jnnuory 7, 18dl3; Publics Ledror, Jonunry 10, 1961, 
99 When the Civil Ver broke ont, Pann sylyanié had only e nominal 

militia system and practically no trained nilitery fores, The military 


committes of the Senate, of which McClure was chnirman, had not met for 





years. The laws still required that all eble bodies citizens of the state 
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100 
erred to a specisl joint committee. ‘Throe days later 


be 


The matter was re 


the committes reported to both houses a bill, prepared by lcClure, which 


celled for the Sprr Pratap of 3500, 000 to be used in reorganizing, 
equipping, and armine tho militia of the gtate, It also provided for the 
creation of a militery dopartmont consisting of an adjutant generals, a 
commissary gonereal, oa quarterraster gonsrel and other officers, who, toe 
gether with the governor, were entrusted with the expenditures of the mon 


ey. The forcea thus orponized were to be used at the discretion of the 
101 
OVErNOr. whize the bill was under consideration, telegraphic dispetches 


4 


from Charleston degeribing the opening of hostilities were read and pro» 
ny 


ound sonsation, The measure passed both houses on the L2th 


= 


he state louse of Represontntives and ths 


sonate voted avrinst the bill, but when the president’s call for 75,000 


volunteers wos issued on the loth, perty feeling was temporarily forgot« 
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e 
‘any Democrats chansed the votes they had east against the militi 


mo 


tone 
10: 
biil and there wes throurhout the state a deep and unanimous sentiment 


rey 


74 


in favor of sustaining the sovernment. Everywhere meetings were held and 











years. The laws still required that-oll eblie bodied citizens of the state 
who were subject to military duty should meet once a year to drill but the 
people hrd ceased to foel any interest in the maintenance of n militia sys- 
tem end the so called militia reviews were but a farce, Tho larger towns 


and ciltios oach had one or more uniformed companiss which made their an~ 
pearance upon ceremonial occesions but who wore practically devoid of mil- 
itery treining. UcClure, Cid Time Notes, I, 4703 North American, April 10, 
1861, 

100-horistotive Rocord of Poanovivenia, 1061, 765f.3 Public Lotro, 
ior i 10, ee 12 oy hie BDGd e , 
arLeletive Record of SOP ETIS ERS 1861, 843. 
Dids,, 843-3846, 352 985533 Puolic Ledrer, April 13, 1861, 
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103 Yonnsylvenia Journal of jae 1861, 955~9573 Pennsylvanin Jou 
nel of OG he: 1861, 772-775. 7835 840. 
“104 Public Ledror, April 17, 18613 Lozisiative Record of Pennsylvania, 
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resolutions. passed ondorsing the policy of the government, declzering fo- 


‘alty to the Union, and approving the course of the legisletivo and ex- 
ecutive brenches of the state government in responding to the call of th 


president. Throughout the state companies besan to be enlisted. Volun~ | 
105 : 


4. 


tooring was brisk. Tre Post declared: 


eo. 71 
blow, but one which will unite the North 85 O76 
man for the Unton, The authority of the Governe 
ment of our ccuntry must be mainta 
ported by svery loyel American cit 
; t 
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The Scuth has struck the first blow, a successful. | 
* t t 
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ined and sup~ 
Lzo Ons The ' } 
® the South ere now © matter of minor cone 
integrity of the Government and } 
those who hold its power is nov 
of national consideration. 106 t 


The Public Ledger wrote: “Never, not evon in the Declaration of Indepon~ be 
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stand in the street ond shed te 
tion of the nationel flag Fy 
seen the most fashionaple Ladi: 
gtart up in the opera house and wave their kor- 
chiefs es the national siesta i plsyod wi 
fervor which fairly made one’s syes dance. 108 
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Even the Gazctte was forced to admit that there m 


the Democrats: 
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It i.e. the bombardmont cf Fort Sumter! has had 
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105 Public Ledzer, April 16, 1861; Post, April 16, 18613 Gazette, ry 
April 16, “183i; Senn imerkerns MoriivlGs 18613; Cambria Tribune, April 16," 
18613; Harrisburg Toloegrsoh, April Lorie Pl. ! 

106 Post, April 15, 1862. ne | 
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the effect of exasperating the paovle, and avok- 
ening a sentiment of national patriotiom which, 
like a deluce, overwhelms snd obliterates all 
party lines. Democrats and Republicans are now 
brethren of one faith and that. is devotion te 
their common country = one platform, and that is 
the Constitution, = one banner, and that is their 
country's flag, 109 


For a short time at icast there wes ea unanimous feeling in the North 


te 
3s 


fevor of a war to restore the Union. 
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CHAPTER I¥ 
STATE sieenie mae AND POLITICS, 1863 - 1862 
During 1861 the position of secretary of war was hold by Cure 
tin’s inveterate political enemy and his chief rival. in the strugglo 
for the comination of the People’s Perty orgenization in Pennsylvania. 
Tho story of the appointment of Simon Cameron to the war office is en 
interesting one. It will be recalled that at tho Chicago Convention, 


* 


John P. Sanderson, one of Cameron's confidential sir had mace a 
shrewd move in behalf of his friend by obtaining a neliberduce with Swett 
and Davis and proposing that Cameron be given the assurances of appolnt- 


ment to a cabinet post in event of the election of lincoln. Although 


L3 in’s pres} te gt ithis time eq foirlyv ¢ 1. Swett and Davis 
ZnO O13 o PPespe css 26 lls mtn eS} ere ate ae By EOCCC » ove tid Lrayvas8 ax 


greed to this proposal. Lincoln did not learn of this bargain until he. 
came to make up his cebinot just before starting to Vashingteon to 
eusurated, He know nothing of it in Decombor, 1960, when he som for 


Cameron to como to Springfield and thare tendered ivim in writing his of 
‘ Be 


¢ 


fer of a position in the cabinet either as “Secretary of the Troasury 
2 : 
or as Sscretery of War," The sean was mads et this time simply because 


Lincoln had determined to call inte his cabinet all his pri incipal oppon-= 


5 


ents for the nominetion, ~- Seward, Chase, Bates, and Cameron. 
3 3 3 % 








1 McClure, Old Mme Notes, I, 407f. SRF 

2 Nicolay and lay, Complote Vorks of Lincoln, VI; ae 

"3 Ibid,s McClure, O14 Sma Notes, I, 407f f 
170f. Thaddeus Stevens also hed aspirations f 
January 1961 he wrote to licClure, expressing an earn 
the Lincoln cebinst as secretary of the treasury, mc 
Gissuade nim by pointing out that ho h + 
render service in the Boeirien he then ho 
of Reprosentatives. He told Stevens thet 








net post. in 
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d ag party loader in the House 

} elioved Cameron vould do 

rejected, tin which event it was nee certain thet no other Ponnsy.ven» 

ian would be considered. I+ was not until after he had hed a contorenco 
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When Mctldne learned thot Cameron hed bsen offered a place in 
the cabinet, he together with e aumber of others, telegraphed Lincoln ad- 
vising ageinst it. Lincoln immediately summoned him to Springfield wher 
he explained to Pine presidant elect the rensons why he deemed Cameron’s 


4. 
nppointment unwise, He departed doubtful of the effect of his protest 


b J 


and it was. not until the publication of Lincoln's works by Nicolay and 

Hay that he learnod that on the ovening following his departure Lincoln 

had written Cameron revoking his appointment and esking for a letter of 
ne 

declination, This Cemeron refused to give and the matter for a time vas 


held under advisement. 


The Philadelphia Bulletin strongly urged the claims of Pennsyl- 


vanie to the seeretaryship of the treasury. Ib asked: 
Is it not true that if Gensral Cameron be not 
appointed Secretary of the Treasury, no Penn 
sylvanian will hold thet offico? In that 
cas¢, is there not sreat danger thet the gub- 
fect of a Protective Tariff will be left out 
of view? imy not even a free trade man fot 
possession of the Treasury? In such circuna 
etances, it becomes the duty of Pennsylvania 
and of the independent vress who favor a Pro« 
tective Tariff, to insist upon ea Ponnsylvania 
eppointme: theese “hatever may be Gensral Ca- 
meron’s faults, hs hac been true as stecl to 
Pennsylvenia’s interests, 7 


On the other hand, Cameron’s support of the Crittenden-Bigler proposals 


nad rendered him obnoxious to Gresley and also to many Republican sena- 

















with McClure at Harrisburg upon the miter that Stevens finally abendonsd 
this amoition. Latar, however, when Cameron’s appointment soamed probable, 
he entered 1 visorous protest. MeClure, O14 geReane ae hadibted: 





4 McClure, Old Time Yoteg, I, 408; Publ: 
9 Nicolay and Hay, Complete Vorks of Lincoln, VI, $12.3 MeClura, Old 
time totes, I, 408. 
6 Nicoley and Hay, Completo Vorks of Lincoln, Vi, 96, 97. 
7 Philadalnhia Bulletin, vanurry 19, 1361, 
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es ot | 
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tors united ia protesting to Lincoln against hims Swett and Davis, now- 


ever came to Cameron's wid end urged his eppointment upon the ground that 


we 


the agreemont had been made and should be carried out. Seward also ur- 


ged the appointment chisfly to punish Curtin whom ho held in no small 
9 
measure responsible for his own defeat ot Chicage. Lincoln seoma to have 


ad 


originally planned to appoint Cameren secretary of the treasury; but when 


this bacare known, cortain free trade men, especially in New York City, 
combining with the friends of Chase, who desired the seme post, protested 
39 vigorously that when the appointment finally wes madey it was to the 


10 
war office instead, 


Thus Cansron bocam 


r<y 


secretery of war and the Curtin-Cameron foud 
wag in oe measure transferred from the state to the national scene. The 


first clash occurred in 4vril 1861. On the 18th of that mouth the state 


: 4 > Tes a -. ee a a Se ; 
legisilcture adjourned but the members had scercely returned to their homes 


before the secessionist riots broke out in Beltimore. the city became a 


1.2 


eae ¥ xe poate on os ta be LUDA ah dc SOR Oh rene MNEs Bs “Wek > 
proy to mob rules railway and telegraph dines ieaaings rom the city were 


destroved, and for almost three deys there was neithor railwey nor tele- 


o ora T Cg eae Syne ye a ee. ete RS heer Be) ae tte Siatnsan tate 
hie commmication netweon Washington and tho North, Curtin immsciavs= 


Li 


Li2} 

ly called a specini session of the legislature to meet on April 30, or 
221 

just twelve days after it head adjourned. He appointed Reuben 0. Hniss a 

prominent Democrat of Lewistown quartermaster gonerel end Generel Irwin, 


of Bosyer, commissary general. Hs slso surrounded himself with a compe-~ 


tont staff of personel aids among whom wore Colonel Thomes A. Scott, viee 
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8 Public lsdzer, January 28, 1861, February lly 1861. 


9 UcClure, Old. Time Notes, I, 408; Nicoley and ieyy Complete Works 
of Lincoln, Vi, 96f, 


10 Nicolay and Hay, Completo Works of Lincoln, Vi, 72, 90-92, 962. 
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president of the Ponnsyiveania Railroads Colonel John A. Wright, the head 
of the lerge steel works near Lewistowns J. Brown Parker, @& prominent ate 
torney of Carlisle; and ex«sonotor Francie Jordon, of Bedford, ALL those 
nen together with General Revert Fattersony, who recently hed been made 
sommander of the Beportment of Ponnsylvenie, and Mafor Fitz Jebn Porter s 
12 

qg member of Monoral Scott's staff were summoned to a conference held in 
tha executive chewbsr on April 27 to decide whet should be donee. Troops 


2 


from the Vest were rapidly pouring into the state in response to Lincoln's 


o 


eoll and in view of the interrupted communications $% seamed advisable to 


halt them at a sefe distance from Baliimores A lerge number procecded 

ag fer as York end were there helted, General Patterson believed that it 
wap provoble that Concral Beauregard woula moregh from Charleston, South 
Gerolina, to Veshingeon ena there entrench himself which he mignt hays 
done with comparative e759.6 He, thorerors, believed it to be his duty to 
act without weiting to 1 

sued a call for 25,009 additional troops to serv for three years of the 
duration of the wor. The conferense next turned its attention to tha pro- 
blen as to what should bo done with the thousends of troops which slready 
had accumuleted between Usrrisburg and York as well as the thousends of 
otners then upon their way from the West, General Patterson believed that 
they ghould be movod so as not to come into conflict with Boltimore, but 
Major Porter f-vored sending them "through Reltimore or ever its ashes" to 
Weshingion. It was decided to take no action until word was heard froza 


13 
Vashing tone 
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12 Mejor Fitz John Porter had been sent to Harrisburg to report to 


2 


Patterson before commmicntions head becn interrupted. 
13 KeClure, Old Timo Notes», I, 471-474. 
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: 
° Telecraphic cormun ations between Horrisburg and Veshington 


were reestablished the following day and Curtin notifiod the national 


authorities that he had, upon the recommondeation of General Pattersons 


| 

: 4ssued a call for 25,000 additional troops and that the quota would be 
: 

: 

| 

| 


filled within twenty-four hours. fo the utter surprise of both himself 


and General Patterson he was ¢nformed that the troops were not needed 


end thet they could not be accopted. They appealed esrnestly to the nee 


tional government to accept ths troops and senntor John Shermans of Ohio, 


| who had gone to Harrisburg to volunteer as an aid on the ateff of Gener= 


al Pettorson, hastened to Washington and made personal appeal to Gen= 


eron who remeined edanent. ‘Thea attitude of Cemeron in this metter was 





due to the fact that he shered the general belief thot there could be no 
t two coupled perneps with a desirs 


? Ssagcment or Dw 


protracted war beyond an ct 
34. > 
to embarass Curtin. 


Tho refusal of Cameron %o accept these troops did place the 


governor in a difficult position. His call for volunteers had been cub 


Lished in virtua hy every Pennsylvania newspaper tha morning after he had 


gggued st and before nightfall ne had received telegrams from overy sec- 


tion offering him mor then twice the number oc mea ho had asked for. His 


ovidee to Harrisburg where 


- 


call had steted that transportation would be pr 


they were to be organizeds and, within twenty-four hours, severcl thou- 


sand mon were on their way. Camp Curtin was orvenized and temporary Prom 


yision wes made for them. Both Curtin and Patterson bolieved that it 


would be © grave Weetnke to send them home as it would tend to chill the 
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patriotic foarvor with which the state was responding to the nation’s call. 


Furthormoro, they believed that the safoty of the commonwealth demanded 
that they should be thoroughly organized as a stabe corva, given some mile 


itary training, and be subject to Sho cell of the nation or the state in 
gh 
event of any omerfensy.s 


When the legislature met on April 30, Governor Curtin presented 
to it the facts pertaining to his call for troops and at his request a 


ew Was passed ergenizing the Pennsylvenia Reserve Gorps, anc providing 
Ly 

an loan to defray the necessary expensed. Curtin Pirst offered the command 

of the corps to General McClellan, sho refused because he hed just eccout~ 


ec a major generalship from the governor of Ohio, Goneral Williem B. Franke 


z ” 1" * a = + +e : S Ame rt 7 - ae ai -} Bet ee 
lin, a pronounced Democrat, also ceclineds; and the command wis then given 


bt 
CO 


ta Gonorel iUcCall. 
The law provided that the treevs should first be sworn into the 
nervice of the state but should be subject to the esll of the national gore 


eranent whonevor thoy might be needed, at which time thoy should be muster- 
19 
ed into netionel service, They were carefully giana and placed in 


cemps in various sections of tho state. By eerly June, when it became 
known thet MeDowoll wos planning to move against Henassas Junction, the 
Penneylvania Reserves consisted of come 16,090 mon fully as well treincd 


ag those which comprised the army of McDowell, Governor Curtin wrots to 


the war departments advising it that these troops were et its disposal, 

A I a ci ce en aE ESaD 
15 MeCiv 
16 Ingots 
7 Ibid. 

193 licGlure, Old Tire Notes, Tl, 42f. 

19 Le opialative Record of Pornsylynning 1861, 1154-1156. 
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but ee the offer Mes bathe’ When McDowell was defeatod at Eull 
20 
Run and driven in confusion back to the defences of Washington, Curtin 
received over one hundred telegrams from the Pregident, the war deparv=- 
mont, senators, and public men in general, bogging him to send the Penn~ 
sylvania Roserves with all haste to Weshington. They wore inmediately 
21 


mustered into the Att 50 nal service and the state was reimbursed by the 


national government for the expenses Incurred in organizing, drilling, 


Fs Be i 
28 | 
and supporting the reserve corpse ) 
Numerous end loud complaints were peing made by the Pennsyive 
nie soldiers, and by a portion of the press of tho state, concerning the 
monner in which the soldicsrs were being treeted by those having direce 


s 2 “ & a = ~ weet 4 TT a - a + >. —_ -* 7 7, iad toe 4 7—F 
tion of affairs in Pennsylvania, iv “as alisgead thet tney were poorly 


fed, illy clad, inefficiently oq 


{2s 


ed in every vey. It had beon an enormous task to set up a system which 


would adequately feed, equip, ani train theses Pennsylvania troopse Con- 
tracts hed been awarded hastil; end much of the equipment furnished 
proved to be shoddy. Ona of the soldiers from Camp Scott at York wrote 
p letter to the editor of the Cambria Tribune, dated May 20, 1861, in 
which he statedt 

TP wo are not removed from here soon tha men will 


nevo to be uninformed over again before Wo G0» a8 
Z > 
the clothing they haves received Is of very infer~ 


ee 
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20 Jey Cooke told en interss: 
phia to tho battle of Bulli Rus. 
rushed back from Richmond to 
paper, tho Ph iiedelphia Incul 
tie, Inmediately “indignant, disbe 
to wreck the Inquirer o2 2fice for s 
Oberholtzer, Jay, Cooke, Financier 
I, 146, 147. 

21 Egle, Curtin, 270-2784 

22 Uc Cluroy, roy Cid Time Notes, I, 476f. 
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The complaint abouy tne clothing wes 


concerning the ins ufficionecy and inferiority o1 


dolays in camps were exageerated, All chose co 
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many a least, directly noninst Governor Curtin. 
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wag held both personally anc officially respons19 
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epreag eriticisn of tne mon to wher he had ayvorded tha state contracts Mh 
for mijitary suppliss. Tho Pittbaburrn Gazette indignantly decl "Gas 


Ue have not accused Governor Curtin with being a 
gharer in the profivs ¢ arising from the spies of 
rotten blankets, worthless clothing and bad sups 
plies = we know nothing about thet yot, although 
we expect to know after a while - but he is just- 
Ly hela accor mbable for gathering @ around nim a get 
of men more rotten then the blankets of which we 
havo heard, and fovler than thet rancid old bacon, 29 
The resignation of attorney~ general Puryience on May 24 seomed 
“26 
to lend verity to tno charges. Purvience was 4 Cameron man whom Curtin 


had appointed rather reluctently, It had been his saeneet desire to have 


te ry 
CS 
}2e 
oo 
th 
su 


Darwin 4. Finney as nis ettorney-general, but Finney had been ine 


at tho time Curtin msde Ris choices: He wes then representing tha Z7% 


oe ee Pane port ts ae i Cy A ae ae a et Bo ets , i es 
digtricth (Erie,y Uravi ore, ren) in the stave sennrss ena nis term dh 

4 7 $ Sigs Sa ty ee Le Z pe 
not oxpire unt i the close of the sesszon if 186] imder the circumsten- 


CLS» end in deference to the powsr of Cameron, Curtin had, therefore, &.¢- 
eapted a plen which wns propesed bY ex-senotor Titan J. Coffee, Coffees 
was a friend of Curtin, and the law partner of ‘Samuel A. Purvience, who 
ras n Cameron man Coffee surgssted that Curtin tonder Purviance the 
position of attor ney-general wich whe understanding that he was to re 


sign when Finney pocame available, Thus Curtin would in a measure appease. 


wma time give the law firm of Coffes 
i 


the friends of Unmoeron and at the 


im 


and Purvience some added prestiges 
Tie scheme did not work out as planned, because the iow parte 


nership wes dissolved when Coffee moved +o Weshington vo gccept a posi~ 


tion as assistant~s attorney«reneral under Datos, ¥ 
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95 Gazette, Moy 30, 1861. 

26 Fublic “Ledgers Vay 21, 1861. 

27 HcClure, Olid Tima Notes, I) BLStS 
28 Diary of Léward ‘d Batos Sy 4.07 9192. 
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vorm exoired, he was roady to essune nis post in tho cabinet just as soon 


- 


ag Purviance resipned, Suddenly, eae Coffee nppearsd in Harrisburg 


a 


to use his influence 2 favor of having Purviance re etained in office. Hs 


said that he felt certain obligations to his former law partner. HeClure 

rominied him of the bargain which had boon made; he elso pointed out that 
; 29 

Curtin needed a stronger man then Purviance in the post. Coffee noth: 


. 


hed 


t~<' 


Purviance of his unsuccessful intsrvisw with the povernor: and on the sams 
ening, Hay 24, to the utter surorise of Curtin end the public generally; 


the Harrisburg Evening Telegraph published the following letter of resig« 


ia 


nation from Purviance 3 


” i eet _ re ee Bs : 

Tor reasons which appeal to my self respec. 

5 . $ - Lge, ays 7 yy . + of 

{ cannot cousent to continue any Longer 9 comnness on 
2 tt < pee es 9 > ee 1558 fe 

with your administravion 


: ak sid 
r you my resignation of 

: rt i Cio 4 
orney Ge sneral of the Stata. 


39 


Samuol A, Furviance. 
The effect of this letter was to conyulse the pe ety throughout 
the state, It went to the public eiteeie n word of explanation and at a 
‘time when Curtin was being viclentiy peiecied py the Cameron faction for 


conplicity in furnishing sheddy elothing, rotten blonk ets, and othor infor- 


jor supplies to the scidiers. The declara +3on of tho atterney-goneral that 


ss 


- 


his self respect compelled him to sever relations with tno administration 


geomd to give verity to the chargss and only edded fuel to the flames. The. 


“eroph nssitnelcinagurepisaentbatte ean PAA DCA A LOO LCIT PAT 2 


29 McClure, Old Timo Hotos, ft; 524-5160 
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Gazette wrote t 
\hen Governor Curtin appointed this gentleman to 
the offieo of Attorney Genoroi ef the Commonwealth 
we all accepted 1% as a gurranses that his edisin- 
tetretiona would be ail we hoped for when we elected 
him, Here in the West we were obliged to take lr. 
Curtin on trusts but we knew lime Eunetonce welk 
wo knew him to bo sn honorable end high minded mans 
But what do we know now? Lot tre Purviance’s shorts 
Bharp novesce answer the question. 32 


Pennsylvenia hod just acyertissd a $3,000,000 loan and some= 


thing hed 


mo 


as 
u 
3 
>? se, t Tr 

the state, Finney 


Tt 
r 
+ 


DP Aw AAS ce HIS , 2) Be Se 3 ap, tate ne grt eS Be ee es ane 
off on bis wey to niledelvhia, where he was going to ettana %0 some bri- 


vate matters before raturning to Harrisburg to essums the attorney gensreal-= 


ship, Purvience’s Laver und boon 2 complete gurprise to him, but after 

reading it, he wont immodietely to tue Executive Shanvers where he met Cot 
Peae, Shafer, UeClure, and Adjutant ecenesrc Russell. Finney jeclared that 
under the circumstanccs ke could vot accept the App OLivbri swe § and hse recom- 
mondea as the bact menns of counteracting the tyfluence of Purvisnco’s lev~ 


tev that Curtin 


a 


umeon to his cabinet Thlidem =, Heredith, who was recos= 
nized as the ablest and most respected member of the legal pro: 
the state. Curtin was very reluctant to give up the jdon of heaving Pinney 


ng his attorney sonerel but Finney wes insistent and tne overs apresd that 


gontiment shoukd give way to practices) voliticel considerations, ‘The sais- 
ty of tho credit of the state, and to a certain demres, the avfety of the 


“~ 


nationel government wes deoendont upon the ronaval of confidence in ‘the 
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Curtin administration and all arroed that % 


31 Gazette, May 28, 1961. 
32 Fublic Ledgar, Ley 244 1661. 
33 McClure, Cll Time Noten, J 
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: 34 
by bringing Meredith into the cabinet, 
? 2 


Tore wea considorable doubt, however, &6 to whether Meredith 
would accept. The circumstences were embarassing, and he wes in delicate 
hoslth, It took a good deat of personni persvnsion on the pert of both 


teClure and Curtin to win the consent of “Morodith, They pointed out to 


hin that the success of the $3,000,000 loan then pending was deyondent 
upon the restoration of confidence in the administrretion. Meredith fi- 


nally consented reluctantly and immedintely named ea committees of three 
mea of undoubted avility anda interrity to investinato tne charges against 


the Curtin atministration im 1%8 dealings with the soldiers. This com» 


mitteo, efter a thorough and careful investinetion, exonerated Curtin in 


4 
Loe & 
35 
* en Let : “—- ro) FT 4 4-t. “ + “| te cy 3 
every wWeays fie envointment of Meredith silenced the scandals against 
nee yee Se Pe RS Bh Alek hog NS es Z are a ~ 3 7" ee 2 
the edministretion ana resrorec tho eredit of the stats. A healthy rse« 
1. a eae Eo tea! = yee Ye» rtis hee Pac 
nection followed and within a fev weeks Curtin wes able to announce that 
35 
= 4. iP be 2 fe. Seat & = . . 
the state lean had been Trusty subscribed, 


Satis Japan aS, tynt a ae Sana AF 3 
, entered his cabinet, Curtin commences 


an i tivation into the conlition of the troops in an effort to remove 
in so far as wea within his power the epioyencoes of which thoy compleinesd. 


Now uniforms of the best quality wera ordered for the various regimenvs 

and overy effort was made +9 correct the abuecs which had crest into the 
37 

sexvices He eppointsd a commission con isting of five well known and 


34 MeClurc, Old Time Yotos, Ty 51%. 
35 bid. 


36 Ibid., 520. ds a ete of fact, Curtin'’s annouw cement — ses 
forth American, duno 13, 1561 ~ wes not quite trua, out ened end Core 
peny, day Cooke, Clarke anc he financiel houses cuthorized the nEOver's 


nor to moke this ennouncemont and agreed vo miderwrite the pert of the 
blast vat as + 3 * \ 7 ; 
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38 

rospocted citizens which reported its findings eerly in October 1861. 
The report referred ve guely to the “oopoiniment by the Rxecutive from 
personal or partisan motives, of incompetent agents to offices of great 
yasponsivility" but failed to specify the casese They reported that 
they had found “instancos of srmerectint of incompetence, of sharp dsale 
4nes never pralsewor rthy, end here erinently dispraceful, of bad appoint- 
ments, Which, although under the pecuiter circumstences of the times to 
bo expected, ere none the less to be condemned." They condemned “the 
mode pursued by the Governmen™ 12 making its purchases,” and declared 
ghat “the absence of a strict upervisory Dower hee 
much of the mischief thet hea befallen the State." The sun of the roe 
pert, however, was to clear ovey oll suspicion of fraud or wrong on the 
vart of Governor Curtin. Tt showed that certa nin mistakes had been made 
qwhica could hardly have been avoided in an immense business undertak 


guddenly, in a trying emergeacy when speed was of first importance. Tt 


dinclosed some potty criminality on the part of a few individuals which 
39 
merited punishment, but it oatirely relievsd the state authoritiss of ali 
£0 


suspicion of being con carned in any fredulent PrACtices.s Curtin end his 
friends cittorly rosonted the attitude which tho Comeron fection had a- 
dopted toward the whole matter. 

The raising end furnishing of troope in Pennsylvania gave risa 


4o many serious differences betveen Covernor Curtin and Secretary Camercn. 


Rach was inclined to judge che actions of the other nershly and when such 


38 Cenvric Tribune, Cctoveor 18, 18615 Post, October il, 1861; Gor- 
- Bo erowrin - 

nantown Tolemerth, October 9, 2861. 
39 Farticuicr reference wes mede to the bili of ° Frowenfeld and Com 


pany, of Pitisb arch, for uniforms purchas sed by Cherles NM. Norley, or Phiie- 
deliphia. 

40 Cambrin Tribune, October 18, 13613 Post, October Tl, Le61;: Ger+ 
mentown Telecrepn, h, October 9, 1861. 
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disputes assumed s serious nature Lincoln Puke summon McClure to Wash 
ington to confer with Camezon ani himself and in this way the difficul= 
+jes were resolved, Tho reintions between Cameron and licClure were al- 
ways personally pleasant althougn eats represented rival feetions. Cure 
tin and Cameron on the other hand were intonsely bitter towerd sach ove 
or end the cnly time they seem to heve met in conferance after their ss- 


qrangement in 1855 wes the norning ofter the surrender of Fort Sumter 


when Curtin together with McClure, es chairmen of the militery commitice 
of the eonate, was summoned to Urshington to confer with Lincoln, Cameron, 


~. Be, REENE ee | % " ef : yp a) aa i. ae te mY 
end Goneral Scott as to the action necosoery for Ponnsylhvania vo taxa %o 
410 
4“ ae - = ¢ ay awe ia mn pat a 
mest The Wary Cameron embarassed Curtin seriously by nis pracwas of 


£ eum CF ays +1 ts 5 a ay f Jag gf? ££, ate — Be aa Ek et Oe, ES * 2 yA oe 
42, Armad with the authority 0: the war daportment ana wits eli necessary 

= a oA ae te fine 4 er ae wi bos AEDS 2 tee een oe ee 
expenses peid, ths prospecvive aclousl would Locave in Philadolpnaa or 
P4tt tata 4 Ta A+ = pa > Sa ne eS $. wey sn OF AY eyid eve li: 

A uS WUT outs oF S mer fH 27 uLiG Sur us tO + a3 80 & PSer a May a e.kal USES v4 

1 CR Vic ees Me ee rad D ee — teers Be aay Ee Lge “ Siai-aaias 

made but Little promress. ine 1216 yag fairly plossant, vhe psy wea Zoo, 


and some of them wors now in haste to S$] their regiments and ges into 
tne ficsld, A number of such regiments were in formation in verious perts 
of Pennsylvania in August when o requisition wos made upon the state for 
additional men. Curtin thereupon purpoas 03 to consolidate these various 
enoryo regimonts, adpo oint officers and make them a part of the quota. In 
this he wag warranted vy the constitution end the laws but whon ne asked 


% 1 


the secratery of war to issue his orders to the colonels he had authorize 
to consolidcte their regiments under the direction of thea governer, GCame- 
gon perorptorily refused. Curtin and Attorney General Meredith wont over 


41 McClure, Old Tima Notes, 1, 387- 


ee 








199 


the cage corofully and Meredith drow up an order to be signed by tho 


~ 


secretory of war directing the ee or he regiments undor the 
authority of tho povernor and elso a Letter to President Lincoln stating 
the Governor’s right under the cons stitution and laws of tho state, Ks 
Clure was requested te present tho order to Cameron, then at his home at 


t 


om to teke the train thet nignt for Vash- 


% 


echiel, and if he rofused to s 


jae 


teen 


2 


ington ani present the letter and order to the oresident, Cameron, at 
first refused to sim but when nea lecrned of McClure’s intention to pre= 
goed to Unshington he changed nis mind and gave his assent. Thus wer 


ronoved a multitude of troubles which had grown up 31 Pennsylvanin in ore 


ranizing an? furnishiag troops. 
: 2 


tion for on entirely ALfPerent veeason, One of the most pressing pro= 


blems bofore the legislature of 1861 hed heen the question of the ton~ 
nago tax. When the Ponnoylvania Railroad Company had been chartored in 


1846, tho people of the state were strongly prejud licoed agains 
poratious. Furthernore, the Pennsylvenia owned the line of canals o6= 
twoen Harrisburg anc Pittsbureh which the rail rood vroposoed to perallel. 
In the bitter conflict in tha lerisleiure between the Pennsylvanian and 
the Baltimore and Chio eech tried to impose the heaviess burdens upon the 


other. It accordingly was not difficult for the latter, with tho assis- 


tance of those who were oppes sad to corporations in senerrl, to force into 


tho charter of the new companys astensibly for the provoction of the stato 
cenals, 2 tex of five mills per mile te be psid to the state fer every ton 


A2 McClure, Old Time Yotess Ts 387-390. 
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intercst it amounted to about $790,000. 

Soon efter the legisleture of 1861 met, Curtin became governor 
and was pledged to Scott's ralicf. The majority of Curtin’s friends in 
poth houses wero also sympathetic. Nevertheless, there was still not a 
majority in both houses who were willing openly to support the bill and 


gecure its adoption into inw, Tho mesure wos earnestly and desperate~ 


ly fought, and exceps Por Scott’s wids acquaintance, knowLedgs of men, 
end resourcefulness in strenrthening his lanes com bined with the fact 
that the Civil “ar had taken precedence over all elae in yeopie’s minds, 
al Ste 
VG 


ae See a El eying tee he: Se ane eer wrsasd . 6 ei tg 7 ec Cais t ae 
5% js not likely that tne measure would hove pessed at all, vCOtbs Ade 


eur ere Se ai) ee eke & wr 5 = 2 PS yee = * Doe te eae ay 5 
gver~gWas @ masver pPOLAtLCLany ana he succeeded 2n making sucn COMVLRATLONS 


i ALY $ a ot. tt 4. a, “4 ate = fmm on a o 4 ‘ 3. a? 1 % tay . 
fn tho house that a bill to rapeel “ne tonnage var opgsed thas body on 
RS 
t os ~ Ine w A ree oS 902 Be reas 3 Te | 5 ee an 4 a + 
Fobruary 16 by e vows of 9U tO we Tt wag deadlocked in vhe cenase 


eran of aanet ape aut mhodt na DHZTT PtPinan annongea Lt aad Bene 
TCHS eixzeen SenRvErs SULT OL vee woe DLiwt gs J L2uOSts QDPosea 2te ise OUskos 


Foie 


tor Jereminh Shindel, of the Sun senatorial district (Lehigh, Northampior 
and Senator Xs i. Dlood, of tne 28th 
hit} were undecided, Sonetor Siindel was e Lutheren minister and be= 
lisved that the measure ougat to pass but hesitated to go against what 

he knew to ba the wishas of his constatutents , and although Senator Blood 
roprosented a district which was lergely comprised of undeveloped wiicer= 
ness he plended the same OACUSI. The two senators decided to ect * sogeth= 


er and after several conferences with Seott they decided to suppors tho 


monsure which pessed the first reccing by a yota of 18 to 15. Near tne 


econ ren a ae AE ee 








57 Annual Measege of Governor Prexer, January 2, 1861 im Post, Jan- 
vary 2, 1551, 
58 McGlure, Cld Time Notes, i, 408f. 


hin 


59 Logisiative “Record, of Pennsy lLvanin, 1861, 370-390, 35-4 8 


owe 


Recomates 





. t } ‘fe . A one f 
050, iisyoma Ff Jeote 
eo ~ 
7 S if foge 


edt . aT. 2c oF bezbelq asw bare 
r b 
¥Oi =, fn onfs otew seanvod Asvod 


T Ben ited ak ytitotan 


Q : oe cove - 
46 - 
) e* wUe Ys 
os ore _ 
5 : t 
. 
. 
: 
: 
P 
P 
ear 


- 
P “ Pe 4 

iw . (Waa je 

: rry ~~ 
aon 

w tole } botnegotgey 

, ‘ e > ed : ao Fre cf et) te 
a Vr. 7 ‘ . h . Oewf§ Gta o& t 


4 goone te ines Latevoe tettn bas te 


’ 


r d 7 : A272 9( rate tilve SIVvSnCk 





- - ——_ ~ — mn ae RT A RE” Ger 
— oe Pn» opersh " 
; : cr LD Of pce. J50fies \ 


—-_a> 


c 
nal ,S ytsn 
RON .t pentoM ont? £60 ,owslOoli Be 
hoy iacdend To SAOSBe Bele ntateed ee 
fav i Yetisss 19 7I030E 











OO 


i | 
=~) 


ee 


clos3 of ¢he session the frienda of the bill held a caucus end decided 
to pass it through second resding at a single night sossion, Those wio 
favored the pill agreed to limit ane length of their speeches but ne 
restrictions were to be placed upon those who opposed it axcopt that 
shore would bs no adjournment until the finel vote was takens The oppo~ 


s 


gition was led by Senator John P, Penny, of the 24th dist Let (AlLegher Ww)» 
and Senator Hiester Clymer, of vhe 6th Qistrict (Berks). “hon the sess~ 
fon opened the senate chembor was eroxvded with snectators,. After ths 

roading of the titie and the firs section o 10 BILL, Senator Penney 
opened the devate agein ast the ball with such en axcanttonally, ebls ad= 


~ 


t. ae OD er r ’ eo ~~ a . « . E 

mmanta of Poony were octisfactoriiy reiuvec Y hi ean eantee ee 4 

fUMICnLS OF sOnny wore oe PEsTACUCLLLY YSiuvec, s.fOle aH Cnargs O12 
2 eo 


ry 


* oy a ae aa 3. - 
howeyer, hesitavsd to enevor uy 


, , ri £ REE See Nee re ea ee ene ee 5 > : anos Bee 
go much out of personal conviction 49 Ole of whet he regarded cs his duvy 


OSs SF ais Reed ce aces at + 
ormad this Guy wWoui.d bo conven oO 


D Pome aes ABS ae Saeek * ig PN a iy a Na tee ae 
tet matters take their course untegs ne Were antagonized in desave an 

2 p 5 4 rote be : i ~ +. ve eee Oe a a 
which case he was capnb.e of 9ecominy: truly formidable. Fortunately for 


hea ree 


thoee who favored the bill, Penny was succeeded by Sonator Franklin Pound 
of the 13th district (Snyder, Hontour,s Nerthumberland, Columbia) who was 
the youngest manber of the vedy. Ho began a very care efully prepared ed~ 


Lp 


a@ress quoting frosly from Governor Pollock in support o 


hy 
ay 
Ng * 


his contentions. 
Ho was cleverly sidetracked by Senator NeClure whe compelled 1 nim to admit 

the authenticity of other quotations from the same governor; of a differe 
ent tenor. MeGlure then hogan to ask hin quesvions af fact end cdetaii 
which he was wholly unprepared to answer. Thus attontion was diverted 


from the great speech of Senator Penny. 4 number ef other specehss were 


meade, when Senpetor Clymer arose 45 doliver the clesing addross ageias’ 


Ce 


dress that Blood and Shindel throntened to vote against it unless the ar=. 


«i cee ieeianpinsogeparny pend ssn 





—— el 


m8 08° 


a 


z 


ae 


#¥e) 


He 


a 


Ie had dk 


’ 
A 


eet and several times 


Learned that the tac- 
waa 


j 


mentary dedate.s 


™ 


* 


eu 
any 


x 


Ai 


= 
at 3 


important contontions by 


a 


r 
* 
HE 
he 2 


4 
7 


ri 


t 
a 


_. 


YOus 


16 


z 


thea senate, 
th his sub 


a 


nN. 
. 
— 
ta 

a’ & 


. 


> 
- 


yoar in 


out 
ty w 
bad 


' 


7 


. 
rhe 


Ph Aad 


Vv 


ox 


mm orart 
wiolly unsuited to p 
rae 


5 - 
9 .liurst 


3 


13 


LOLE 


k 


> 
= 


moed 


oa 


eClure who refw 


el 
a 
> 

ar 

p Was 


ra 
¥ 

ve 
ma 


_ 


7 
gupor 


y ea a ca 


Ls 


is abil 
tics of the stump were 


was corrected b 


the moesurde 
showed but 2 


n 





3 i Sits on ponte cent hee Peaanaeah pe te ls UIE hb abe o. stbey | aie 
: “4 + > 
i : Cy eh = ° t 
> res at i on =] peut 3 mi? 4 iso 43 cn 
uy Qo a en] Cy fa 4 cas As) Ps) fy}. C4 [on o 
eed oo ws cn e a + ss c+) 2 <}t Ee 

“es ho oe re) \ Ses is) + a oe ‘cl 

w 1) & : rt ed et = 5 S 2 ro Pie 
ey ron fy © “ m a - oO ie ha . 

fa rrd 3 a Sy > 2 trl ca) mm Cr S 
rt a ea WO ‘J S Sr 5 Se 

yl oR tren} et Ps #) “42 ras) t 5 ye a 

3 a a vd s x GH Np eg) oO ar 9 = 
Sei C x re © $3 oO aa ts 3 

4 a) oO he &, i coe) 3 es *? oS = se) 

% Pa sone ye Q ra tu on 12) ya 

AS baat a Sab ved . ‘ rt 4? *~ ¥ | * 4- 

a? Pane £5 a) oy on em} ra | @> a2) 
rm f So fae Ie nn % pa Apa 

nm x} £4 cs 4 “et So sire Q rs 42 re) EA <t o 
A re aE] sei ms 7“ ha ol o us wa j 4 
o " ad is e Es o © £2 ja = 7 os 
tn Se a) ay ft rs ea ° 2 Ve act 
2 3) Sa et Et 4 rea) © o a 3 rap >) 
4 ta «> ce >: a Eee ao ce] en he at of 
a, ae} at rat ) o €3 47 i “4 (ey) es 3 
> Ses pa ey) oO 2 Sed © Sat © ee ee vor 
Go > a oe ha 2 oO 3) (2) an c 
ai! mm > 2 fc 1% Q © © <4 a ; es 
SS a) an ee 4 © Las va + ory br Secs 
oe So Qo ss Q Co e pes & cs > ses 
© an € {5 w3 ae ree) o) < ve 
a3 Pl fa fea hs Na sad Bs Lod Lome 2 & hoa 
2 & od fa} 2 & tid a & es rales 89 
D Seg of Fa BSS 4? ae a A ad 4? ; & 
xt (ee) i oo v6) ty} &, " ~~ 
ee os ra 2! rcigef so. OE Io a ct Sy re 3 ot on) £4 
fG . ae a ol He | ©) sv 2 2 at i 1 Dm CD 
fei = i a) oO $e a a oem © a) 2 
ie] ta GAL Soe @ 3s } el g & ios) Sj y sy 
os tae f 3 3 oged . ws Fo ow Sy bret tra) 
39) it) J Cy G 3 58) © ra = ay) 
si Ss $< ce H oO & ed 1 pe cs or ha) 
a “2 4 ra ci ro] A rc t a : = Sy LeU 
@ cc 42 oe S res} ca Sh a CS igo © 
a vs Seti bs © ps ies AR oS a Gare ceee Pa al tet 
+t ori e 2 $ mt : +5 4 2 ro 
© m oS ; 7 t © +] oot 5 wa icc 
“2 es re’ ~~ 9) (ia) a re] a cn & a 
+> GQ wt as io ot D2 +? o bo Do 
™ @ pe im we S a fo *y ct ie ort 
Q co) 3 od es 3) 0 c £9 om SS 

Sa aa + et go = fs &9 ~~ fa 4) i ty 

42 cs oS $3 4 rm} oO to vent $4 uM 
£0 = saa 3 cy a) 3) #3 3 oO @ Oo rt 
bay ar ty ert bas £55 ° thy St bo ES 3 (T re 

orn S o oO Oo Hos Q cea) rs) 42 2 

res Sa => 4 F sg - 2 roar ae has 198 

$44 ~? el oO oy 2} pee “4 te pe) ; Sj 
gee kere Bs CJ pog sha eee Cate Oo tt =| rake 
e “42 eet My 7 ey w a 4 42 wd gee Oy 
© ea = a @ o> $4 ct re) 

a © “3 Cis HEN “3! th a Q n C3 ce $4 ) 
o Sank seo fe: fis ye st s = A 
fe) oS 4S roe py +” o © § 
fed a @ 4 ei @ 

09 et 4 ey £2 oo La) 9 = Cc fa ia &) ex} 

ws SS Qo sot ved @ bso $3 “ a i ha) 
“ a < as} ms oot °c S = BS z 
~ Po i Q ert ot “ @ , rn . s. 
ve cj y) re he ee ic pl 
a Bo tgs let EO a ERS Oe AO Le Be ae fo 9 
omy ja¥ te 3 wi 3 Q aaa) 4 © je p) Py a) te) 


, 





yOO0: 


‘4 
ig 


4. 
uv 


thoreforo, amounted to 











199 
be liable to taxetion for ail state purposes, nnd to pay the same rate 
of taxetion imposed by any general taw upon all railroxd compe nies. 
Beas mores the compeny was to make nm reduction in its cherres for trans~ 
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portation on local freicht equel to the full amount of the tonnage tax. 
Thus the company did not profit in freight charges from the repeal of the 
tax but the reductions brought more traffic and mnde it possible for the 
reilrond to compete with other lines in the m ve er of through freight. 

The repeal of the tonnare tax aroused cenerel and vindictive 
opposition in many sections of the state. flesheny County Republicens 
were enraged because their district had a grievance of longstanding a= 
eainst the Pennsylvania Rpeilroad. When the company had been chartered 
in 1846 the people of Pittebureh had subscrs bed heavily to the capital 


stock nnd hed issued bonds to raise moncy to pay for the shares. incy 
expected that the dividends paid would cover the interest on the bonds$ 
and when the company failed to pay any dividends, repudiation leaders 

so inflamed public opinion in Allegnony County ageinst the Pennsylve- 

nia Railroad that the county authoritics refused to levy the taxes nete 
assary to mect the interest obdlig gations. Un February 13, 1860, the gsu- 
preme court of the state had ordered taxes levicd to pay these cherfes; 
but the county commissioners proferred to go to prison for contempt of 
court rather then oppose public opinion. For years it wes nolitical sui-~ 
cide for any legislator from Allecheny County to enst a vote which could 
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be construed ss in any Wey favoring the railrord. In the agricultural 


3 
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“While the war wes popular in the bonafide Republican states of 
tha North, much of the enthusicsn which had swept Ponasylvania after the 
fail of Fort Sumter nad died dow by the middle of the summer, Up to 
July, many people of the North continved to hope against hope that in 
somo way civil war might be averted or thet a sinvle bottle would end tha 
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conflict, and enable ge Union to be restored upon some basia of compro= 
mise; but when McDowell was defeated ot Bull Run and driven back im con- 


fusion to the defences of Veshington, the people of the state suddenly 


>, set nl . yt igh nt : 
ere brought to a realization of the + 
oo A 


k .o true neture of the impending strug- 


gis and wore discouraged at the prospect of a protracted wars bus soon 


there cenme a reneved determination, ne wigdem and foresight of Goyer 
nor Curtin in organizing the Pennsylvenia Reserves wan now vindicated. 
This Porce which he had onlisted for three years or the duration of tne 
war, had been carefully organizec, trained, ond offered to the govern~ 
mont before Pall Run was now mustered invo the federal rvice and be= 
came the nucleus of the Army ct the Pownias which MeGlellnn organized 
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declinsd to move until satisfiad thay he was prepared, During the fall of 


1861, Governor Curtin made at least hel 
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tendors of the Republican party roplizod thot a militery victory would 
go a long wey toward counteracting the widespread resentment which had 

63 
been rroused by the reperl of the tonnage taxy but the Army of the Po- 
tomac remained in camp until the middle of the winter. Altogether, poli-~ 
tical conditions in Permsylvenia in 186. seemed slmost hopeless from 


the standpoint of the Curtin administration and the People's party in the 
70 
state. 
UcClure, after making inqu: ‘riss of leading men in verious ¢ccun- 
ties, became convinced thet the only way to pravent whe state house of 
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Union Convention of Franklin County nominated him without asking him t 
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stood woirhsd heavily upon him end ase 
his many friends. His hee ith wes very 
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ie voference to Kis physical weak- 
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administration in which 
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but he took ne part whatever 'n Ponnsylvania politics during this year. 

In Soptember, ea committee of the citizens of Loncas mur ang Ghester invited 

i to address a union meeting. He aes xd, saying that his heslth made 
$ impocsible for him to leave home +.ql1, but thas if he could talk to 

roa m, he would confine himself to 2 ASa for a virorous support .of the war 
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-The results of the state election of October 8, 1861 are 
ghowm in the following tables: 
State Senate 
hinting 
89 SO 
After, Bloction of 1350 After Election of 186. Old New Intel 
Democrats § Democrats wn i 
Demoerats elected on Union 
tickota 3 3 
"People’s" wit “People’s” and Republicans 20 2 22 
Republicans olected on Une 
jon tickets oun a2. a8 
Total 33 Total i ae 8 § 33 
oo 91 
After Dection af 1880. After Mioction off LSE). 
Democrats 29 Democrats 43 
Denscrata clected on Union 
an pacha is 
"Poople's” ek "Pogpis's™? and Republicans 23 
Re spublica ns olectsd on Un= 
Zon tickets aes 
Totel 2.06 Totel 106 
Both Houses in J pint Sesesicn 
pie Scag Gao 93, 
After Mlegtion ef 1800. After Rloction of L861. O1g Mow, Totek, 
Democrats 35 : Demecrats dee Hy 89 
Democrats elected ou Union 
: tickets 1,6 16 
"People’s" 9m “Poople’s and Republicans 20 25 45 
Republicans elected on Une 
don tickots LS Sale, a3, 
Tots 133 Total br ty Dain Fe 9 


Of the eleven state senators whose terms hed expired, four 
were Democrats nnd seven were members of the *Peopie’s” Party. The Demo= 
crats not only retained control of thoir four seats, but without assis- 


tance gained one mores end Democrats were olectad upon Union tickets in 


* 


three others, Of the remaining three seats of the senate, tho "People? s™ 


a te ae 


99 Public Led: dzars, Cotober a5 ee Senuary 1, 1661. 
¢0 Public Lokhate October 19, 1861, Feoruary 19, 1861; legislative 
Rocord of Yonnmrivanias 1662, Jenuary 7. 
SL Tribune Mimonat,s 18626 


02 Public Ladeors Octohor 19, 1552 Tribune Almanac, 1662.6 
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Porty wou n clear victory in Hat one instance, In the 27th District 
_ (Brie and Crawford), Morrow 3. Lowrie was a Redical Republican who hed 
run ageinst the regular Republican nominee; and in the 24th District (Al- 
Logheny) John P. Fonny had run upon both the regular Republican ticket 
and a Union ticket, the latter of which had the support of the Domocrats. 
Only two senators were reelected; these were Hiester Clymer, of the 6th 
senatorial district (Berks) and Penny, alluded to above, both of whom 
had beon leaders in the opposition to the repeal of the tonnrge 6%, in 
the house, the Democrats regeined fwontyeoeight of the twenty-nine seats 
which thoy hed held in the session of 1861; three were elected upon Un-= 
jon tickets. Their only loss was in the Vyoming-Sullivan-Columbia~Von- 
tour district which, in 1860, hrd returned two Democrats, In this elec 
tion, one Democrat and one Republican were selected, The Democrats - 
gained twenty-seven seats which had been held by members of the People’s 
Party in the previous session; seven of these were elected on Union tic+ 
kets; ono had deen placed upon the Republicen ticket in Allegheny county 
in an effort to attract Democratic votes. The Democrats, however, in 
that county had taken the iead in the formation of e Union ticket, with 
the result that only one of the five members returned from that county 
wes elected with straight-out Republicen support. Of the forty=five 
menbors of the People's Party, twenty~two ran upon Union tickets and 
‘therefore owed their success to some extent at least to Democratic votes. 
In this election, every member of the house outside of Philadelphia who 
had supported the measure for the repeal of the tonnage tax was defeated 
with the single exception of Udward Cowen who represented the Crawforde- 
Werren District. He was sustrined on the basis of his contention that 
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pond. Senator Shindel vas not only esfented for reelection but Was re=- 


jected by the cong eregation over which he presided, and sought refuge in 
the ermy ae e chaplain, Phi ladelphia, however, due to her yast interests 
4 the railrond and to the increase 4n commerce which was expected to re~ 
gult from the ropeal of the tonnage tax, earnestly supported those mem 
bers who had aided in the passage of the pili, Neverthelese, in spite of 
the influence of Philadelphia, in the now house which was elected on Oc-~ 
tober 8, 186k, there were but ninoteon af the one hundred members wha ope 


- 


f. a ee Se Pe oy a lh) ate - “7, wate maven oe feo 
nosed the restorstion of tne Gax_, +123 Bes senate stood 22 to 11 in favor 


of the restoration of ths tonnage duties, Clearly vhe probplew of the Penn» 
| v - 


sylvenia Reilroad was to be one of the leading issues in the legislative 
session of 1852. : 
5 PH4 43 


The official tabulation of the slection returns of 1861 Was 


EY sel ae ame : SN a ore eee < nee | 4 , 3 
complicated becruses of se soldier vote, According to tne A3rqd section 
” & ca) Nwmg 

of the Act of 1839: 

Tans ‘ 2 Lis FON hes ff 

Thenever any of whe citizens af this Commonwealth 
{fing 1, rn Sn ear weae | ae ig Mee ean 
qualifzed a3 so% -gintefore provided, siait oe 4% 


Lea 


any actuel military gorvice in eny dotachuent of 
449 militia op comms of volunteers, unde 

gition from the Prosic 
by any authority ef this 
ef the general 


et } 

3 es fully as if thoy were presen 
the usual pi of election, Provided, Thay no 
moriber of any ch troon oe conpony shell be pere 
mitted to vote o% the place so appointed, if at 
the tire of such elactiion = shell be within. 10 
4tes cf the place at which he world bo entitled 
to vote, if net in sarvico afore sais, 


Under this ruling efforts were made to secure ballots from the Permsyle- 


vgania soldiers who wore in the fields I? the elections had beon conduc 


4eod honestly, there would Signe bly have been little objection to the prac 
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tice; but there is no doubt that many of the elections in the crmps were 
fraudulent, Tho soldiers were not free men in the seme sense as ordinary 
citizens; their officers wers their masters, and in many cases, they did 


2 oh + 
not hesitate to use their power to persucds the men under them to vote 


2 -4 ~ 2S 1 
BS they dssired them ta, Thorn IO vohamen “at prot So ae sgainst ne SOLULOCY 


oS Bites ve aw bs a 
93 
vote in Philadelphia for two rensons. One was that some of the returns 


1 


= + ~ ab 1 + 
vers cleerly dishonest, For exemple, one set of ballovs (called the 


cA 


Schimpfiller returns) were sent in from « reziment and a colonel which 

did not evan exist. The other reason was due to dissatisfaction with 
94 

the manner in which the votes wore counted. Furthormore the law itself 


was of doubtful validity inasmuch as the 


a 


st section of Article 3 of 
the state constitution provided that the elector must reside in the dis} 
trict where he offered his vote. 
| Of the seven contested seats in the house of representatives 
in the session of 1862, five arosa entirely from alleged frauds jn the 
95 
soldiers‘ votes. Few of the members of either house hesitated to condemn 
4 
the practice of holding elections in the camps, but it would have required 
an unusual degree of political courage for any momber to have moved in 


favor of depriving the "brave volunteers" of their franchise, In al] 


five ceses, the decision of tho house was in favor of the constitutionality 


of the soldier vote. On March 13, 1862, the question of the constitution- 


nlity of the act of assembly giving the volunteers in the service the right 
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94 Gazettes, October 2, 1861; Philadelphia Inauirer, November Ly 2, 
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95 Pennsylvania Journel of. HBUSGs (LUCA Le say? Gay G4, S65 425 423, 
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to vote was brought up in the supreme court. The case originated jin Lu» 
zerne County in the contest for district attorney. Chase, the Dewosre- 


tic candidate, had been electod by tho home vote, but the army vote so 


choanved the results to ceive tne office to Miller, tho Republican candi- 
date. The election wes Seuitorstaad on bohalf of Chase upon the ground 
that the law was unconstitutional. Tae Court of Govmon Pleas of Luzerne 


Gounty affirmed its constitutlonality; the case Was argued hefors the 

96 

guprems court on Morch 13, 14, 1862... On Lay 22, the higher court dsliv- 
S7 

ered its opinion pronouncing the cry yote unconstitutional. Thia case, 
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in comnection wit h two then beiore the Court of Common Pises of Philedsl- 


phia were interesting from 2 political wiownoint inasmuch as in Philadel= 
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Since neither Republionns 


ty in the house, it was clearly evident that thsre would be a struggle 


ba) 


over orponizetion in which the belance of power would rest with thoss Dom 


ocrate who had been siect:” on Union tickets. On January 6, 1962, the 


. 


Union Democrats in conju tion with the Union Republicans held a joint 
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96 Publi 


¢ Ledger, ss a 34, 15, 24, 1862. 

a} ube Lod pers tre sual: Sty sia: Vorek iger lean, Vey 63% 186 5.25 
Post, May 27, 869. <dudtice; George +. oodward wrote the opinion, waicn 
was eis vy Justices Jamcs Thompson and Willie ssrengs Justice Jolim hi 
Rend wrote a concurring. opinions Chief Justice Walter tl. Lowrie presensed 


rs Bc BA oDinion. 
98 Public Ledgor, Murch 14, 19, 26, 1862; May 24, 20, 16623 June 
29 3y 1862. 
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‘cnucue and nominated for speaker John Rowe, the Union Democrat, of the 


Frenklin-Puiton District. They then offered to give the Democrnts con~ 


trol of tho principal offices and standing committees of the house in ree 
turn for their support of Rove; put the Democratic caucus rejocted this 


proposrl on the prounds thet they did not wish to bar rai with any out» 
99 
gido party for power. The reguler Republicen caucusy howeyer, also had 


nominated Rowe, end they entored inte an agrecment with the Union mem 
1.00 


pera, disposing of tns various offices in gic gift of the houses On 


January 7, Rowe was elected speaker by & edie of 53 to 45 over Villien 
7 101 


Hopkins, a Democrat of the Usghineten District. Louie Ws Hell, Republi- 
es 2 Ro > 


°o 


can, of the 20th District (Bloir, Cambria, Cloarfield), became tho speak- 
162 7 


ar of the senate by a vote of 421 to o, “le We Ketcham, & conssrvative 
Republican of the Loth District (Lazerno), de denioe th o cheirmanship of 
Gi 


1¢ senate committee on fodernt volntions, Two Democrats, Hiester Cly- 


(Cumberland, Perry, Juniata, Pifflin), were eppointed to this conmittse , 
ealthoursh in ths previous session of the legislature no membors of thoir 
party had sorved on this committce. 
Governer Curtin sent his messaye to the Legislature on January 


8, A large portion of the document wea devoted to 4 considerntion of 


ee ee ceeboamt |, 


99 It is interestinz to note that Goorge P. Staele in reporting to 


? 
* 


Wright concorning tho situation in Herrisburg saidi "Ms, honest Democra- 
cy, 47 in number, seid they V would not have anything soonsr than to hava 
anything to do with the Bleck Republicans. * Coorge P. Steel to Mright, 
January 9, 1862. in writ ae 

100 Fublic Lodzer, Jenuary 8, 1862. 

101 Ponnsylvania Journc) of tho. | House, 1662, 73 Public Ledpors Jan- 
uary Gy 1562. 
102 Pennsyivenin Bournnl of the Senates 1962, 6: Public Ledger, Jane 
unry 85 FS67s ‘ 

103 Pennsyivanic Journn) 
wary 14, 15, 1662. 
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national affairs. In speekinge of tho position of Ponnsylvania in the 


‘existing contest vetwaen the scctions, the Governor remarked: 
° 

ees it ought to be understood inet, looking to the 
yariety ant cheracter of her products and industry, 

her material interest ealons would render the pre- 

gervation of the Union from the present 265 ae up 

on it, indisponseable to Pennsylvenia, = she annot 
afford to have a foraim power below or ad 

bounding her on the Delaware, the Chesapoake, or tho 

fi Rieter and she will nover acquiesce in such 8 

result, whatever may be the cost in men and money of 

her eeaie tonce to it, 


He spoke outhusiestically of the manner in which tha state had responded 


to the Prosident’s call for volunteers. lle showed that 169,615 men had 


4 


enlisted from Pennsylvania, of whom 93,577 were then in actual SOLVALCE 5 


adding proudly; 


ithe 


Penneylvenia has mede great efforta to support + 
government . She has given more bia better cléthed 
and better equipped men than any other State, an 
has far sxcoeded her quote of the military levies. 
The sons of our best cit ; poung men of educa 
tion and TO AND s £421 the S phere volunteer 
regiments. Their talient sane 3) 
portunity has been afforded ee has dove alee vO 
the Cormrmontealth. The universal movement among our 
people ¢ sirnifies that peed are loyal to the sovern- 
ment astablished by ve be: and 3 aio lay 
mined to quell the pros: 
gerye the Union; and ris} 
any plen for either the diss olution « oT roe ~construe- 
tion of it. 


ae es 


He stated that he had taken occasion to impress upon the general govorne 
mont the necessity of fortifying the water approaches on the seaboard 
and tho lakes, but recommended that the state take proper moans %0 de~ 


fend these approrcnos if Congress did not speedily act. The vanks, he 
- + - bd 


thought, should be relieved of all penalties for guanension of specie 


payments, Ho declared thet “dt would be impossible Zor the banks to cone 


tinue to redeem their oblizations in coin, in tho face of tho large is+ 
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sues of papor, the necessity for which wag imposed on them and the gov- 
~ 104 
ernment by the exigencies of tha times," . 


The messere wus well received by both parties, and the Pitts. 
burgh Post, in an oditorial, voiced tha sentiments of many Democrats of 


the states 


This message of Governor Curtin is entirely free 
from the buncome and fanaticism so common in the 
late wessages of the other 2OVernors, ralative 


%o the purposes of the government in crushing the 

rebeliion., In it wo look in vain for abolition 

ravings ebout emencipaticns his sim is the resto« 

ration of the Union ea it is, nothing moro, nothing i 

Less, Upon this voint he is brief snd oxvLiocit 

and in the position he nas teken he will be suse 

tainad by every patriotic lover of the Union ehrough» } 
j 1 


out our gallent old Commonwealth, 105 he 
The lezisletura devoted consic GEA time te contestod clec» 


tion cases, ome of ths most interesting of which rest ited in ea legs) i. 


fight between John Ls Cesena snd Ceorsa WV, Householder over the right 


vo represent the Bodford-Somerset District. These tyvo counties, by the 
iegisletive apportionment act of 1857, had been joined together to forn 
aA gingie state representative district which elected two members to the 


lower house, There was nothine unusuel about this a arrangement as thera 
were many similar districts, and Bedford County itself had been joined 


106 
with anothor county by at lenst one previous apportionment act, In 
y i DT 


1861 the Democrats of Bedford end Somerset nominsted John Cessna and a 
collcague for the lorislnture, while the Republicans named Goorgo V, 
Householder and Udward UU. Shrock as thoir candidates Cessna made 


bos 
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most exhaustive cempaimm, aspeciolly in his own county. He supported 
tho netional administration in its vrosescution of the wary insisted the 
Democrats were loyal, and looked forward to the restoretion of the union 
upon a conservative basis, after the confederacy wes crushed. As a con- 


sequence of his fav roble attitude toward the war, hoe veesived the sup= 
? 


port of many of the Ropubiicans of Redford County. In the olection of 


” 


“Qetebor 8, 1851, Housaholder, the lower o * the two Republican candidates, 


ta 


By > 


yrocelved in the entire district a majority of 249 votes over Cessna. 

In Bedford County alons, however, Cessna wes given & majority of 1032 
107 

votes over Householder, Casona decided to sontest the cass upon the 

ground that under Article I, Sections 2 and @ of the Constitution of 

1790, it was previded that sach of the counties then existing should 

have at least one rapresentetive but that no county thereafter erected 


gneuld be entitled to soprrats ropreasitation until 44 contained a surfi= 


sient mumber of taxable inhabitants to ontitle it to one representativ: 


S 


2 % mS AF ow! | Ls se 2 = bs 
which should thon be establishea, Csesna 


arate represantetion; but that it was not constitutionally necessary for 
Somerset to have a representetiva since 4t hed not beon coracted in 1795; 


end that, inasmuch as ho had received a mejority of the votes from Bed- 
“208 
ford County, he wes. entitled to the seat. Wig argument seemed pinusibic, 


elthough his claim wes based upon a teehnicality which nover before hed 


. 


been presented to either nouses Although McClure end Cessna were scaret- 
ly uvon speaking terms whon the logislative session began, they decided 


sersecerenercenenrnap appease tA ACC OANA ei CONT OA OO A AA 


107 Publis Lodrar, Jonunry tds 1862, 
108 Legislative Record of Pennsylvania, 1862, 42 £85 Publis Ledger, 
Janurry 95 6. 18626 
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PGeLOS A 
thet they might be mutually useful,  Gessna asked McClure to holp him 


win tho seat he was contesting, and also to aid him in having a law 
enoctod amonding the apportionment act of 1857 so as to give Bedford and 
Somerset Counties separate reprosentation, He pointed out that if he 


were sented, he would be in a position as a membor of the inner Democra- 


aE 


tis circle, to render important help +o the Curtin administrotion, He 


~ 
if 
* 


Clure, realizing that en invostivation of the repeal of the tonnage tax 


> 


an pending, and that a friendly Democrat would be a great asset politi- 


eally accepted Cassy ais proposal, This is all the more interesting con]= 


z « 


gidering the fact that Cessna acted as his own attorney in presenting his 


onse whoreas MeClure was acting as the attorney for Youssholdor. 


r 


Contested seets wore then decided by a committee of members of 
the house, selected by lottery. The nemes of the mombers were written 
vay 


need in n box $ shaelk thoy were cray ler the 
aa SCcoa aE CO DOXA ee ron ‘ccew ers! Eney TS ro GY Cre re) uy EES e 


ae 


upon slips of paper and p 
clerk, Zach contestant had the right to chellonge the seloction of any 
mombers whose impertieality he had any reason tO BUBPEC bs As the house 


od 


im 
'S 


wos about ovenly divid politically, the chances were about squash thet 
the committos thus selected would be pradominantly Republican or Democra~ 
“ic, McClure gave Cessna the namos of ten Republican members whom he 
could safely accept if it wera necessary for his to have any Ropublicans 


on his committee. Cessna, however, was fortunately abla to draw a dis- 


tinetly Democratic committes, end on January 16, he wag seated in the 
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109 Cessna was a Democrat, and ea a political leader was tireles 
and aggressive, te wos now serving his third term in the popular br ae 
of the state lepisiature, hay ring el ed in the sossions of 1850 and 
4851. He was in 1862 ambitious + e the Domocrntic nominntion for 
governo r in 1663, ag also was Willian sihices of Vicshinrton County, who 
was trying; to moke political capite oranding an investigation of 
*ho methods used in the passags o hoe pill for the repeal of the ton= 
nage dues, McCluro, Old Time Yoteg, Ty 526f. 
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“Waite ns the representrtive from Rav CoindeGondest be 
In spite of the fact that the lomislature of 1662 was deter 

mined to restore the dutics lovied upon the tonnage of the Pennoeyivenie 
Railroad, thore was Little it could do, because the reponl mensures passed 
4n 1861, had been so irnmed as 9 make its repeel inpossible. The bild 
provided for a carefully draw contract between the corporation and the 
gtete; and when tha Lew wes approved by the governor end the terms ac= 

pted by the company, it became a contract as well as a lew and could 
not be ropenled without viols* ting that provision of the federal constitu 


tion “wnich forbids any state . to pass any law impairing the onl. 


jie 


tate 


FAtLon 


i 


of contracts: Nevertheless the sislatura was in no mood to consider 


att aly ‘ Fawn. 5 4 ae Lyd at awry myers fe = 
the mitter calmiy. On Jenurry 14, the jucictary committes of the house 
31° 


2 
7 


was instructed to bring in a pill for the restoration of tho tonnage ee 


ae 


ro VILL wes prepered and pesned the lower house by a vote of 70 to 2 


rn 
as 
era 
on March 13,0 Tt then wont to ths senate, where it was referred by 
Speaker Hall to the Finence committea, which consisted of five senators, 
, iit 
four of whom had voted for the commutation act in 1861. Of course a 


ith a Tavor 


“2 


ch 


group thus constituted would not report the ropealing bill 


ss : - a 
13.8 etlaee Old Time Notes, I, 587~530; Gozotia, duly 24, 4063; 
Public Ledger, Jonuary 10, 1862. 
~F31 Pennsylvania Journel of House, 1862, 483 Public Ledgors January 
17, 18, 1862, A bill to give Bedford, Cumberland, Perrys © “ond Somerset 
counties separate representatives passed the house on February 7, the 
genate on April 10, and was sienod by Curtin April ll. Pennaylvenia 
Journal of ! HOUSS.: 1862, 1 thei Penasylvenie Journsl of Senaves 13862, S213 
Public Lodger, F apruary 2, 1862, April iy 718625 
112 Penns ie Journnl of Houses, 1E62, 413 Public Ledger, January 
17, 1862 
113 “Pennsylvenie Journe 1 
Bs 14, 19, 1362. 
. 114 Pennsylvania Journel of Senate, 1062, 45- 
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able recommendation; sand it wag prodicted that they would hoid it untal 
Li5 
the close of the session. he committees decided, however, to accomplish 


its purpose by a moro subtle etratery, ond on April 7, reported the bill 
116 : 
with a negative recommendation, While 3% is doubtful whether a majorie 


ty of the senate reelly faversd tho messuro, there wns dome danger of 


an 5 on ees we sO Paral ete is 3 k ny + "a Sf +thaly 
Sto passage as several members felt constroined by the wishes of une. 


constitutents to support it; Accordingly severe ol amendments were pro= 
posedy one of which provided 


That on and efter the 


se) 
ped ple 
et 
fe 
co 
Ru 
fo 
oO 
Oo 
te oe | 
Coy 
2 


4 
shall be levied upon all the tonnage of thie common- 
woalth, whether passiny, through or transported to 
eng part of tho Sate, 2% cents por ton upon ail the 
z and fa : 


products of minos, forests rma, and 5 conte 
3 


3 
merehondises 


= ~ ee 2 7 

per ton upon all and the railroed, canal, 
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2 3 4 34 4 ih 
3 i sgceivyed sheil collect 
27 NR ER Re Caria bas at + 
use of Hic commowveslth all puck «a 
4 ae 


or ae Ae ion len were) ote oie Se i he ea =e 
fore Gircetod, enc vay tho esme quarterly % 
1 
¥ 2 ‘ 


Tronsurers and the revenues derived from th Nes 
duties shell be spplied exclusively to the payment of 
eny debt or dobbs nov contracted or hereafter to be 
contrecsod by this State for ave own defences, or +0 
suntain the national government 2n | rosecuting the 
war to maintein the unity of the republic, until such 


debte shall be centsile mich of ths act sp= 


frict 

eo 
jot 6 
it 33 
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PrOVGES ater: ay 5 16GL4 a5 UuRposes a 8 acial tax Bpoy 
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tha texnble property of this State of helf a midi on 
a 3] } . ‘y ae 1 

the dollar be and the sane is herevy repealed, 117 


Tho bill was further amended by requiring vhe attorney-genoral to insti-~ 


ul ° 


tute proceedings to test the constitusionnlity of the act with reference 
to the $750,000 of accrued tax distributed among certain lateral reads. 
-In cage the liability of the compeny should be judicially ascertained, 


the bonds which those lmteral rozds had civen to the Pennsylvania Real» 


rend should be collected from that company and viaced in the sinking 
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; | 113 
fund for the extinguishment of the public debt of the state, The bill 


thus amonded was passed by the senate on April 10 and roturned to the 
119 
house, whero, when the distinct issuo between a discriminating tax on 


the Pennsylvania Railroad and 9 general tonnage tax upon all railroad 
and transportation compenies in the state was presented, the special 


enemies of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, headed by Williems, of Al. 
120 
using to concur in the senata amendments y or 


~ 


Legheny, killed it by r 


co 
e 


ate 


to.appoint e conmmitt -¢ confer with the comnittes of conference se= 


oe t 
aad. 
lected by the senats. 
Even wore intense than the demand for the restoration of ° 
tonnage taxes was the domand for an investigation of the elleged scorrup~ 
#4on which had attended the passage of the repea net at the previous 


session of the lormislature. On Jenusry 17, Hopkine presented the fole 


Lowine resolution to the house: 





Whereas, It has been alleged, and is believed by 
many aeons of this Commonwealth, tnrat impree 
per influonces wore used in procuring the pass~ 
age of an act at the last session of the lepis- 
Jaturs, onbitied, “An Act for the Commutation of 
tho Tonnage Duties,” and, whereas, 1% is due alike 
+9 the partiss implicated end to the public at 
large that the alicgavions upon which seid belief 
are predicated should be investigated in order 
that the truth may be vindicated end justice done 


to all, thorefore 

Resolved shat 4 note irene of three bo appointed to 
inquire into all tho facts connected with ths pass- 
age of caid act, and that they have power to sond 
for persons and prpers, 122 


Amendments to the Hcpkins resolution were made on the 2ist, increasing 
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118 Pennsylvania Journai, of Senate, 1662, ble. 

. 419 Tbid., 614, | 
120 Pemaylvania Journal of Houso, 1962, 814. 
121 Ibid,, 824; Legislative Record of. £ Ponngylvantin, 1862, 987, 1005» 


1010, 
122 Pennsylvania Journsl of House, 1862, 67. 
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- the gine of the committee to five and seen fon it to report “the nemes 
of all persons or officers, either in or out of the Logislature, by whom 
and upon whom they shell find corrupt influences to 6 i nieae tee? Re» 
publican senats proposed to share in the iavostication, but the house 


preferred to manages this business alone and to prosecute an impsachment 


rogeoding was obtained. 


> 


ca a = 4 as ln Ke ss 5 > ie. fre = 
in casa evidence sufficient to justify such a. 


Pp 
Since all impsacimoents were required to proceed from the house, it wee 


deemed proper that an investigation tending in that di raction ghouid ba 
124 


under the exclusive control of that body. 
The selection of the five committee members was a matter of 
great importance . Tao chairmensnip went to Hopkins, who had introduced 
™ &; 


ac} 


eee Por = - 1% a a = ary 
‘ins was a Legislater ox experience, He was tnE 


= 


the resolution. Hop 
oughly honest in his movemsnts for the investigat tion of the methods by 
which the repeal of the tonnage tax had been accompiishedy but he also 


noped that the evidences of corruption which he bolieved he could uncov= 


er, would lead to 
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that he should hope that his vrominence in connection saw ties investiga. 
tion would make him the stendard bearer of his party. ‘ho Republicans re~ 
alized that there was grave danger that the investicatio would be exploited 
politically and used te ia Semeur opinion both against the company 

and against those whe had favored the reosal. MeClure, especially, felt 


great concern over the possible outcene of the investigation inasmuch as 


he had been go largely instrumontal in securing the repeal, Fortunately, 
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124 Public Ledger, January 22, 24, 30, 1862: 

125 Pennsylvania Journal of House, 1862, 67 
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‘he had an intimate personal and political friend in Speaker Rowe who of 
fered to appoint to the remaining positions on the committes any four 
men whom HeClure might mention, provided they were men of ability ana 
reputation who had not voted for the commutation act. Colonel Scott 
who was more directly interested in the proposed investicnt ion than any 
ether porson had givon tho matter careful consideration and knew just 
where overy member stood upon the question. Ho preaonted the names of 
twelve representatives who measured up to Rowe 'g specifications, and from 
“126 
thie list the speaker selocted four members to complete tho comnitt3e. 


Hopkins was extremely anxious to hnve as a fellow investicetor Thomas 


Willians, a Republican, of Aklegheny County, but Rowe declared he would 


7 a7 
rathor resiga his office than yield thet point. Tho committee was fiw 
128 
nally enlarged to seven, but It stiii remained conservative » 


4 tt i>, aot on an rd <4 “4 ofa SiS ine See pon) Se dy ye 

Hopkins wes further handicapped in his investigevion of Jonny 
~ -% x, . t. . F : Hs * 4 4 
GCessra, who, in accordeace with the bargain he had made with UcClure, dic 


oll that was within his power to weaken the character of the investica= 
129 
tion,  Towsrd the end of the lecislative session, when a resolution was 


4ntroduced to permit the Hevkins comuittes to continue its investigation 


during the rocess,; Cessna took the floor, denounced the regolution as une 
warranted, and succeeded in carr thes with a large mejority, 9 countor 
resolution requiring tho Hopkins Cormittee to submit its report enc be 


130 
dissolved before the legislature should adjourn. 
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126 Poansylvania Journsl of Houge, 1862, 130; McClure, Ola Time Mosse, 


I, 506, 50T. 
127 Public Lodger, Fobruary 5, 10, 18625 Gazette, July 24, 1663. 
126 Peabo sonnet “Jour mmol of House, LOS2, 19d. : 
129 Lorisiotive Record 0. of , Lopmoylvanios 18625 392-393, 412, 548-550. 
130 Pennsylvania Journal of House, 1662, 949-950, 954. . 
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Novertheicys the committeo found no difficulty in proving tuat 
tre methods used in procuri tng the passage of tha bili were highly ques= 


fa we 
sjoneble, Each member of the powerful lobby which hod been employed to 


work for thé repenl of the tonnaga tax was sailed to testify, and while 
no one revealed any mere then was absolutely nocessarys it was not difii- 
cult to establish the fact that disreputable means bad been employed Ge 
gecure the success of the measure. Evidence was uncovered of bri 


4. % 
3 


Ay 4 ) om Aa en fe 55 a5 as re Aa Ah 
novanupers, There werd also gleer indications thet the soction of wne 
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commutation bill requiring the Pennsylvania Railroad Company to ass.5% 


oc 
tart 


2 AR OF 4 7 | 4 3 Remade 4b >| 5 ay ataAd Fp t ? 
#he ovher railroad companies in tno steve nad been incsorted for the pur- 


pose of inducing members from countios through which thease roads passed 
“ aneat . Ys ie TL ne mer An AY * ~ 
to vote Por: the passage of the bill. Alexander NH. Burns; a member of 


+. ot Aaya Pos ae: arrnatt raat 4 1 1 hey 
the legislature from Alleghsny Counsy, testified that ho 
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end Stouvenv Stile Railroad should be completed. ié was elso sno™M wnat 
Ss ». Y Sol stiga 4 Seg ae a+} 4, ees r ARN a 
Seoté nad entered into a written agresment to take 3400-000 worth of 
wWearela o wea iN vee raaAectarn FS OOF nn ore het. Lot anars eh wee = bh as a ee Bd cam. ere) “GOD 
ponds of the Norinmysesteorn cas~irocsd votupany au VET Bo. 'e Sima when ee27 
i ey 
avd 
es < wate 4.7. > dF Fide qpers os | -S = le 
yelus was only twenty-five cents on tne doLiars lt was pointed out 


The cormittee endenvored to socure direct testimony fron J. Kdgar Thorno~ 
sOn, the president of the Pennsylvania, end also from Scott, but they wera 
balked at every turn, Thompson pleaded i11 health, and backed up his 


; “134 
excuse with a medical certificate, Scott was almost sub-poonced, ut 
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223 
through the intervention of Lincoln and Stanton, he was transferred to 
the Army of the Southwest just in time to avoid en enccunter with the sor- 

135 
geant-at-armsa of the Pennsylvenia house of re presentatives. Nevertheless, 
plenty of evidence was preduced to prove thet Scott had been very gener= 
ous in “greasing the palma" of many legisletors during the session of 

136 3 
1361. 
The Hopkins Committee disclosed the fact that Governor Curtin 
had signed the commutation act in 1661 without the knowledgs of Attornsy- 


« = . 


General Purviance; that when the governor hed signed the bill, Scott hed 


ce 3 
me 
eo 
GS 


given hin a written agreement the it the texeg paid by ie mouny to the 


Je ; = r ~~ arr : A, 
stats should ever be less than $75,000 annually. This ngreemsnt afters 
ri . = 
wards hed been surrendsrad to tns Pommsyivania RaLir 
3 
ae 
te Rey ee tae ae Bs ie p SS te era We ry 
eryed. Curtin admitted having received the paper anc having later re~ 
oe “ 4 = +3 at oe wide % mie xe in Dalced “> 4 Ala bf ont > oh oad " 
turned it, but justified his action on the yroune that the company was al- 
= ae os AMEE 5 = 21 yay =Pias wat ar a2 + 
reacy paying more then the stinpuloted smount oach year. ne euditor- 
+ er me ms ae 2 ; py ea) 2h Reedy Be t 2 Ga 5 
general, howsver, did new su ‘ostantiste Curtin’s statements, because né 


$ 


howed that on the year ending 


‘2 
hed paid in taxes to the state only $39,778.10. The disclosures corncern- 


ing Governor Curtin were omitted fron the Hopkins repert, but they were 
“140 
filed away by many of Curtin’s onsmies for future use. 
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McClure condoned the methods used in the passage of ths bill an 
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equipments and supplies to the Commissary Depart= 
ment for tha use of ths thrse months volunteers 
celled into service in compliance with a requisi-~ 
¢ion from the President and ascertainy if possible, 
4f any frauds have been committed upon the State, 
and if so, to report to the House the nature and 
extent of such frauds, and the name of the party im- 
plicated. The committee shall also examino into 
such of her contracts and expenditures made by the 
heads of different departments or thoir AGONEB 5 ag 
they in thoir judgement may deem proper, and shall 
have power to send for parsons and papers. 144 


Thore was no doubt but that the stato had boon most outrageously 
in this matter, Governor Curtin, hewever,, had shown noth he had 
yonel fear of being connected with tho army frauds, when, in the 


of 1861, he had avpointed a committed: of recognized integrity to 


ate the matter: and, although the 1861 investigetion had disclos 
3 = oO 


dences of mismanagerent end bad appointments, it had given Curtin 


gliy a clean slate. The committes appointed by the lepislature in. 


further aided the reputation of the governor when it conciudeds 


at in improper conduct in 
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v@5 prompt measures Were ts or its 
Cree ttan. Tne committes fesal it t! 
well, as justice to the Executive, as well 
or to our noble Commonwealth, to state that aotwith- 
standing she has niaesd more men in ths field than 
any other State in the Union, she hag put hem more 
promptly, and at a less expense per man, than either 
tho netionel government or any individual State, of 
whose expenditure they have any inform tion, and the 
committee nositate not to oxproees their clear judg~ 
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ment thet the thanks of the citizens of the common 
wealth are due to her exocutive officers for their 
self=denying and persevering efforts to maintein her 
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honor, and from the citizens of the United States, 
thet by such efforts the capitol of tho country 
wag seved from capture by traitors, end the whole 
country from disgrace, 145 


Tt is rather interestine that just at the time Curtin was bo= 
ing most bitterly assniled for his management of the army supplies in 
Pennsylvania, Simon Cameron was also being attacked for his conduct of 

ts 


‘ashington, Cameron, liko Curtin, unfortunetely 


tho war department in 


head a numbor of frionds who did not hesitate to ask fevors from him: end; 


3 
while ho personally remoeined free from corruption; somo of the men to 
whom ho awarded contracts brourht discredit upom the Department of War 

i 
anc upon the United States government Samoron, realizing that great 


pressure was being brought upon tho Presidsnt to revire him, notified 
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* 


ing the cradit of the governmont. ™hs climex was reached when a comnlt- 
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tea of bankers from Hew York and Philadelphia went to Veshington end ine« 


formed Lancoln thet they would cid in nepotiating further loans only on 


gondition that the war department be headed by a man who would administer 


148 
i+ in strictest honesty end without extravagance. Since Cameron had 


provicusly offered to leave the cabinet at eny time the Presidont de-= 


sired him to do so, Lincoln wrote a brief letter to his Secretary of War, 


stating that he had decided to nominate him to the senete as Minister to 
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Russia, and to appoint Edwin Me. Stanton to gueceed him as secratary of 
war, When Cameron received his letter of dismissal, he went to the of- 
fice of Colonel Scott, who was assistant-secretary of war; and, with 
Fanaa in his eyes, said that tne president intended to ruin him politi- 
sally. According to McClure, Scott interceded with Lincoln and secured 
permission for Cameron to antedate a letter of resigation, to which the 
“249 

President wrote an acceptance in kindly words. 

The Democrats wors highly gratified at the forced res: ignation 
of Cameron and the appointment of Stanton, a Democrat, to fill his place, 
George VW. Woodward, in a letter of congratulation to the new secretary 


ve worn so Little sunshine of late 


that this gleam is vory grateful." Another ardent Democrat from Phila- 
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149 UeClure, Od Tims Notes, ZI, 135-136; Nicolay and Hay, Complists 
Works of Lincoln, Vil, 79-82. when tne louse of Roprogentatives, by a 
yote of 7% to 45 adopted a resolution of censure on Cameron’ s administra- 
tion of the war department, Lincoln sent a special message, in which he 
stated that the censure was not wholly justified, end thet he himsel© was 
equally responeibie in some of the things for which Comeron was censured 
Gong. Globe, 37th Cong.; end 3208 » 355 203, 298, 632, 633, 1382, 2840, 
$383; Richardson, ! Hessaces and Fepers, Vi, 79: 

Gevernor Curtin and nis 3 Lmmedinte political friends did uot.disguise 
their satisfaction at ee turn affairs had taken, Early in February, how 
ever; a movement seems to haya been on foot to effect an exchange between 
Cameron and Wilmot, whereby the latter was to go to Russia and the forme 
to return to the United States senate, Cameron and his friends spent 
some time in canvassing the legislature during the session of 1682 to 
learn how many votes they might hope to secure for such an arrangement. 
Wilmot meade at least t : 


two trips to Herrisburs, presumaoly for the purpose 
of furthering Camsron’s views, and his own advancement to the Russian 
mission. The exchange of one year in the senate for three years abroad 
would have been highly acceptable to him in viow of the fact that his 
prospects of re~election the following year wero nona too rood. Tne deal 
did not zo throuzh, for several reasons, In the first place, there were 
many Republicens in the state legislature who refused to consider the 


scheme, 2% was also rumored that when Lincoln heard of i contemplated 
prrengement he was utterly opposed to it, He hod vestowad the Russian 
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mission upon Cameron in order to gat him out of the country and he had 


ot 


no idoa of perm mittin } § O24 him to bartsr off his post for 2 seat in the sone 

ate. When the plan feli through all the Republican papers "dented it had 
ever been contemplated. Public Ledger, February 12, 19, 26, 1862; Post 
January 15, 1862, February 28, VEG eu % ciate: 
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Stanton a (in Library of Congress). 
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delphia wrote to Buchanan to teil him thet all his friends in the city 
3 Mec § 
were rejoicing at the turn affairs had tseken. A Wilkesberre politician 


wrote to Vright, his representative in Congress and predicted: "If we 


gould persuade old Sumner, Lovejoy, and old buck shot Thaddy and Co to 
152 


doe ns Camaron did, I think you could get along muc ch easier." Many 
Democrats felt that Cemeron’s dismissal Indicated an impending split in 
Lo q 


tho Republican ranks, into conservatives and abolitionists. 
As e matter of fact, Cameron's owm friends in Pennsylvania 
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er adinieina not so much as 4 
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ngreed with the Democrats in recarding 
rebuke for mismanagsmont of the war department, as a reprimand for his 
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abolitionist activities which wore distasteful to the administration. 
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On December 1, 1861, Cameron had written a report for Lincoln in which : 


had recomnended strongly thet the sinves vo freed, armed, and employed 
as goldisrs. This document had been mailed to the postmastere ot th 
principal cities of the United States, with instructions vo nand <a A 


the press as soon as the President 
Congress. When Lincoln learned what Gameron had done, he recalled by 


a ¢ 


cone out, and delayed his own message to 


(3 


telogreph tha copies which nad 

Congress for twenty-four hours in order to allow time for the contraband 
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documsnt to be returned, The New York Tribung, however, did not feel 


bound to obay the mandate of the President to return the original docus- 
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ment, but. printed’ it in full. soon copies of both the modi 
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ified and the 
155 
original message appeared in many of the papers of the country. Soms 


believed that this was a clever ruse on the part of the secretary of war 


to divert inquiry concerning the management of his departmont. A, 3. 


Ely, in a letter to Charlies F.Sumner, dated Jenuary 14, remarked: 
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she suppressed part about contrabands 
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"Cameron’s report which con 


was got up by him and put out by him not because he cared anything about 
156 

2 ‘ é 

the sis aves, but merely as a tub to the popular whale. 
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punes and the New York Evening Post, as well as many other papers ex= 
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pressed the same idea, but practically ali the Pennsylvenia papers ate 
159 
tributed Cameron's dismissal to his over zealous el fforts for ermncipation, 
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Russell Brrett victured his friend es a martyr to the causs of abolition= 


that the retiring Secretary 
hs monly ground h 

hig gnnusl report, 
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mced grounds but the anti-slavery 
mon of the countr: im a debt of gratitude for 
the boldness, ability and. maniiness with which he 
presented Be which must, sooner or later, control 
the action of the. government 
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CHAPTER V , 


THE ATTTTODE OF PEUNGYLVANTA TOWARDS ABOLITIONISH 


Regardless of the real raasons for Camoron’s dismissal, no one 
gould deny that ebolitioniss was rapidly gaining momentum throughout the 
North during the years 1861 and 196<. Whan hostilities broke out in Ape 
ril 1861, the secrstary of war announced that the war was being weged 
eclely for the restoration of tas Union end the lawful authority of the 
government. AM the first cession of the 37th Congress, which assembled 
on July 4, 13861, the House of Renrasentatives and the Ssnate both adopt- 
ed resolutions agein smphesizing the fact that 
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vas to preserve tie Union, and not to interferes with the rights or es~ 
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During the early mon 
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ing his way with creet caution. When General Butler, who was in charge 
of Fortress Monroe, asxed him what to do with some nine melieed negroes 
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who had congrezeted there; he received the following advice from the 
gecrotary of war: 
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authority of tha Union is fully ecknowledged..os 
But in the States, whelly or in part under in- 
surrectionary control... it 1s obvious that the 
rights dependent upon the execution of these laws 
must tomporarily fail.... A more difficult quee« 
tion is presontsd in respect to persons escaping 
from the gervice of loyal masters. lt is quite 
apparent thet the laws of the Gets under which 
the services of sucn fugitives can be claimed 
must needs be wholly or almost wholly superseded, 
as to oa Sea by the insurrection and tne 
seserehe Se! Eten, ot ver 
sen restored... Gongress 
Poy 
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will doubtless prope 

this recoivod into ta 

for a just compensats 
To BORG» ioe these tactics were too slow. This latter group great= 
ly rejoiced: wheny om Agus’ 30, 1861, General Fremont, from his head- 
quarters at St. Louis, issued a proclarat ton coafiscating tha property 
of all persons in the state of Missours who ghovle take up arms against 
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f such people were free, and procesdsd to issue 
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deede of manumission. The Gazetis expressed the gratification of ths 


Cameron wing of the Pennsylvanig Hej sublicans over this proclamation 


ee 


Tne pros yt of General Fre MON » published yess 
terday, gave very general satiefnc tion to our eopie: 
There was a brighter smile upon their faces and great= 
er elasticity in their steps, after reading it, Men 
aid, "That is right.” and thanked God and took cour- 
ApGece, Lt was bold, but necessary. 6 


Lincoln, however, belioved that Fremont had exceeded his authority; and, 
on Soptember 2; he requested him to o modify the proclamat tion so that it 


ff 
would conform with the Confiscation Act of 1861. Wy 
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sa to comply, the President changed his request to a command. Shortly 
after this episode, Fremont was removed because of incompetence; and e 
wave of indigant protest arose from many friends who regarded his re= 


moval es a rebuke to the abolitionists. Rusa6ll Errett wrote in his pa= 


per? 
Gen we not date the sudden rise of this extraordinary 
public attachment to the issue of his Proclemation of 
freedom to the slaves of rebels, which was received 
with one acclaim of approbation by nearly the whole 
gountry. They saw in this Be deteeation om the only safe 
way out of our difficulties, while its eminent jus- 
-tice could bo denied by nono. All will recollect hov 
sadly and coldly tne prpeident’s modification was re 
Weoo i Even the confidenca the peopie eae in his 
honesty, and their his cic on the purity of his in- 
tentions; co see not event murmurs sala nis poli= 
ey. Tne paop acer but fool greteful to Fremont 
for tno Lene of an ides which has lodgment in 
so meny hearts. 8 
Tio moderates sarong the Republicans, end ail the Democrats of 
tha North condemed the rising tide of abolitionism, The Pittsburga 
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Poat in commenting on an editorial in the New York Yyibune in which 2 
Jno ean say even that there will be any Amer- 
Scan slavery to extend ween this rebellion shail have been subdued?" 
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, feel no interest in 
pee presen sua lich that does not promise eae ab= 
solute oxtinction of slavery t 
Their philanthropy upon the slavery questions is 
moro hatred of the slave owmer; and nothing can con- 
tont thom until the institution of slavery is for- 
ever obliterated. As to the condition of tho SLAVE » 
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after “he becomes a freedman,” that is quite anoth- 

er question, It ig enough that the slave is made 
frea, if only to bocoms a vagrant and a pauper. 

These oxtrame abolitionists are blinded by the vision 
of emancipation, and are stone blind to tne awful con= 
sequences which it would unquestionably entail upon 
those set free. 9 


The correspondence of Wri a "Union" Democrat who had been slected to 


the House of Representatives by a combination of Democrats and republis- 

cang gives much insight into the attitude of many conservative Pennsyl= 

vyanians of both parties, The prevailing belief was that a line of dis« 
“tinction was gradually being dram, dividing those who sustained tne war 


for the sake of the government and those who sustained it as a means of 


abolishing slavery. Many letters in the Wright collection between June 


Reals: a 1D LER. Laon Ok! Caney : 3 no Cringe Si 
end December of 1861 contained warnings to steer clear of the “nigger 

5 at i’ BR ut “4 ut 2 =n fa * as 
question, Some expressed vns fear that a policy of emancipation would 
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alarm the Union men of the South and, in self defense, drive them to sup- 


port the rebel cause. 
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Tee Post, in en editorial, asked: “Why will these 
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abolitionists psrsist 
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that this war was undertaken and is being prosecuted; not for abolition=- 
Li 
fom, but to vindicate our naticnal authority?* 


9 POSS» October 14, 1841. 

10 &. B. Chase to Vrd gl t, July 18, 1861, George P. Steele to Vright, 
duly 25, 1861, A. Bedford % Oo Mrights July 25, 1861, H, Be Jodwin to Wright, 
July 253 losis Hs Be Roeenn to Wrignt, July 29; 1861, Georges P. Steele 
to Wright, July 30s 1861, S. 5. Benedict to te be fugust 14, 1861, 

Tt. H. Puleston to Uright, September 24, 1861, VV. L. Dewart to “right, 
September 26, 1861, A. V. Meyhert to Wright, December 16, 1861, John J. 
Taylor to Wright, December i9, 1861, John Brees to Wrigats December 21, 
1861, Jo Hs Compbell to “right, December 28, 18513 also u, Philbin to 
Weicht, January 11, 1862, George P. Steele to Wright, Jonuary 16, 1862, 

Le’ He Litt to Wricht,. January 238, 1862, in Wright. M55. Only. a few le upaaS 
during these months urged wricht to support extreme measures in suppress- 
ing the rebellion. P. M. Osterhout to Wright, July 23, 1861, Charles 
Seranton to Wright, July 30, 1861, Stewart Pearce to Sird ivt Dacember 16, 


1861, Pope Bushneld to Vrirht, January 2, 1862, in Wright NSS 
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Nevertheless, the second session of re 37th Congress which 
assembled on December 2, 1861, was much less temperate then the first; 
‘and, under the guidance of Theddeus Stevons, the movement toward emanci- 
wation of the sleves gained momentum in the House of Repres natives. 


On the first day of the session, Stevens declared thot there could be no 


parmanent peace in the country so long as slavery existed, and proposed 
that Congrese direct the President to fres all slaves who should leave 


their masters and aid in quelling the rebellion. He also surcestsd at 
q ; 
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the same time that the United States should compensate all lcyal citizen 
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for ony losses they might sustain through such a law, Other Pennsylvani. 
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representatives Followed the lead of Stevens, domes H. Cempbeli of the 
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Lith District (Schuylkill, Horthumberland) pronosed that Congress snould 
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confiscate the proverty, sleves included, of all rebels. On the 23rd of 
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be forever rendered incapable of holding any office or trust undar the Cor 
14. 
stitution of tha United States. Willism D. Kelley, of the 4th District 


LS 16 
(Philadelphia), WW. Morris Devis, of the Sth District (Montgomery),. 


Galusha Grow, of the 14th District (Susquehanna, Bradford, Tioga), Bdward 


“cPherson, of the i7th District (Adems, Franklin, Fulton, Bedford, Junia- 


te), So. S. Blair, of the 18th District (Somerset, Cambria, Blair, Hun- 
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‘18 
jngdon}, dohn W. wallace, of the 23rd District (Beaver, Lawrence, Mer~ 


t 


ger), and John Patton, of the 24th District (Yonango, Warren, McKean 
Clearfield, Jafferson, Forest, Elk, rela eacerr ata actively followed the 
lesa of the abolitionists. Wright, of the 12th District (Montour, Colum- 
bie, Luzerne, oe a eotne Charles J. Biddle, of the 2nd District (Phile- 
delphie} became the leaders of the Pennsylvania consarvativess with Will= 


yy 


jam By Lehmen, of the let District (Philadelphia) and John Iickman, of 
the 6th District (Chester and Delqware ) occasionnily furnishing them sup- 
port. Neither “Wright nor Biddle favored ve institution of slavery, but 
both pleaded for a spirit of tolerance and of conciliation toward the 
Union men of the South, Biddle, in a speech in the House of Representa= 


| 


tives, on Merch 6, declared: 


In Pennsylvania, our distinetive school of abolition 
nuns been marked by the mild benevolence of our ven- 
erable Society of Friends, whose Christian charity 
anbraced both the master and the slave; let 1% not 
for one moment ba confounded with the cut-throat 
philanthropy whose emblems are whe torch and the 
pike, waiech has canonized dcha Brow as e saint of 
+he church in which the negro is worshipped, You 
will ravely find in full membership in it a mon born 


ond bred upen the scil of Pennsylvania, cl 
Edgat Cowan, in the Senate, tock essentially the same stand. 
Althouch an antieslavery man, he did not believe in a war to exterminate 


thet institution, In eetaneee aye the Senste, ho recalled to them the fact 


that the 
South hed rebelled upon the bel f that we intend to 
(ETL ARE IE A GL A ELLIE LLL LLL A LL AL LOL LALIT ID = i ee ete BURG RL ne 





18 Cong, G1 0025 37 Cong. 2 Sess.eg 2298-2304. 
19 Ibid., 1798-1801. 

20 Ibid., 404-407. 

21 Zbid,, lill- liz. 
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correct it (slavery), end we are here to show them 
they are wrong, to try to get them back, to restore 
the Union, to restores the Constitution and the lawe; 
and to punish those who have incited to rebellion. 22 
Cowan believed that the suppression of the rebellion should take prece= 


dence over all else, and he was not convinced that emancipation would fure 


her this end. During the second session of the 37th Congress, ha rae 


<b 


fused to vote with the Republican majority in the upper house on any of 
the radical measures proposed by them, The Gazsvte sharing with Ste= 
bs ep eS A a 
23 
yons his contempt of that “vile ingredient .called congervatism,” com= 


plained: 


The powerful Republican majority of this section 
of the State supposed they had in hr. Cowan a 
true and able exponent of Republican principles, 
one Kno would retrieve ti 

the State, and redeem it e 
flictod by such men as Bigler and Buchanan, 24 


a oe ” an " wt fs 
tarnished honor of 
) 


On the other hand, the Philedolphie Inquirer and the Pittaburgn Post 


eure ae Ban 


3 2 


praised Cowan not only for his marked ability, but pecause he possossed 


the courage to act from his convictions, even though they were not in 
harmony with the ideas of his party, The Post remarked: “There are 


many whoss opinions are right enough, but whe have not the courage to 
ao 

resist the pressure of abolition fury.". Cowan incurred particular het- 

red among the radical Republicans because ho refused to vote with his 


; 2G 
party when the Senate expelled Jesse D. Bright on Fobruary 5, 1862. 
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Cong. Globe, 37 Song. 2 5 
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23 November 175 15625 Stevens MSS, 
24 Gazette, March 7, 1862; also see Gazette, March 10, 1862. 


25 Post, January 25, 1862, 





26 Gazette, February 1, 3, 1862; Post, February 14, 18623 Public 
Ledger, Jenunry 31, 1862; Cons. Globe, 37th Conn. 2 Sease, 470-477, 559s 
Pi ry jy 4 —T > ” > , 
554, 654655, The Bright case was thovoughly discussed in the Pennsyl- 
vania legislnturo of 1862. A resolution, proposed by 1 B 


ocrow Bs Lowrie, 
instructine the genstors from Pennaylvanin to vote for the immediate 
expulsion of Bright was passed by the senate on January 30, 1852, The 
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The President, 
to Congress on Larch 6 50 
resolution, which passed 


Resolved, That 


par 
re order to forestall the abclitionists, sent 
me suggestions in the form of the follewing 
the House of Representatives on Merch 10% 


the United Stetes ought to co-operate 


a 
with eny State which may adopt gradual abolishment 


of slavery, glivi 
be used by such. 


sata 
duced by such c 


Lincoln explained thes 


rea 


ay sie - a me 
For the inconvenz 


ing to such State pecuniary aid, to 
State 


; in its discretion, to compen~ 
tencea, public and private, pro- 
hance of system, 27 


sons for his suggestions: 


i> 





The lenders of the existing insurrection entertain 
the hope thet this Coverument will ultimately be 
forced to acknawlsdga the independence of some pert 
of the disnffected region, and that all the slave 
States north of such part will than say, “The Un» 

s > (es, | 3 A s 3 

Son for witich we have struggled being nlready gone, 
wo now Chooses te so with the Souther: section,” To 

/ @aprive taesm of this hope substantially onds the re= 
Bellion; and the dnitiaticn of cman omrplste= 
ly deprives then cf 2% as vo 311 the jnitiae 
ting it. Tne point is not that sit s tol- 
erating slavery would vary soon, 1: nitiate 
erancipations but that while the o squally 
made to all, the more nortnorn sna inde 
tintion make it certain to tne mox that in 
no evant will the former ever join rin taeir 
proposed confederacy. I say“‘inaiti ause; in 
my judgment, gradual and not sudds tion is 
better for all, 22 


The Post pointed out that 


4 


if the President's plen of wiping out 


gradually could be adopted, it would be a blessing; but it also crecdicted 


that Lincoln‘’s suggestions 


gible’ for the abolitionists. 








wero too “mild, moderate, practical, 
29 } 
The Gezette questions 
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lower house, however, merely dirseted Coven and Wilmot to 2nvostacats 
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plon, arguing that “the people of the free states will not like to be 


taxed to pay for slaves which ths slaveholders rebellion has made come- 
30 
paratively worthless." Thaddeus Stevens described the proposal for ccm= 


pensated emancipation as “the most d ‘uted milk-and-water-gruel proposi- 
3) 


tion that was ever given to the American nation." The abolitionists 


wore batter pleased with the law abolishing slavery ia the District of 


Columbia. When President Lincoln signed the bill on April 16, the 


Gazetia exulteds 


A great victory hoa been gained by the friends of 
feoedom and humenity, and when we look tack e Tew 
years ago, and recolle that then oven a petition 
in favor of the meagure would not be so much as ree 
ceived in Congross, well may wo take courage, and 
hope for etill greater nehiovenents. 32 


* 


Tera followed in repid succession bille to recorn.2¢ Liberia and Heyti, 


4o rapeal the lew excluding colored mon from carrying the mails, to pro=- 


After the Confiscation Act. passed on July 12, it is fairly Ovi= 
dent tnat Lincoin realized he would have to follow the lead of the abo= 
Titionigts,. He hed gone so far that ho had elieneted those whe were op= 
posed to interferences with sinvery; but he had not gone far enough to win 
the complete trust of the radical elemont which controlled his party. 
Probably if he could have followed his own judgment, he would have pre- 
ferred 2 gradual process of emancipation; but his hand was foreed and he 
yielded to the radicel Republicans. On July 22; five days after Congress 


hed adjourned, Lincoln read to his cabinet a proclamation of emencipaticn, 
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30 Gazette, March 8, 1862. 
33 Cong. Globe, 37 Gons., 2 Sess., 1154; 
32 Gezette, April 19, 1862, 
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cag 
i a ve sates wherein the con- 
decloring that on January 1, 1863 ell slaves in states wh 
stitutional authority of the United States was not recorpnized should be 
; ° : Py ‘ a ’ “ % =n 
free. On Soward's advice, however, he “put the draft of the proc.ana 
33 
tion aside, waiting for 2 victory." 
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Many Republican politicians in Pennsylvania, including Governor 


Curtin and Alexander McClure, feared that Congress had gone farther than 


f ba Lt ic ro] 
the majority of the people in their state des sired in the matter oi eman- 
34 


Gipation. Those who were closely in touch with political conditions re# 


@ 


lized that while tho Republicans of New England and the West would sus~ 


tain any measures aimed at the 


Pal 
‘ 


festruction of slavery, the more conservya~ 

tive voters of the middle states would not do so, Tho two parties pos 

noned their state conventions until duly in the hope that by that time 
3 


the affairs of the country woujd have taken more definite shapes. Both 
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re wrote in his Old. Tims Notes, I, 5573. "while earnestly 
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conviction, Z vas very positive i Lon to the 
nostly dispute 
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January 17, 1862 
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36 In 1860, Panne sylvania wes entitled te twentyn three United States 
representatives, The Republicans, during the legislative session of ° 
1861, had forced through an Aoportionment Act, in an affort to consolidates 
their power in the state. Enbiss Ledgor, April 10, il, 135,155,18683 





SAINT AS. Or, Lexunsyivanie, 1861, 471-473, By the time the legislature of 
1e62 assembisd, however, Congress hed assigned to Pennsylvani a oan eddi- 
tional reprege Meatiy reo, it was edmittedly a difficult, sail to makes a new 
Gistrict in the stete without a thorourh and total revision of the 
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tice an _aquality. Politically it had been adjusted so that a vote simi- 
lar to that cast at 


the presidential clection of 1860 would secure to 
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The Democratic State Convention mat 


Every county in the state wes represented and 
Wany friends of 
of Breckenridge, buried their former reeentmen 
onee more in a common cause to save the Union 
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firet meeting was enlled to order by 1 
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tion in the several districts, some containing 
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tn Harrisburg on July 4, 


the attendance was large. 


tng latee Douglas, and those who Jind boen the partisans 


+g and resolved to unite 


ana the Constitution. The 


H. Welsh, chairman of the 


was elected teme- 


. 94) Bee 
jania toward the edminis- 
Yaron & a os aie + | ap A | 
ée Democratic parvy piedzes 


eh wy Secs . wal eG, sf em... 
OLS LALULLEN 25 au L&s Gets) 
AL OOS A CO A ah Oe OR age PS 








ua} 


134 


one-thitd, and others ona- 
4Y ali the rules of con- 

ance, Montsgomery County, 

Hi: of which was etteached to 

ne rnopulcus ig es ot S coune 
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mee pees enieee a 
were reunited and comb ied 
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reapers viewst wita elarm the “reckless extravagencs which pervades some 
of ths departments of the federal government"; 1% also urged every free- 
man to register his protest a inst suppression of freedom of speech 
end of the press, and of tho unlawful arrest of citizens end the susperi= 
gion of habeas corpus. It denounced southern secessionisa and northern 
abolitionism as alike treasonabls to tHe Constitubien end inimisatle to 
ee tho Union, and decried any effort to turn “the alaves of the South- 
ern States loose, to overrun the North and enter into competition with 
the white laboring classes." It declared that “this ds a govermuent of 
ath mon, and wag astablighed exclusively for the white race, that the 
negro race are not entitled to and ougnt not to be admitted to political 


Ps 


d by voting to the 


oo 


0 = = S dag saya ot . uh 4 we Site Tt ame 37 
er sceial covality with the white race." Iv eonciud 


officea to bo filled. IJsnns Slenker, an accomplished lavyer from Union 
Gounty, received the nomination for suditoregonsrel; James P, Barr, the 
able editor of the Pittsburgh Fost, was uominated for surveyor=gener els 


end Francis VW, Eughos, a former Breckenridge Democratic, vas rade chair> 


ps 


ay 


ti) 


nen of the State Commiticse. A ratification mseting diately follcwaed 
: Oo a 


the adjournment of the convention. Both assemblages were the moet ene 


. 


thusiastic and harmomious Democrntic gatherings which had been neld in the 


state for many years. The Post wrote: "The resolutions breathe the trus 


Union spirit, presenting a platform upon which every Loyer of the Union 
20 
Lad * 


and the Constitution can take his everlasting stand. 
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37 Post, July 7, 1862; also eee Post, July 8, 1 i233 Ponneyivewzanys 
July 7» T8E2; Public Ledzer, July 8, 1862; Harrisourg Petriot and Union, 
July 7, 1862, Lowis burg Argug, July 15, 1962. 
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The Republican press criticized the platform of the Democrata 
an no unsparing terme. The North frerican stated: 


There is nothing so precticak,as the business gla. 
very has in this war - nothing so certain as that 
the jdugments of fair mon of all varties are tend- 
ang rapdily toward ths belief that as the Union 
canno> be everthrown © slavery must be + they be- 
ing incompatible, 33 


Tie Gazette, with characteristic citterness, announced t 





+ ian Harrisburg last 
enaticism of tha most 
le cheractor of the 

y of Ay eae 


This politisal body, which m 
ivited pro-slavery 
PACT 5 
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and sought to stignatize ail those who re used to follow hin as “Brecken- 
ridge" Democrats. =e was workin 
to form a “Union” party in the state. The Post with its usual political 


acumen had predicted in February what would happens 

His game nov is, (and we perceive that it is nigh= 
ly approved of by the Pittsburgh Ga azote. } to arouse 
as much fesling as pose 19 ageinet hot hoe styles 
the Breckenridge Democr of Pettey trons in, and af- 
ter harping upon that string for a sufficient time, 


need 
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38 North Amoricons July By, id6s. 

39 Gezatis, Huty os tosses 

40 Press, duly 10, 1662; Gazette, July 15, 17, 1862; North fneriong. 
July 22, 1862; Union County Star (quoted in Cozetie, July 15, 1862); 
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Huntingdon Journal [ (quoted in Gazette, July i7, 1862). 
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‘ep union of the Douglas men of Pennsylvania with 
tho Republicans is to bs proposed, 4h 


On Mey 1, 1862, the People’s Central Committees had met in Philadelphia 
and made its bid for the support of the loyal Democrats whom Forney had 
poen carofuliy “educating™ for the occasion. Jt had issued a cali in= 
viting ell loyal citizens of Ponnsylvania to assemble in their respe t= 
tive districts snd choose delegates to a State Gonvention to nominates a 
state ticket, The phracseology of the call had purposely been made 60 
goneral as to set vp no exclusive standard, The North dmerican asserted: 
Under such a call the mass | 
eble to rally in such a ma 


array an overwhelming stre 
Longer the barrier of dis’ 


3akS 


repel elements not heretor 
under one party name. 42 


people will be 
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Forney 
gates to the state convention to ve neld at Herrisburg on July 17, ine 


name "Ropublicen” still was taboo in certein parts of Pennsylvania; and 


uy 


“ 


the convention met under inauspicious eireumstances, The failures of 


of 
a 


the amy end the general unwillingnoss of the poonls of the state to maze 


ie 222 33 
org aiding wo 


further sacrifices to support the war were important Lact 
Democratic causes, Although the emancipation proclamation bad not yet 
been issued; ell wighe wers pointing in that cirecticu, and the Republi- 
oan leaders of the state generally realized tho issue would have to bes 

: 43 . 7 
met in the campaign of 1862, Furvhermore, the Democretic platform, al- 


ready drarn up, eppernled greatly to many conservative Republicans. 


When the convention met, Thomas ‘. Marshall, of Allagheny, wa 
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“41 Post, Jenuary 24) 1862; also sso Post, February 5, 1862, April 
1862. ) 
42 North American, May 8, 1862. : 


63 HeClure, Old Time Notes, 1, 557f. 
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chosen tomporary srk aunt and John C. Inox, a former Democrat who had 


poryod as attorney-cencrel under Governor Packer, was made pernanem 
president, 4Anditor-general Thomas &. Cochran wes unanimously ronominsatsd; 
and William Bi hos} of Luzerne, was desimmated for surveyor~general. 
Fornay was one of the principal speakers, and nis remarks were Lergely 
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a repetition of his tiredes against YHreckenriage’ Damecrats, which ha: 
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been eppearing in the Pittsburgh Gazatts and other 
under the pen name of “Oscasi.onal," This queer Pacnle’ p-RopublicaneKnow- 


Nothing-Abolition-renegads Democrat s combination christened itsel? the 


MNationel Union” Party, Resolutions wers adopted expressing sonfidence 


tn both the Lineceln and Curtin administretione, All party distinctions 
were declared merged in the classification of lovel and disloysl citi- 


ack ms) fai ee a, < PE: % te “ = ie aS ee pa es = 
government. The skill, bravery, snd snaurence axhibited by the army er. 
sho nunyy % hich) remanded no wee) cata-sbout! smeancivati 
bhne mavy Were nigely conume ded. Nothing was sala arouse Smet LPAI Bip 
AG 

-& ” < . fs = * - J. Le . } 3, 
nor wae any attempt made to cefine ths purpose of the war, Tne Hertn 
A * z 12277; Bee cose 2 2 Sere a Fa ae 
American declared: “Ine piattorm of the convention ic broad and compre} 


hensive Without bein “partisen. Tt 1s one which every loyal citizen 
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may fully support. To many conservetives, howavers the resolutions 


escemed indefinite and evasive, ane the Democratic arguments more logical, 


T+ was cvrious to note the ceptions or headings which the "National 
Union" papers throughout Pennsylvania placed over their state ticket. 


There was no consistency and each editer apparently Folt at liverty to 
a he i 
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July 19, 1862, 
45 "North American, July 185 1962. 
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christen the party to suit himself, Some of the names used wore: "Re~ 


publican State Tickot,” “People's State Ticket,” "Union Republican State 


Ticket," “People’s Union State Ticket,” “State Ticket," “Union State fico 


ket," “National Union State Ticket." 


The battle cry of the Democrats during the campaign was: “The 
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restoration of the Union as it was and the preservation of the Const 4 
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TSG 
aan on ars tie robellions capt wo Were justified 
in that exvectation. The Southern States at that 
period, with the single exception of South Carolina, 
contained majorities of men anxious to stay in the 
old Union. Congress had, by 8 unanimous yote, dae 
clarsd their purposa in proses cu ting the rebellion to 
pe simoly the restoration of the Unios, end in this 
work the hundrads of thousends of Union men pleageda 
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Southern Stetes, in the hope thay the suruggia will 
ae * ++ i. a a i ed 5 
te prolonged until emancipetion is finally effected. 46 


Hughoe, the chairman of the Democratic State Contrel Committes:, showed 
thet the Union could be destroyed in eithar of two ways? one by disintoe-+ 
gration into separate statos, the other by the absorption of the rights 
of states and individuals into that of « «sxtr alized powor. He asserted 
thet the secessionists wers following the former mothod, the abolition- 
Sotq the latter; and that it wes the miesion of the Democratic party to 
defeat the schemes of noth groups of ligunionistss 


Secessionismse.. must be put down by armed forces 
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46 Post, July 7, 1862; also see Pest, October 13, 1862. 
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Abolitionism must, and can be, put dorm by the ballot 
box, We have Democratic brethren, and other loyal 
mon in the field, who will do the one; we have, we 
trust, enough of the some kind of patriotic citizens 
et home who will, at the ballot box, accomplish the 
other, 47 


As a special sppeal to the laboring classes, who for the most 
43 
part were “National Unionists," the Democrats declared that it was to 


their advantage to keep the negroes from overrunning the North, They in- 

sisted that some hotel keepers had already discharged white help in or 
49 

der to ueke jobs for contrabends, Workingmon were told that there were 


threo thousand contrabends at Veshington, that the abolitionists were 


secretly at work procuring positions for them in Philadelphia, and that 
50 
every black men would displace a white mate Leborere and mechanics were 


earned to look to their rights and “beware of tho contractors, robbers, 


and jobbers wno were fattening upon the spoils of their hard earned 
51 
labor," end who wanted the ver continued in order that they might invro~ 


uce cheap labor into the North. On June 5, 1862, tho Indiane Democray 
published the following item in its local column: 


RXCITEMINT IN JOHNSTOWN - Wo learn from ¢ rantleman 
who just returned from Johnstowa that quite an oex- 
eitement prevailed there a fow days ogo. It appears 
thet Woed, Morrell and Company of the Cembria Iron 
Works employed several “contrabends™ to work for 

them for twenty-five cents 2 day, whereupon the hends 
3n the mill and the lnborers outside threw down their 
tools and quit work, This brouvht abolition gen- 
tiomen to their senses, and they dismissed the “con~ 
trabands" forthwith and "skadaddled% them out of town. 
One or two such occurrences in this part of Pennsyl= 
vyanin will do more to open the eyes of the poor la- 
boring men then oceans of words. Send along the cone 


" 


AT Post, October 11, 1862; also see Post, June 18, 1862; Public Led- 
ger, August 25, 1862. 

48 Miners" Journal, October 11, 1862, 

49 Public Ledger, October 11, 1862. 

50 Ibid, 

51 Ibid, 








trebands. Tho white men of the North will never 
suffer the negro to underwerk then, The Govern= 
ment was made for the benefit of white men, and 

the white men will not submit to be crowded out 

py the worthless runaway nesroes of the Seuth. Our 
friends can see in this the beatiful workings 
the Emoeacipstion policy of President Lincoine 


Tho story was without foundation, and tho editor made a full, completes 


and satisfactory retraction and explanation in the following issue of 
ae 
his paper. Nevertheless, the account subsequently appeared in almost 





the campaign, the Democrats called on white men to strike for thoir 


toke care of the negro, but nos to entail four million slaves upon them= 
solyes and their generation. 

y Democr varticularly resented tne cleima of their op= 
ponents to be sponsoring a nen-pnrtisen movement. The Pittsburen Post 
refused to neknowledg so tne ability of the Republicans to sponsor a fair 


Mnion" ticket, Barr wrote: 


Their State and county conventions assemble end 
pass resolutions, inviting us all te vove on shoir 
ticket, and they invariably selec™ such candidates 
as no one but an out and out politicel Abolition- 
45% can gupport. They pasos resolutions, informing 
creation that all partisan feeling should be post- 
poned, except that which is intended to keep them 
4n office » and while oassing these hypocritical 
resolves thoy insist upon filling every big and 
little place in the country with tne meanest of 
partienns, Of the long list of persons recently 
appointed to assess and coliect taxes threugnous 
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52 Indiana (Pennsylvania) Democrat, June 5, 1862. 

53 Ibid., Juno 1%, 18662, 
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54 Lewistown Trus Democrat, June 19, 1862; Cambria Tribune, June 27, 
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the States and of the longs list of exomining phy- 
gicians end commissioners for the coming draft, 

the most scrupulous sare has been taken to exclude 
el 1 whose politicel antscadents were not beyond 
suspicion. = Not only hag a Republican been selec~ 
ted, but in nearly every case ons who has been tho- 
roughly Abolitionized. Wa are not compleining be- 
cause Democrats have not been selected to fill a few 
of thess places; not at ally our object is merely to 
expose the glaring contrast between Abolition pro 
fession end practice.... We dare say that in nearly 
every elaction district in our State there are, at 

the present time, returned solid ho, by the chances 
3 
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nscioncas. He claimed 
thst while Linceln wes in power, the Denecrats would pive hima "fair, 


hearty, and generous support,” but éeclered thats 


mt = 2 Re Pa +4 a A ay = ALY 
cose ifs BS We think, the Democrats can carry on 6 
ea AEN take PNR I Cyt ek We eS es aes 
government, MAlncnin we constitution and las, and 
5 b) Be aK a es at. aka : A 
restore the Union better than lr. Lincoln and his pare 


t : ¢ 
ty can, ani if, by fair and legitimate means, we can 
obtain power once more, we shall certainly do so, and 
ghall just as certainly not surrender our party organ= 
szation nor sink our political opinions. 36 


Seyoral incidents during the campniga were regarded by tho Dem 
cerats as ects of persecution against then because of their political be- 
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55 Post, Sopterber 16, 15623 elso sea Poct, Octcbor J, 162. 
56 Post, September 9, 13862; also see Post, September 10, 18623 Public 
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ac0 
bration of “Constitution Day" for September 17, and called upon all 
their countrymen in Pennsylvanian to assemble at varicus places through- 
out the state to pledges their lives, fortunes, and sacred honor to "pre-= 


61 
the United States." 


by 


serv6, protect, and defend the Constitution fe) 
State Chairman Hughes was scheduled to address tha Philadelphia meeting; 


but whon the date arrived, the Philed 


i 


ohia newspapers announced thrt be= 
cause of the serious consequences of the war, the meetings would not be 

E2 
held, Hughes, however, went to Schuylkill County and spoke at Fottsevilis. 
The Republican papers of the city regardad the abandonment of the meeting 


as an indication that the Democratic party of Philadelphia had repudiated 


the leadership of Hughes and vas following Forney into the ranks of the 


National Union” party. The Nori American commenteds 
We doubt if ever a grees politicel party in Pennsyl- 
venia Was = guch a con ition before, with a set of 
men in its State Commitise so odicaus to the peavle 
that they are publicly :2% aside and disregarded oy 
the metropolis of the State, 63 ' 


were launched against him by Forney and the other "National Unionists.“ 


The Pottsville Miners’ Journal published a letter signed by Jerome Ke Boy- 


SEE ar ed 


o 


er, of Pottsville, under dato of September 6, 1662, purporting to give an 
account of how Hugh as, in February 1601, hed Sa prominently in a cons 
epiracy to "switch tha State of Pennsyli ‘ania out of the Union, in nearly 

the same manner, anc by the same unholy meang which were employed to carry 


64 
Tennessee, Missour’, Louisiana, and other stateg out." Aman by the name 
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61 Public Isdger, August 15, 1862; Post, August 15, 1862; North Amer- 
Sento August 15, 1862, 

62 North fra sican, September 24, 1862, 

63 ibid. 

64 Gazette, September 30, 16862, 
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ef David Lemson declared that, while on a train between Pottsville and 
Reading, he had overhseard Hughes inform a fellow traveller: 


Iam a dclegate to the Democratic State Convention 
at Harrisburg, and I am going over to attend the 
Convention, and whon there, I intend offering ea 
resolution before thet Convention, that Pennsyliva-~ 
nia sacede from the Union and join herself with the 
South, and gee Se Rhode Islend, and Connecticut, and 
Magsechusetts, and them dd little potty States 
to Rikeinete on 1: hear eodfish and Plymouth Rock, 65 


This letter was copied by the Republican press throughout the State as 
66 
a campaign document. The first inclination, of the Democratic press was 
O7 
+o deny the charge end to hold Forney responsible for the libel, Unfor= 


tunately, however, there were too many witnesses willing to testify to 
the sentiments entertained by press before the outbreak of the war. 
Consequently the Democratic State Chairman published the following reso= 
lution as ho said it had been proposed by him for the Democratic State 


Convention which had met in February, 1861: 
Resolved, That P 
4 


ylivenia owas her growth in 
populations nd the 58 


: of capital and wealth 
of her citizens, chiefly to tho advantnges which the 
Americon Union has cere dad for the aevelopment of 

her natural resources; and that her glory ond paras 
sts are identi ied with the continuance 


mount inters 
of that Union. 
Should, however, causes. hitherto resisted by. the 


3 


country, rend asunder the bonds that 
6 states: and should the fifteen 
slavshoiding st 3, claiming to be driven by the necess~ 
Sty of mutual protection against the effect of such 
eauses, successfully establish another confederacy; = 
then Pennsylvania must regard her relation to the facts 
which circumstances peyoue cur control have produced, 

She cannot then refuse to perceive thet she must 
either take her placo in gome Northern fragment of a 


once floriocuz Union, and rest content to be shorn of 
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bind together th 
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65 Gazette, October 2, 1862. | a : 
66 Gazotte, October 8, 1862, 
67 Post, Octover 1, 1862, 
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of the greater part of her manufecturing industry, 
and of her export and import trnde ~ to hold a 
gecondery and helpless reletion to the North-Uast- 
ern States, with no outlet or approach from the 
ocean for her great eastern or her great western 
metropolis, except throurh the waters and before 
the forts and guns of a foreign nation; and thus 
practically (for want of ability to protect) be made 
to yield up all reliable direct foreign trade: 

Or sho may, if a mamber of the New Confeceracy, 
become the great manufacturing workshop for a people 
now consuming annually $300,000,000 worth of products 
end ranufectureres from, and imported ° through the Nor- 
thern States; her cities become the grent commercial 
depots, and distributing points for this Confederacy, 
and her wealth, population, and glory be promoted in 
a degree unpsrelleled in the history and prosperity 
of any peoples 

b of her citi- 


That it will be the right and duty o 
zens to consult their own beat intcrests in a position 
60 momentous, and decide between tha lswful alterna- 
tives. And thet in stetine the truths here announced, 
we have no desire to conceal that our object is to pra-~ 
sent toe the people of other Statés the position they 
may severally occupy if the coercion disunionists in 
their midst succeed in defeating an equitable compro- 
mise of oxisting difficulties; 68 


Hughes then went on to say that after consulting friends at Harri BOUL Es 
he hed been dissuaded from presenting the resolution, 

Tas explanation of the Democratic State Chairman seemed fair 
enough in view of the fact that many Breckenridge Democrats in the state 
had been thinking along similar lines in 1861, and that Hughes had for- 
mulated his resolutions before hostilities had broken out between the 
North and the South, Moreover, ths Republican press could find no flaws 
jn his lovalty since the war had berun, Novertheless, the Hughes reso= 
lutions became a standard Republican comprign document, snd were constant- 
69 


ly kept befcre the people until the day of the slection. The Gazstte, 
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68 Pottsville Democratic Stendard, September 29, 1862. 
69 Gazette, October < 4, i, 1862; No: rth American, October 3, 1862, 
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aod 


for exanple, reproduced them almost daily at the heed of the first col- 
ywnn of the editorial page under tha caption, "Tha Platform of Treasony 
70 
aa Prepared by the Leeder of the Breckenridge Party in Pennsylvania." 
The North dmericon pointed out thet if the ensuing election should go in 
favor of the Democrats, i¢ would give thom control of the state legisla- 


ture, and enable them to elect Francis VW. Hughes as tho dolegate of Penne 
a ae: 

sylvania to the United States Sonate, The Cazetty declared that no one 
gould votes for a Democratic candidete without showing 2& ineate for the 

; 72 
guccess of tho rebellion and the permanent disruption of the notion. 
Tas same peper commented upon the fact that Captein Goulding, one of Gen- 
erai Popo’s officers, who had been taken prisoner at Bull Run, reported 
thet when ho came to bo paroled, hs wasagshked, Ninnt pre your politics?" 
Russell Brrett regarded this as evidence that Richmond was looking with 
great interest to the elections in Pesnsvivania, Ohio, and New York, anc 


ie} fe 
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fod 
Le | 
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Barr end Hamilton, Yellandigham and Cox, Ben Wocs 


and F, W. Huches woulda afford Jeff. Devis more gretification than a vie- 
tory ty Lee.* 

The Democrats were vlumed for starting the war and also for 
protracting and rendering it unpopular, Boe als to the Gazetra: 

We mey set it down as clearly proved that a portion 

of the army officers have deliberately settled upon 

delay and procrastination as a means of prelonging 

the war until the peo ople get sick of it, and the Dem= 

corats, once again in power, can settle the war ny 


sonceding to the Rebels possession of the government 
end the right to do as they please, 74 
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70 Gazette, Cetober 2, 75 9, 10, 13, 14, 1862, 
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72 Gaz ott atte, October 7, 1862; also Gazette, Ostober 15 
73 Geseite, Nctober 7, 1862. 

74 Gazette, Octobar 16, 1862 
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a man, or a newspaper, in the ire 
sedth of the free States, sympathiz 
ession, ond wishing it success, but 
stronziy in favor of General gli- 
the fact, patent to everybocy. “The 
end will judge what the prepor in- 
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78 
his military tactics, 


A 


A» 


Tne Caz otis, aloo accused tha Democrats of making necessary the 
eteato draft of 1562, A faithful reedexr of Errett’s paper, which repra- 
sented the sentiments of the Cameron fastion, would certainly have geined 
the impression thet the majority of the volunteers who hed enlisted from 
Penneylvania were "Nationel Unionists:" No facts, however, could be ad- 
duced to prove this contention: and when, in the summer of 1862, e& space 


1 | 
$e] state draft was ordered, 4% was discovered that the strong Democrae 
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e t bg iy Tito Ga pp oh ate as : ~ ao 
harvest season, North fmerican, FUL ah 3 30, 18623 Garette, August <0, 
ee mae et u Py Sp tasna seals a ee 2 
1852; Gevernor Curtin who was untiring in his personal elfrorts é 
‘i : : Senne as 
hs guota of Pounsylvanca WLUROUG 2 Cratts resommendkod Cho regey 
124 °. dt got ey yee aeaa-e Sh A epee eae 
unterily rebels bOE AE Soe 9 %6Q TALSA MOMWAY to BOUT eniis "hia ss By 
4 52 Iago f te TORO ro eRe Si en Pre entaay pies i a 
SULY 25 1B6Ks fugue $5 1862, September 1, 186s, in % 
a Mo a= Pea 4 Bs: b ee wt. 7 ue igs ga ‘ = ‘eR? PA, s Pe ” Unie 
gum of $226,000 was raised to provide bounties of Fifty dollars 
s 2 ae CR Nor care x iy xe Tr lw DS 
reeruits as an inducements to volunteer. Naron Cees July : 
: & % Qa: P Eyton te an mo 7 1a ACE | fi 
26, 285 305 18523; Gazette, duly 26, 1852 Publis: OO LS vy duly & 
Ss ee ree ewer aoe 
at reg 34 niece rt ® te me ter nl — “ ae La we 9 ¥ 
1862, Simiiar opie were taken elsewhere thrcugnout the states 
~ ~ 
7 a | 


§ 
pite these effe: epscd. The War Dopartment, after giving 
= 
1 


the states edequate tin s3 ths 300,000 militie ordered en immede 
4nte draft of 360,000 o dalel onak of the militin-of the states for nins 
months sgervicsa, Thus the whole amount of this new levy emounted to 559 
$ 
bee 


8 es 
G83 mon. Im drafting, the low of ths state was to be followed. Lublic 
Ledger, August id 18623 North fordcon, August 5) 18623 Gazette, August So 
305 “1862 623 Cambria Tribuns, August 1, 1862, Aecording to the Pennsylvania 
law, every free, “abi odied man between the ages of eighteen and forty~ 
five was lieble to perform military duty, unless he could provide a sube 
ae Aucust 5, 18623 Gnarette, Aucust 6, 9, 18623 
st 





stitute, Public Le 


Nerth American, . furust 5,.1862. On fugust 15, orders: from br ae den and 
Herrisburg gave a week*s further time to fill up the new regiments by ra- 
erulting and to the first of September to f111 up ths old cosas Afe 
ter that all bounties were to coase and a draft wos to be made toa supply 
any daflatcrcy wader the call, J% wos decided, hoverar, thet the quotas 
of the sovoral statss ghould be apportioned among the counties of each and 


3 


thet an ollorenco should be made to such counties for all volunteers fur 
nished by then. Public Ladzer, August 16, 1862. The porsonal sr + 

ness relations of ths drafted men were not taken into considernticsa, Ths: 
effsot of this was to compel the poor man toe go, rogardless of his circu 
stances or family reiat fons. 7 wile the rich could eeenne by buying & ek 
stitute; Posts July 30, 1862, 
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446 countiss of Berka and Lohien wers exompt, because thoy already had 
filled their quotas with voluntoers enlisted entirely from their own 
people. HeClure, who Way in charge of the draft, realized thot Demecrats 
and “National Unionicts” alike were critical, of forced enlistments; andy 
during the months preceding the election, he juggled draft statistics in 
several of the doubtful districts of the state. When trouble broke out 
emong the miners in Gass Towshipy Sehuylkill County, both Curtin and 
McClure, fearful of the political consequences of using troops to entorss 
tha @raft, worked assiduously 4oq bring ebout a peaceful eolutions both 


mon were well satisfied when fake affidevits were produced to show tha% 

a mistake had been made in ordering e draft for Cass Tounship, and that 
81 

its quota was complete. Likewise, in Philadelphias convenient clerical 
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A05 nuylieil re then a 
the Gazotte, Oevobde: Lecgor, Gero 

ar & 5 On : ‘bung, October Sl, osely knit 
secret organization whe.cs would step ay no ishement of 
$ts onds, Their power sentered mainly in ¢ thirteen 
murders had been committed within less tha t n single 
murderer hei besn prouch? to justice. The tics of the 
county largsly by the intimidation of judges, jars -@ court officials. 
They were especially hostile to the Republican party as well as to all 
those whe favored a vigorous prosecution of the war and they opsanily pro= 


te) 
claimed that they would not submit to conscription.) McClure, OLd Tine 
Hotes, I, 5452. EsClure golected as commissioner for Schuylkill County 
Benjamin Bennen, a prominent citizen of character end ability, who was the 
editor of the tiners’ Journal. Bannan had an intimate knowledge not only 
of the politics in gonerai but of the workings of the Lolly Hecuires, Tas 
population of Sess Township, outside of the mining districts was mainly ag 
ricultjural, The farmers in the main were loyal and many of them wero in 
the service ag roluniesrs. It was Dut natural, howsver, in wiew of the: 
preponderencs of the disloyal mining population, 4hat the township should 
have no excess of volunteers, and that, vhon the quota to be conscripted 
was announced, not only should 2% be unusually lerge but thet the burden 
should fall mainly upon the mining population. Tho list of conscripts for 
the entire state was dram on October 15, 1862. 7% ineluded a few of ths 
farmers of Cass Township cut 2 much greaver mumber of the miners. {13 the 


Intter were under the influences oF the Wolly Masuiras. On the day upon 
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which they were ordered to start for Harrisburg, the agricultural conscrip us 


m the cars by the 
aA 


appeared at the dopot but were riotously excluded from - 


Molly Maguire conscripts end thelr friends, McClure apprised 9 


tnynton of the 
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mire mepeny meee ange ae ree 
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errors ware made. Republican leaders declared that an ordsy for the 


cy 


draft in Philadelphia would cost them the Cctober elections and, when 


enumeretors found thet the city wes short three thousand men, computas, 


2 


tors were quickly set to work to show that sufficient volunteers had nl» 


ready gons forth to more than meet tho Philadelphia quota as required by 


fa kt 


the draft, The only way in which this wes susceptibel of prue? was upo 
the basis of the nmumbor of men who hed gone forth from Philedelphia in 


za 
5 
Se 
(Bt, 
fla 


voluntesr companiss and regiments, If ell theso 4 were counted, they w 
more than fill the city quote, Several thousand, however, had come in 
from the nearby counties to enlist, and had elready been pr opatey: ered Lite 


ed to the districts from which they had actually coms. Nevertheless, a 


> 33 pn ne ms -f. as ° f & Vin ak 4 4 
large committes of politicians, armed with statistics, went to Washingion, 
a ieee Ten a eee ata Fe See. AS ) Pete Jee 4 % f. eee 
ostensibly to present a protest to the Provost Marshal Ganereal, but atvu= 


gaily to impress upon the political leaders there the necessity of saving 


the city for the Republican party, at any cost. They were successful in 

















situetion,. Stenvon wes intoleront of any disregard of Law end ease 
ly placed two regimonts of troops at MeClure’s disposal for the enfores= 
ment of the draft. He nd ¢ 


We fe) 

icClure and Curtin arreed that a conflict sah tne 
rioters might hevse disastrous sonsequencss and counselled deliberation, 
but Stanton was adamant in his determination to enforce the law et any 

cost. 4n appeal to President Lincoln brought the suggestion that the Presi- 
dent would like to ses the law enforced or at least to heve the appears 

ance of having been enforesd, eCluvre thereupon suggested to Bannan thet 

a number of districts of the state had shew that they actually had fur- 
nished sufficient volunteers to exempt them from the cperation of the draft 
but that many of these hed not been properly credited to then due to the 
fact that the mon had enlisted in the Taeata ts seat towmsa and in the cities, 
end that whonever sufficient affedivits to this effect had been presented 
in any case he head revoked the order for the Peay Bornan ves egual to 

the omergercy ond the next dey produced a sufficient number of affadovits 
duly certified to show that the quota Pret eee Township had basen more than 
Filicod with yoimmtese D9 chisfly men from the mines, Neither Girtias nor: le 
Slure carcd to investigates as 1 these had baen obtained and McClure 


promtly issued an order releasi: sg Township from the operation of the 
draft. The troops wore inmmedintely withdravm from Pottsville and tha draft 
Was givon the sppserance of having been enforced, iMeClure, Old Tino Notos, 


546-549, 
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rey 
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their offorts, and McClure recsived an order from Washington, Ciracting 
hin to revise the quota of Philadelphia and revoke the order for the 


Graft, ‘The city in this way was made sefe for the “National Unionists” 
82 
at the exponse of some three thousand reenforcements for the arnyo 


Despite the difficulties encountered in the management of ths 
gtate draft, and the compromises which the fall olections necessitated, 
Curtin wes anxious to prove to the citizens of his stete and to the coume- 
try a6 a whele that Pennsylvania was loyal, Consequently he welcomed 


the opportunity of leadership in tha conference of governors which vas 


83 
hold on September 24, 1862, at Altcone, Pennsylvania. 
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ription act bad soma to hin 
7@ greup in the North. : 
w York end SUTImMeyY 


that the Besant os tor 2 
sows highly iufluamtial and re 
it Was agreed that Seward ghenk 
of mayors ef all the leading Seat a c ‘ 
Gray up a2 urgent appeal to the government to hes 
war by calling to the colers av ofS fent m 
throw or the militery power of the Confede 
ae Seward to Hew York was Thomas 4, Seot 
he secretary of state to the fact thas Governor Cur 
nate the cere of a physician, md sugvested onf 
ard sent Scott to lay the plan beforsa the P va 
in defiance of his doctor's orders, accomsanied Seo 
House where Seward hed his hoadquarters, Curti 
there was some question of the loyalty of all the vrinc 
there was no doubt es to thet of the governors of the 
that if the latter vere te issue = earnest appsal for 
largs increases in the army in order to hesten the Sena eon of the war, 
% would be more effective then a similar appeal from mayors. Seward 
concurred gladly in the sugzestion, and within the next i w hours Curtin 
had responses from most of the nort Eee governors endorsing the ides of 
& general conferenca, (Cn Septembor 14, the following esll was issued for 
the Alt ee escent eriy e 
We invits a meeting of the Governors of the loyel States to be 
held at Altoona, on the 24th “inst. 
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Ae G. Curtin, Pa, 
David Tod, 0. 
September 14, 1862 F. H. Pierpont, Vr. 
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Tio Altoona Conference, in addition to endorsing the federal 

administration and requesting tha President to issue ea call for more 
troops, also praised tincoln's prelinins emancivation proclamation. 

i § 5 s 
This had been issued on Septemoer 22, eight days efter the call for the 
conference and two days before the governors assembled, Although Curs 
tin roolized the immimsnce of such 8 moves hs and MeGlure both had hoped 

x“ 

that 4t would be delayed until after the Pennsylvanie state elections, 
because they realized that it vould very likely cause 3 Democratic vio= 

84 
+orys During the meetings at Altoona, & strenuous effort was made by 


tho redical Republican element to have MeClellan displaced from the 


48: 


command of the army, but ieClure declared that this proposition was so 


% 


and Governor Tod thet the extre- 


affectively opposed by Governor Curtin 
“OS 
gists could not effect their purposs. Curtin realized the high respect 
5th which the people of his state regarded UeClelian, and the politi- 
sel consequences which such a move would entail, 
The Cazbite utilized for last minute propaganda, the excite~ 


ment which existed in Pennsylvania on the four days preceding the else= 
tion. On October 10, Gencral “Je u, By Stuart, accompanied by par o- 
she brigades of Generel Wade Harypten and Generel Fitz Hugn Loe, invaded 
the state on a raiding expedition, They stopped at Mercersburg and 9% 
Chamborsburg, where some of the officers spont the night with MeClura, 

exchanging opinions about the war. No cqmage was done, ond the inei~ 

dent is of very minor importances but Pennsylvania woo, of coursds Als- 


G4 MeCluro, Old Tima Notos, I, 539f., SS7f.5 Conobess September 
19, 25, 18623 North sxorkerny Se ptonber A2y 1862. 
85 McClure, Ole Zins Notes, L» 559f,3 Egle, Lifts of Curtin, 3173 
pe as rR ee a ~ ee OI EE Oe Pere ane 
Public Lodger, September 26, 1éo2,- ; 
ag i ein Rese 
6 WeClurc, Cid Time Notes, f, 579-587. 
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turbed by this first Confederate invasion of her soil. The { Cazotie now 
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an opportunity for politicel propagenda in the raids 


Seo, there the closo,; concert Ba workings of the dam 
rable conspiracy between the basa and teh robvels, 
who have slain your sons and brothers on tho battle- 
fiolds of Yirginia and Kentucky, and on the far-off 
battleficids of the farther Soewth, end the still baser 
and more assncin-like traitors in our vary midst; the 
Hug hog-Lreckenridga Pactlons of this State, and the 
Seymour end Fernando Vood coworkers in treason, in ~ 
New York; (Will you endure the ineffaceable branding 67 
6f this stig mna of complicity with rebels and treitors? 


in Philadslphi 


e 


on the dsy preceding the clection there was 
@ rumer to the effect that the state was being invaded by a large rebel 
arTy On the morning of the slection the Democrats inserted an advertise- 


mont in the Public Ledges warning voters that these reports were false, 
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mation of Martial Lew™ was to be issued, was nothing but a russ to kgap - 
| 88 . 
he Democrate awey from the polle. 
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ber 14, 1852, wae conducted with quietness and good order. Though wany 
ef the voters were absent in the arny, tho interost in the conduct of ths 
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war and the smancipation proclena 


ot 
bts 
im) 
iS 
gs 
ck 
ce 
Lp! 
3 
Q 
ch 
c} 
(Ls 
SS 
‘3 
ae 
es 


"EOo GLO POLLeo on 
Philadelphia, the “National Unionists" candidate for r npyor was re-elected 
89 . 
by a majority of almost four thousend, The first telegraphic dispatches 
eonceded to ths “National Unionists" a gonsral state victory, with a mae 
$0 
jority of somewhere between fifty and seventy-five thousand, On the sv 


ening of tho 14th of Octobor the newly elected district~attorney in Pitts. 
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87 Gazettio, October 15, 1862, 

63 ivoiie Lotcors Octover 14, 1662. 

89 Fublic i Cetober 15, 1862; North fmerican, October Get 1862. 
$0 Posty October 17, 1862, 
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burgh ie hartod tae ieee wera not enough Democrats left in Pennsylve= 
nia to form a respectable toe he ae W, Forney rejoiced because 
the “people of Pennsylvanis had rabuked the unarmed sympathizers in 
their midst." Tho Pittsburg h Pest accepted defent, and generously 


pegged avery Democrat to submit with patience to the expressed will of 


the people, and to give the state and national authorities a ateady 
“93 
GUPDOTt, 
Subsequent dispatches, however, changed the picture. On the 
2 2 


L6th the Post claimed that the ficht had resulted in 6 drat, end om the 


L7th, it was openly exultants 
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The results of the Penney yivenia elections of October 14 are 
ghowm in the following tablesi 


For Auditor-Gensral 
Slonker 218,982 
Cochran 215,366 

For Survoyor-Genoral 
Barr 218,654 o5 
Ross 2155485 
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Presiy October los 3862, Camb 
94 Post, October 17, 186 
95 rublic Ledger, Novemb 


ia Tribune, “October 17; 1662. 


91 Post, Octobor 17, 1e6<. 

92 Post, October 18, 1862, 

93 Pont, Octozor 15, 1862; also sce Gnzette, October 1b, 18623 
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After, Election of en 

Democrats 

Democrats elected on Un= 
ion tickets 

"People’s end Repuoli-~ 
Cans 

Republicans elected on 
Union ticket 
Total 
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3 e 


Ut. 


After | Blection of 1662 O16, Yow Lozel 
Rameeral aa. io Ae AO 
Democrata slectsd on Union 

tickets 3 


“Pagple’s," Republicans and 
"Mationel Unionists* 
Republicans elected on Union 


Le) 


tiskets oL 
Total re Bes 33 





oro $9 
After Election of 186 ifter, Election of 1862 
angerats ™ a9 Damecrate 54 

Demecrats slectad on 

Union tickets 13 
*Peopis’s* and Repub» “National Unicnists”™ £6 

-Licans | 

Republicans elested on 

Union tickets 22 

fotal 160 Total ico 

Eoth Houses in Joint Ssssien 
ere ee ee ee Leiess 468iay AQ ele eer ED 

After Elootion of 185), After Election of 1862 Old New Total 
Deomosrass 9 Usmocrats 61S Es 
Benocrats siectsd on Democrats elected en Union 

Union tickets 16 tickats iS 3 
*“Peopie’a”® and Republi- "People’s," Republicans and 

cans 5 “National Unto: nists™ Zi 54 65 
Republicans Eieated on Republicans elected on Union 

Union tickets ee, tickets Es ape 

Totrl 133 ‘otal 24. 1212 132 

United States, Uouse of Reprecontatives 


ter Election ef 1860 
ith G2 Goncress. 
Democrats 


Opposition 


Totad 25 
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After Election of 1R62 

(88th Congress} 

Damocrats 2 
Independent Democrats 1 
Republicans 10 
Independent Ropublicens a 
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Of the twelve state senators whose soats wero to be filled, 
eleven had been held by members of the People’s Party and one was a Den-~ 


erat, The Democrats not only retained control of this seat but pained 


control of thres others, "“Netional Unionists" were elected to the other 
eight sents, In the house, the Democrats regained thirty-eight of the 
forty-four seats which they had held in the session of 1862, and although 
they lost six of these to the "Netional Unionists," they gained seven of 
the eleven seats which had been held by Democrats elected on Union tic- 
kets, two of the twenty-two seats which hed been held by Republiecens or 


members of the People‘s Perty, and seven of tha twenty-three ssats which 


had been hold by Republicans or People’s Perty man elected on Union tice 


ok 


kets. Mloxander cClure had not run for reelection, but his distric 
(the 18th senatorial) had repleced him with William MeSherry, a Democrat, 
John Rowe, the war Democrat from McSlure'’s district who had been speaker by 
of the house in 1861, was defeated for reelection, The congressional del- 


egation was evenly divided, Thaddeus Stevens was returned to the House 


ry 


of Representatives, but several of his closest friends lost their seats 


a ess ane tect enmmeercae a Sepa enyanmeena iad ne 


Galusha Grow, who had aaah speaker of the House, was defeated by Charles " 
Dennis, a Democrat, in the 12th district (Susquehanna, Luzerne), Zdward 

LicPherson was replaced by Alexender il. Coffroth in the 16th district (Prank. 
lin, Somerset, Adams; Fulton, Bedford), John Covode had refused to run 
for reelection, but his candidats Andrew Stewart polled fewer vovss than 


John L. Dawson, Democrat, in the 21st district(Fayette, Indiana, Westmoreland ) . 
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99 Public Ledger, “October 27, 1862, Jenuary 6, 1862, 

100 Tribune Almanac, 1861, 1862, 1863; Public Ladger, October 18, 1860, 

101 Tribune ALmannc, 1863, 1364, 1865; Public Ledgor, October 22, 1862, 
Decembor 7, 1863; North American, Cctobear 20, 1862. 
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in the 1éth District (euphin, Juniata, Northumberland, Snydor, Union), 
long regarded es one of the strongest Republican sections of the stete, 
the Democrats elected William H. Miller. In the 12th District {(Brad= 
ford, Wyeming> sullivan, Columbiny Montour), and in the 18th District 


(Centre, Glinton, at bp fecal Tioga, Potter), Henry W. Tracy and Jomes Ts 


Hole, conservative Resublicang, wow with the aid of the Democrats over 
romilarly nominated redicel Republican candidates, The election of 
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1862 was the first clear cut Democratic victory In Pennsylvania 


ws 


years, in 1657 they had elected Governor Packer but they had beon da- 
foated every year thereafter with the exce ption of 
or less of a drew, But this year they had elected the: 
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the twenty-four covgressmen. Although they had not regained control of 
the senate, they had a majority of ono on joint ballot in the legisla» 
surg which gave them the siection of the United States senator. There 

wes no doubt but that the Republicen party had been disastrously defeate 


ed in Pennsylvania in 1862. The majority of 89,000 which Lincoln had ob- 


tained in 1860 had basn reviceed by a minority of 4,000, Tho Post 


PED 


pointod out the revolutionary nature of the results: 
The political revolution in tha States o 
nia, Chio, Indiena and Lown on ities 145 
without a perellel in our nas 
sro consicer the mighty es need of 
thousend times more mratif Casing scan, 
golont faction © insolent becst r 
tashod by an infuriated fax 
3Snge out the liborties of tho 
Glartorous demands upon a well sbenie 
hed almost succeeded in divers ; 
abolition crusades... For, bs 
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there existed a dscy and general ispression unfavorable te the condy 





cracy of the country did not engage with the admine 
Sstration to fight this tremendous rebellion down, 
in order to emancipate four millions of slaves; our 
object at the besinning, and now, was, and is, to 
ficht this conflict through for the restoration of 
the Union - end jin doing this we care not what sufe- 
fers, whether it be slavery or abolition, The 
restoration of the Union is the great object we have 
to accomplish: and this is the proper interpretation 
of the simmificent, triumphant and overkholuing poll- 
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A% noon on January 13, the two houses met in joint session for 
the election, The hall was crowded with spec tatoras und the officers o 
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of the 1l¢th District (Philadelphia) was celled, he arose and dramatically 
Mnenana that in the face of an offer of one hundred thousand dollars 
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ted in the fali of 1863, 
The political ecandal involving Cameron's tacties in connecticn 
with this election assumed such prosortions that the house on January 20th 
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appointed ea committes to investigete the stories of bribery and corruption. 


The.committee kept its testimony secret until. April 8th when it submitted 
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two reports, Tha attompt of Cemeron to bribsa Boysar was fully established 
but while the majority were inclined to accopt Boyser’s interpretation of 
the story, the minority report censured him for his part in the nogotias 
30 
tions. 

Considerable time was aéouted during this session of the legise 
lature to the problem of banking ond finance, The eae arose as to 
“whether the interest on the state debt should be paid in coin or in lerel 
tender, Thosd who erguod for payment in gold contendsd that the bonds 
had matured and that the state was oblignted to pay the interest accords 
jing to contract or to discharge the principal, ‘They pointed out thet more 


than one-half of the Pennsylvania debt was held by peoples in foreien coun 


tries end that payment in legal tender would be repudiation to the avout 
3S. 
of forty or fifty per cent. According to the third section of the Act of 


besn provided thet during any suspension of specia 
payments, the state trensurer should call upen the banks of Pennsylvania 
to pay the difference betweon the yalus of desreciatad mone md coin. or 
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the sum required to meet the interest on tho state debt 
ary at the beginning of 1863 to make currency the equivaiont of spocie was 
about rifgy per cent; and, since the annuel interest on the state debt was 
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epproximately $2,000,000, the banks would, according to tho law, have bean 


obliged to make up 4500,000 every six months, It wes highly questionable 


whether they could stand a burden so unexpectedly large ns this, and both 
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the governor amd the state treasurer recommended the repoal of this pro- 
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¥anion, it was arsued + 


hat the act of 1862 had not bsen intended to pore 
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alize the banks for a general suspansicn brought about by causes wholly 
34 

beyond their control, On Jenuary 28, 1563, therefore, the Legislature 

passed a bill relieving tho banks of the penalty imposed on them by the 


act of the previous year, and at the same time made provision for the 
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tyvo. Interest payments on the state debt which fell dus during 
state treb isurer Was authorized to pietaos from ths banks an amount of 

goin eufficiont to meet the poyments dua on Februery 1 and on August 1, 
1863. In return for thie help frem thea banks, ke was authorized to ise 
suo te them non-transferable specie 
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dealing with the problem of erbitrary arrests. The Constitution of the 
United States dosg nat otets specifically whether Congress or the Presie 
dent haa the right to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, but. the pov 

ig montioned in Article I, Seetion IX, Clause 2, and, insemueh es Artis 
tle I deals exclusively with the legislative powers of the government ; 
4% would soem that the framere of the Constitution intended to put the 


matter into the hands of Congress. This is the accepted view to-day; 


24 
but early in the Givil Var, President Lincoln, without any authority 

from Congress, directed military officers not to give up prisoners ar= 
rested on charges of disioyalty, even foe ugh judges should Issue writs 


of hebees corpug for them, On September 24, 1862, ho issued a general 
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“Davis's Message,” in which the ennuel address of Prasident Lincoln was 


vonparsé unfavorably with thet of President Davis, ar 
tainmonts of the two executives contrasted to the prejudics of Lincoln, 
The following might, by order of Ganorel Schenck, commindinge officer of 
the Middle Department and Eighth Army Corny, Bollowu was arrested and 
gonvoyed under cuard to Fort HeHsnry, Baltimore, where he was imprigonsé. 
Tha office of the Evening Journal also was taken over by tho military 
38 
police and the paper suspended. Tha arrsst created great indimation 


emong tha Damocratic paverr end the Domorratiec lendors of Penn flvania, 


A ee 

















37 This is tho papor which in 2860 had dePoctad in its ‘suppert of 


2s 
38 Public Ledas Sry eaAnun ry 295 1863. 
39 Post, February 2, 3, 5, 13863, 








ee neem, 
_- Se ret areata ar en et ine met at ti ne pent — ts 


que Post: atiributed the arrest re Boileru to Forney, explaining that for 
several montke the Journal had been most "Yunnerciful in exposing Fornsy’o 
” 40 
operations y in the way of contracts and patriotism." Cn January 29, 
Ludlow, the Democratic representative from Philadelphia, introduced a 
series of resolutions denouncing the arrest of Boileau nnd calling upon 
Governcr Curtin t6 hagton te Washington to demand the return of tho sdit- 
sr to hia own state that he mignt be tried for any offence charged 
against him, Thie resolution passed tha lover house by a gtrictly parity 
vote. 2% happened that the Governor was about to depart for Weshinetsa 


in company with a committees of legislators to urges upen ths national sor~ 
43 
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The Democratic majority in the lewer branch of the state legis- 


lature roundly condsmned the principle of arbitrary arrssty, On Februs 
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ary 3, Dsniel KEIN g Democrats, a repressniative from Freystte, read e bili 
proposing a fine of one thousand dellars and ten years imprisonment as 


the penalty Yor removing any parsen beyond the limits of the state on th: 
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thet the resolutions could pogs the house without such amendments as 
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the asnate could not accent, In fact it is not likely that their ori- 


ginetor enticiprted fevoreable action by that body, Following tha special 


messege of the Governor they doubtless were intended as nn endorsemont 

of his views and to plees upon reesord the oSposition of the Republicans 

to such practices without fully endorsing the harsh meesured@ which were 

being employsd by the fedoral odministration to stifle the voles of thess 
49 

opposed to the war, There ig no doubt but thes Curtin's mea sage with 

its clecr implication that there was no need to infringe on the Consti- 

tution, in combination with the criticiems of the Demoerets and the ver« 

dict of the volls in the euturm of 1862 were effective in causing Con= 

gress to poss tho Indemnifying Act which bsceme a law on Vareh 3, 1863. 
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the Democrate end some of the conseryetive Republi teans 
had despaired of the military conquast of the South and the raestorntion 
Union by forco; and during the spring of 1363 nurerous petitions 


v ped 


Were presented to the stata lerisleture osking that it call upon Congress 


to arranga for a national convention to Adjust the existing difficulties, | 


The Republienns in the senate were disposed to deel arbitrarily with theso 


menorieals, On Yebrusry 23, Morrow 3. Lowrie, chairman of the senate come= 
mities on federal ralations, to which oll such petitions were referred, 
submitted a long roport whieh, after showing the impossibility of calle 
ing together such e nation2l convention, launched e severe ettack Ubon 
the Democratic organization, denouncing it as disloyal to the governmorit, 
and accusing it of baine engaged in e trensonsble conspiracy to thwert 
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the meegures of the national edministration for the sgupprossion of the re- 
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bellion. After tha reading of this report, "Wiester Clymer, Democrat, 

who wes also a membar of tho comnblttes, arose and stated thet this was 
the first time he had heord of the report and that it head never been sub- 
mitted to the committee, The Republican sonetor discleined any digcour= | 
tesy but insisted that nis roport had received the cencurrence of the 
majority of his committee, It was then agreed that thse document should 

be recommitted to tha conmit ts so Which met the following n 
the essenbling of the senate, As Lowrie aid not again present his re- 
port, it may be inferred that the committee did not authorize him to do 
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pers sation te be nade out o f the Treasury of the Unite 
ed States, aga burdensome upon tho people, unjust in lis 
very nature, and wholly without warrant of she constitu- 
tion. ; 

Seventh, That this General Assembly deem it proper 
further to declare that ity togethor with all the truly 
Loyal people of the State, would hail with pleasure end 
delight any manifestation ef a desira on the part of the 
gecedsa nt to return to thoir allephance to tha Goy= 
ernment of thes Unions and would in such an event, cor= 
dinily and 6aernestly gosoporate with then in the restoe 
ration of peace, ond the procurement of such proper guar- 
entess as Would sive security to ali their interests and 
rights. , 


! 


Dighth, That Pennsylvania will adhere to the Consti+ 
tution and the Union as tne best, it may bs the last hepe 
of popular freedom: and for ell wrongs which sina nave 
been somiultted or evils which may exist will sesk redress 
under the Constitution and within the Union, by the peace= 

ul but powerful asaney ef the suffregs of a free people. 

sie » That this Conerel Assembly hei with pleasure 
and hope the meanifestetions of conservative sentiment 
amen ke aeonis of the daeiach States in their Inte slece= 
tongs and regerd the same as the earnest af 2 good pure 
pore upon their part te co-overate wlth a1) other loyal 
eitisenes in giving socurliy to the rights of evary section, 
and in mninteininge the Union and the Constitution, as they 
. ra! 


~* : pet a mab aa 0.3 ase CON weet bad a ape 
vers ordainad by the rounders of ths 


Tenth , Bet in the judgment of th nt 
whenerer 1% becomes practicable to obtain a convention of 
nll, or three-fourths of the States, such body should ba 
convened, for the purposs of proposing such ameminents to 
the Raters Constitution as experience has proved to be 
Se peg bo maintain the instrument in the spirit: and 


+F) 

moaning intended by its founders, and to provide against 
future ee and wars, 

Eleventh, Thst while thin Generol Assembly condemns 
and denounces tha faults of z a 
croachments of the Abolit — % dos: 
roughly oe and cdoenouncs tha heresy of 
unwarranted by the Constitution, and destructive 
the security ond Deeichen tity of goverament, and of the peace 

t 3 


D 
end liberty of the peovle, and i% dsos hereby most goleme- 
ly declare that the people of this State era wuniaiterebly 
opposed to any division of the Union, and will persistent- 
2y ener their whole ini rlusnce and power under the Gonsti= 
tution, to maintain end defend it. 

Tweirth, Taat the aoe of this State mist be rmaininined 
ana enforced, and that if io the duly of the constituted 
authoritiss of the State to see that by ol] Constituticanl 
means thie end shail bs ontnainod. 
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Thirteenth, That the soldiers composing our are 
mies merit the warmset thanks of the nations Their 
country called, and nobly did they respond. Living, 
thsy shall know a nation's grotitudes wounded, a na= 
tion's care; and dying, they dhall live ‘in our momoe 
ries, and monuments shall be raised to teach posters 
fZty to honor the patriots and heroes who offered 
their lives on their country's eltar, Their widows 
anc orphens shall. bo adopted by the nation, to be 
watched over ond cared for as objects truly worthy 
& nation’s guardienship, 58 
These resolutions were later adopted by the Democratic Stats Couvention, 
59 


end beceme the basis for their platform in 1863, 


4, 


Meanwhile, a very vital subject of pohi tical disoussiod was % 


gubsrantoriel campaign of 1563. At the opening ef the campeim the most 

important candidates upon the Republican gide were Governor Curtin and 
John Covede, While thors vas never much doubt he that Curtin could bo 

renominuted by hisparty, there were two imoortant considerations which 


* yah 4 iv) = a oe ey = A. cee Ps . 
caused both him end his friends to hesitate. In the first place, Comores 


of his conservation, was working assiducusly to secure the nomination of 
Covode who represunted the radical elemnt of his party. <A Rapublicen 
caucus wes held on January 24, 1863 at the Avenue Hotel in Washington, 
at which many ef the leading won of the party were pr esent, including 
Cameron, Covede, and William Monn, of Pomnsylvania, A svord was pre= 
sented to Covode, and during one of the spsecheg Cwen Loy rojoy, the Iili- 
nois ee ateche se? proposed the health of "John Govode, the poer boy, 


61 
tha honest man, Nay he be the next governor of Pennsylvania." In the 
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61 Post, Femuery | 28, 1863, The selection of Pittsburgh in preference 
to Herrisburg as the meseting place of ths state convention was regarded as 


cance a mrt as 
A AA tt tn et ene Se enn rme et ”eehnen ete Ree e ee mec nin ee Ie nr ant trence 





a eenamenal 


286 
second place, Curtin had beon suffering from a sevare melady ehich had 
necessitated serious surgicel operations and, due to his devotion to his 
official duties, hoe kad been unable to regein estreneth, In the epring 
of 1863 thero was every indication of a general and final breakdown of 
his health and it was freely predicted by his friends that if he were 
renoninated and attempted to canvass the state hs wovld net survive the 


62 
.eampaoien, 


bg 


Hyen with e thoroughly united party the outeons of the contest 
WD sng 


would have been extremely doubtful, but with Cameron’s implacable nosti- 


Lity and with some coeventyefive thousand Pennsylvania soldiers in the 


field, tho majority of whom would probably have supported Curtin, dis- 
franchised unless they could be furloughed home to vote, the contest 

63 
seemed nopeless, Morsover, in 1863 the North was living bensasth a cloud 


5 a hd 1 len] * 4 
ef despair and doubt which was not dispelled until efter the yietoriss of 
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Grant an 
and had been defeated in every instance axcept in the drawn contest at 
Antietam, Grant head twice failed to take Vicksburg by assault and the 
feeling against the continuance of the war was very strong in meny cen- 
ters of the North, Until the defent of Lee at Gottysbure tho prospects 
of Hd Sipe success in Pennsylvania in 1863 seemed very slicht indeed, 
In visw of these considerations Curtin was planning to retire from offico 
at the ond of his terms but he was anxious to have as his successor one 


who would loyally cooperate with the national government in its efforts 
J SY 
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favorable to the interests af Covode in his contest with Curtin for the 
nomins bien for governor, Public Ledger, Merch 19,20, 18633 Gasette, 
March 19, 1863, 

62 MeCiura, Old Tims Notes, IT, 41f.; Herrisbure 
1863-6 

63 McClure, Old Time Notes, IT, 41f. 
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to crush the rebellion, After full consideration and conaulitetion with 
-hig frienda, Curtin decided to inaureurate a movement for the nomination 
of General William B, Franklin on e nonepartisan platform. 


Franklin hed won military disti 


wa. 


iuction ag a corps commender un 
der MeClellans he was an ardent Dsnecrat whose loyalty was unquestioned, 
Curtin proposed that the Democrats accept kim es their candidate, in 
which cass the | er ee to have the Republicans andorss Frank! an 
the state solidly bshind the ne« 
tional administration in its conduct of the war, He soon found, hewevar, 
vrominert Democratic leaders that he 
sowld not enlist tuolr support for Franklin, Wany believed that they 


& 4, 


could carry the election, regardiess of whom they nominated. The chief 


Ls Snes rene BE ENE Ue i Renee oa be DIC ed 1 CE ion sant ee 
objection urged aguings Frauklin was that hls views eonmcerning the war 
2 - A a 2h SE 9 FE ie. 2 ae oes 7e fist a LS 
were not in accord with Democratic sentiment, as a great majority of the 
ay 4 a 4 ° hd he ty = rel PR oe Z a L< # 
pemocrats of the state believed thet the strugele was a failure and thet 


re) 


Ta 


mS 
~& shoul 


be 


oO 


ended by compromise es soon as possible, as it weg futile to 


t 


attempt to conquer the South into submission te e reunion of the states. 


Lewis G. Cassidy, however, whe was one of the shrovdest of the Democre= 


- 


hat his party was committing political suicide by 


ck 


tic politicians, felt 


? 


not accepting CGurtin’s offer, He declared that the Democratic leaders 


, 


hed lost their power and that they would not accept 


op 


anklin simply bes 
causa 1t would have been the wisest thing to do. John Cessna admi 
the strength of the argument but was unwilling to retire since it was the 


z 


main emodition of his life to achieve the governorship; he felt that his 

















om election would be es mich a vindication of loyalty as that of Frenke 
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Lin. Under the clreunsteness therefore, the non-partisan bovenent head 
to be SranhGubace Sonate Frenklin's neme was never mentioned publicly 
in-connection with the compaipgn, end he himself knew nothing of the plen 
until after it hed been relinquished, He then stated that although he 
would have been gratified to have been accorded the honor he was equally 
ploased to be able to continue in active service in sh veins | After 
the Franklin opisedea it became clear that the campaign was eating to bo 
fough? squarely between the two rival parties, despite the fact that ths 
Republicans invited the leyal men of both parties to meet et a Union 
Stabs Peat sky bas 

Delegetes to the state convention wera being chosen throughout 
tha state and most of them were pledged to Curtin who beeane oxtremely 


anxious to Find eae mosns vhersbdy he might retires from the contest without 


diseredit to himself. Aseording to MeClues, Mra. Curtin summoned hin 


0) 
“a 


to Harrisburg without the 


- 


+. 


ing dewn her cheeks begead him to find somo moans of ralleving her Insbexd 


a 


2 


knowledge of the governor and with tears streann- 


taneenians 


Later the same svening McClure told Curtin what his wife head said and ecdsd 


thet sho was entirsly right, Curtin replied that if a foreicn mission 
were tendered him he might use it as 4 pretext for retiring in viow of 
his broken health and suggested thet perhaps his friend could be of ser~ 
vice to him in the matter. ieClure departed for Washington that night to 
ges what could bs dons. Nis plan was first to take he metter up with 


Forney who was a friend of Curtin, and throuch him te secure the coopera< 


_, 
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tion of Cameron, This plen he did not reveal to Curtin as he knew the 
Latter would have forbidden him to deal with Camoron, Yoon his erriveal 
in Washington he called on Forney and explained to him the reasons why 

t was essential that Curtin be retired from the contest and stated that 


4 Curtin could be offered a first class diplomatic post he could retire 


with eredit to himself and thus open the way for the nomination of s 


| 


candidate upon whem both factions of the party could agree. MeClure 


suggested that Cameron probably would be glad to have Curtin not only 


+ i 


out of the governorship but also ous of the state. When the proposition 
was expleined to Cameron ho gava his hearty eaprroval and the three de 
gaded to confer with Lincoln who immediately accepted tha proposition in 


we La ~ ee ays “4 « “7 

which were filled it would require careful consideration as to which 

J aA a | a ~ o x L, ~ z 
gould most easily be displaced. When Cemeron remarked that a second 
sJaoae oy pi! ] | e Ts tha 7% Wrz ¢ ttre act “ey tyirs ey tar By gg ot 
BLlBES POSs WOULU Serve vine Purposs jUst as Werly, hee repLiea tidy 
z fe hic F tie} 2 ~ rr xT? wt aw 4 . 
ol) eet Were wo OG CornSslcered uns ner agey tie tions would termi mate st once. 


eereful thought as to the form in which to put the offer, He asked Me 
Clure to return the following dsy and at the sane tims handed him the 
following letter in his om handvritings 


Executive Mansion, Ve ighincton, 
Apri} 13, 1863, 
Hon, Andrew G, Curtin 
Ky desr Sirs- 

If, aicer the expiretion of your 
present tcrm as Governor of Pem sylvnnis na» L shail 
gontinua In office here; and you shall dopire to go 
abroad, you can do so with ono of the rirst-cless 
missions. 

fours truly 68 
A, Lincoln, 





Lona LR A, NN RO te | RR ng et 
cj Y 


MeGlure returned to Harrisburg at ones and presented the presix 
dent‘s letter to Curtin who was greatly delighted, Ha asked his chief 
adviser to prepare a statement Zor release to the Associated Pressy aii 
nouncing that the President had offered him « first-slass mission at the 
expiration of his torm in office, that he had accepted the offer, and 
thet he therefore could not ke a candidate for reolecbion. The formal 
announcement by the Governor on April 14 to the legislature that he would 
not be a candidate for rebheation, although not entirely unexpected, 


59 


caused gonsiderable commotion among the members of hia party. Th 


De) 
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Pasty 


anid: 


ee Democrats wa are, of irse, sincerely glad of 

this. We get rid of the only man with whom the 

Republicans coulil Doscibly have hed a chance; and 

Wwe congrntulate the Governor uvon his retirexent 

2 rer & contest im which certein portions cf his om 
eeicbiag bag ag would # 1ave provably done him as much harm as 


eran ode {Xp e. 
Lage woy> 
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* 
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Bs he 2 a eee roclivi tice would pormit. 

tis personal depcrtment hes been eat ell times 
Characterized by the dimity and bsarine £ & gentle= 
men, The success of his administration and his attrac- 
vive personal qualitiss, howsyor, are not ae ths ox-= 
trenists § require in e condidate. Governor Curtin’s 


moderation did not suit the fanetics of his party - 
these who hold sway in Veshington - and hence hig forced 
retirement from the ceming contest. 70 


oO 


The announcement crented consternation, however, throughout the Governor's 


party, and within the next few days Republican counties, including Lane 


caster and Chester, elected delesationgio the state convention with def- 
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dnite instruct tiens to work for the nomination of Curtin dsgpite his re~ 
fusal to becense a candidate, 

At tho meeting of Cameron, Forney, and McClure with Lincoln, the 
question hed coma up as to who. should be nominated in the place of Cure 
¢in, Forney sugsested John Covece os the most available candidate , and 
after much discussion all agreed thet his nomination woutt Be ganeralty 
acceptable, When McClure returned to Harrisburg he told Curtin 6? thig 

discussion snd Gur tina stated that he had not eny obj 
dacy of Covode and thet he would give him his support, With the enngune 
cement of thes retirsment of Curtin, a muimber of other candidates made 


° 


thoir appearance in the fio eld, each samestly supported by his intimate 


$3.3 + Se i Ae oo ee: Sa Toe ay bees, Rae ae MP ga 
friends, but none with e state wide appeal, The most important of thovza 


+ 


SEN Ht he ee Sor 2 shee Veto {Gas eh eas Cane: = 
wers venevor.Y, VW. Ketchum, of the 10th District (Luzerne), oux-Congress- 


District (Allegheny}, Louis %. Halt 
and Thomas lf. Howse, of Pittsburgh. But the strong Republican esuntiiesg 
insisted upon the candidacy of Curtin in spite of his announced withdrnse 
al and several of the counties sent committogs 2 Harrisiurg ‘Personel] y to 
confer with Curtin and to urge him to accept tae nomination. 

That Curtin svyor definitely abandoned the idea of a second torn 
is difficult to believes, is the date of th: pneon” State Convention np 
proached, the question 8s to whothor the Governor was n candidate for eB 
second term beceme rife. ETerly in June he and Urs, Curtin made a good= 
Pama. wa iene rare re er a ne ee ee 

71 UcClure, Clad Tira 


72 cbid.; Public Ledger, Mereh $, 1863 
4 


Post, April 22, 1863, Ga= 
gzotte, April 7iVERD) pee 234 275 1863; kine 


3 
by 1863, 





LES rr 


29 


43 


“23 


“WEIL tour of the northeastern part of the state, Before his departure, 


the Harrisburg felecraph announced that it was euthorized by high autho- 
tity to state that Covernor Curtin intended while on hia trip to reiter- 
74, 
4 
ate his declinstion to be = cendidnats, The Gazette faceti 
te ies ee 
to this tour as a "royal propress" and it was noted that the promised 


ously referred 





not made, The antieCurtin papers thereupon bacama loud 
tin their demand that he declare exact y where he stood, The Maush Chunk 


Gazettes commented: 


We notice a disposition of sone especial friends of 
Governor Curtin to make him 9 cnndidata for renon 


2 ET Gad 
4 ats ebe nd ages itr rs ata yan SY =] lessee Dan 
ina vn UlkF By20. VO Vaie Fit Bre cons. SaaS Aa LYS Lc6 Si oo erm 
- F . “ eis | ‘ -e aa as, woe oy ey ee 
ly dsclare that he will be supported in conventLony, 
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and if nominated that “he won't decline, 
fepe ar a 2 yesestioys sa rege, 3 dae Pps 
Are wo tO understand from theaso declarations 


that Governor Curtin's offteinl declinntion was only 
& sham, and that, efter all, he wants the nominetion? 
Suroly Governor Curtin is not capable of such trifling 
with his political friende as to Geclare, in en of fie 
Ciel document, that he vositivoly and unconei ts neliy 

eclinas a renominetion, and aftervards go into a pric 
Yate arrengemont to have lis nane eprung upon the Cone 
vention, and by setting uy a sudden hue ard ery about 
“availability” and “popularity among the soldiers," to 
Growl off every other cendidate..os 

We think Governor Curtin owes it to himse fe Dube 

licly to say whothor these assertions, “thet he will. 
not decline if nominated,” ere by him authorized, or 
whether he will positively refuse to he & candidate, 
nominetion or no nomination, according to his most em 


phatic and official communicetion te the General Assem= 


the Harrisburg Telecravh was acareely Issa ur 
ti 





gent for an unsquivecal 


statement as to Covernor Curtin's position. 


ot 


es) _ 


During the first part of duly: there was something of a respite 


“tia USE Gn CMUSGEL i. Ce 
72 Public Ledger, June 2, 4, 9, 1863, 
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74 Harrisburg Telsprnnh, June 3, 1963, 
75 Gazette, July 16, 1863. 
Yauch Chunk Gazette, June 6, 1863, 
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(7? Harrisburg Teleeranh, Juna 8, 1863, 
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in the work of governcr makings; but the Cameron wing of the party was 
determined to hold Curtin to his letter to the legislaturs in which he 
had withdrawn his name from the contest, The Harrisburg Telegraph kapv 
insisting that he was not and would not be a candidate. The Pittsburgh 
Cazatte, however, in pursuance of instructions from Major Errett came 
out in July with an editorial denouncing the candidacy of Cameron. it 
declared: 


J 


He stands new before the pe&dvie as a candidate in 

the AE of his public disclaimer.... The time has 

come, therefors, when it is necessary for those to 

speak out who think it oucht to be prevented, 78 
This was but the first of a seriss of most bitter and vindictive erti- 
clog against Curtin which appeared almost daily in the Gazette between 

“79 

this dete end that of thse state convention. They chargsd him with vic= 
timizing the soldiers because of the dishonest agents to whom hoe had en- 
trusted the army contracts. They stated that all during his term as gov~ 
ernor he. had bsen the tool of Scott and McClure; and that in his efforts 
to aid the Pennsylvania Reilrood he had approved of dishonest methods 
in sscuring the repeal of the tonnage tax, and in stifling the Hopkins 
investigation. They declared thet his SEE NEN, polic sy at the opens 
ing of his administration had demoralized his party end caused its de- 
feat in the eloctions of 13613 that his detormination to support the 


Pennsylvania Reilroad had resulted in the second defeat in the elections 


of 1862. The Gazette oie ‘igazed his massage concorning arbitrary ar= 


~ 


rests and assetted that Curtin was inclined to play into the hands of 


“80 | 2 
the Copperhead Democracy. Forney, who was largely indebted to Cameron 
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78 ERzOLES July 16, 1863. 
79 Gazotte, Jul 90, 22 . 5 ; 

Sy 4y 5y “1863. Beers! 9 Ody 24y OT, 28, wait 30, Si, August l, 
80 Ibid. 
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for the position he then held as clerk 


favored the sacrifica 
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of the United States senate olse 


of Curtin on the ground that: 


It would not be amiss if we would take o leaf from 
the recent political history of Ohio, lissouri, both 


of which heave nominat 


didgates for 


The Presss however, pr 
82 


nominated, The Pittsburgh Post sunmed Up 


ad loyal Democrats ag their cane 
Governor, 81 


‘ofessed a willinmoess to support Curtin if he were 


the situation within tha 


“Union” party as follows: 


The rapid st 
for the pres 
emancipation 
tin and his 

avd they are 


Gels, and his defeet for 


rides of the Abolitionists from ea war 

ervation of the Union to a crusnds for 

» have, it eppears, left Govarnor Cure 
i 


easuern frisadg away in the 
too conservative for the. ex 


termined upon, 83 


As the date of the meeting of the st 


er it bacame increasin 


whether he would assent or not, A 
the Yovernor went to Charbersbu 
situation head best be mot. 


upon the ground thet hs owed it to his family, hi 


to sefeguerd his heal: 
into every phase of the 


undecided, Ths nost 


the nomiuation of his party, he would have 


84 
upon him, 


The Union State Convention 


ed 


bese convention drow nears 


gly evident that Curtin would be renowinated 


beut ten days before the convention mat 


ourg to confer with McClure as to how tho 


MeClure urged him to decline the nomination 
is friends, and himself 


TTT, 


2? 


Loh, The two men sat until iong past midnight, going 


situation, and when they rotired Curtin was st¢ilj 


morning, however, he ennounced that if he received 


to peecept the honor conferred 


85 
nad been scheduled to meet on 


Se RR coe mere ee eC 


81 Presa, July eal gd 
82 Press, July 3h, 


83 Post. July Sig 


64 The varty had arain 


as tho "Union" party. 


1863, 
i863. 
863, 
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July ide but it was ‘pontponed for five weeks becausg of Leo" 8 invasion 
5 
of the eye, There was great excitement in Phil adelphia, Pittsburgh, 
and Harrisburg as news of the opproaching army reached those cities, 
Citizens temporarily, at least, forgot politics and businese in a frene 
tic effort to prepare for defence. 6 ol battle of Gettysburg probubly 
Was the deciding factor in the political cempaign of 1863. Had Lee met 
with eny measure of success in his Pennsylvania campaion it would have 


been interpreted as an indication thet the war was te continue inde Pine 


itely into the future with no ona able to forstell how it would end. 


oe 


But when on July 4, Generel Meade sent word that Lea ves 
end on the sams day Grant announced that Vieksburg had been takon, tha 
North believed that the military pover of the Confeder acy was broken. 
Vhen the convention finally assembled on August 5, there was a gensrel 
feeling of confidence among the "Union 1ists.," 

On tha evening of August 4, tho friends of Curtin held 2 caus 
cus and figured up saventyesix votes for their candidate. Covaode Wes 
evidently put of the ring but Cameren and other anti-Curtin men were 


working desperately in behalf of J, K. Moorhead, Wo one eppeared to 


bepprticularly strong for the nomination for supreme judgo, but Thomp- 
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> On June 16, Confedersta cavalry were reported in the vicinity 
of et mbersburg and by June 27, Lee's whole army of yt De thousend was 
on Pennsylvanin soil, Chambers sburg was captured, Wwolh's on ivalry and 
artillery penetreted to within three miles of Rar riabuie and were plan- 
ning to ce on the city when they were recalled by Leas. Stron¢e 
pressurs was broucht to bear woon Lincoln to plece MeClellan in commens 
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of the aes Ago, dune 16, 1863; North American, June 17, 1863s Natlon= 
Gi antolligencer, June 18, 23, 1863; Officisl Records of the Roveliion, 
AAVIS, Fart IT, 3914 409, 436. ene cee 2 
86 North mmerican, duna 27, 18 633 Failadelphic Inanirer, June 16, 
Vana e 19, 2 205 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28y pc omer’ June 15, 
255 18633 New York Times, June 26, 18633 Offteial Records of the Rebell-» 
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son and Allison, of Philadelphia, Agnew, of Beaver, and Shannon, of 
Pittsburgh were beins talked of. The convention wes called tc order at 
eleven-thirty by =. P, Merkle, cheirmen of the Union State Central Com- 
mittos, Heury Do Maxwell, of ilorthampton, a Curtin wan wes elected 
temporary cheirman, and Lermel Todd, of Cumberlend, became permanent 
president, The convention promptly shelved e ragolution by iHeKennan 
which preposed that inesruch as unfortunate differences had sprung te 
between the twl leading candidnies for governor, the best interests of 


tha country and the party demnded that a man should be put in the 
field whose nominotion would raconcile those differences, 
The assemblage thon proceeded to vote for a candidate for 
governor, The opposition to Curtin consisted of a emall but very bite 
a] 


ter minority, and when tis name wes montioned in th 


was hissed end jeered by the 


pa 
peat 
t 


Henry D. Moore and F,. Carro rewslers of Philadelphia, John K, Noor» 


head end Join P, Penney, of Alisrheny, John Covede,; of Vestmoreland, 


ae 


Major Francis Jordan, of Bedforg, and James Veoch, of Fayette. A des 


oe * . ° + 2 
bate followed concerning the mgrits of the coudiaates, during the course 


of which a letter was read fron Covods, who seeing that his case was 


4 


Kennan*s resolution again was breucht up and rejected, The bellot for 
governor then was tnken and Curtin wag nominated by a vote of nintye 


three to forty-three. His neeract vivel, Voore, recoived elehteon votes, 


The usual motion to make the chotea unanimous wie greateod with hisses 


and a number of keys from a small but vary bitter Cameron ninority. 
A * A x nm ; ™ 
Later in the day, Daniol “G6n0u, of Penvar, was chosen by acclamation ag 
2 $7 ; . ; 
the candidate for supreme jucce. Resolutions were adopted denouncing 


we “s 4 A Perr ey 
the traitors abrond end the ayire thizers at home, commending the course 
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of President Lincoln, favoring the preposed ect to permit the soldiers 

to vote in the field; tendering thanks to "the gallant sons of Pennsyl- 

yania in the erwy and the navy"; mourning the loss of tho dead and age 

suring the survivors of a hearty support; endorsing the integrity of 

the nominess of the conventions and compending the nationel administre- 
i we 

tion for its summary arrests of disloyal heonhadies 


Heanwhile, tha Democratia State Convention had met in Harris. 


burg on June 17, when the guns of Lse’s artillery already could be heard 


“Ye 
8 


C 


in the Cumberland Velley, It wes on able dalegation, Georce T 
ger, of Philedelphin, served as temporary chairman until Freley Patter~ 


gon, of Washington, was olecta 


+ 7 


ree 
~ 


president. Walter H,. Lowrie was unane 


imously chosen as ceandidnte for judge of the supreme court of the state, 


2 


There were many Democrats who aspired to be the next governor of Penn. 
89 
syivania, tho most prominent of whom were “lliem He Witte, formerly 


of Philadelphia, but then a residsnt of Lontgomery countyy Hiester Cly- 
mer end Williem Hopkins, who had fought azeinst the reperl of the tormage 


tax; John Cessna, lest speaker of the house of representatives; Genorsl 


SO 
George i. Cass, of Mlegheny, whese cendidacy was urged by the Post; 
Henry D. Foster, who hed bean tho standard bearer of the perty in 18603 


pS 
end George i, Woodward, justice of the supreme court, Witte led off on 
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&7 Officiel Proceedings of Convention, Public Ledzer, August 6, 1863, 


88 The Public Lodgsr suggested that the Democratic delegates domon~ 


Fras eee sD 
strate their patriotism by enlisitng as a body for the dofence of the 
state, thus effectively and for all +imoe disproving the imputetions as +g 
their loynlty, | Public Led rors 

Sepa ¢ > 


e, fot ‘ 
4 pa on 6 vune at? 9 LS63, 
Sats: Ly perpeeesices- opis ata? 

« Witte Bee CGiap “Wat 


woven a few votes of securinc the nomintion bo® 
fe + Secu S : onh 
in 1857 and 1859, . 


90 Post, Decomber 18, 1862, Januery 22 5 . 
A Hen oe . } os tha stats a. tah 1863 Yebrue 28 18 3 
March 5, 27, 1863, June 6, 1863. : : oe ae 


91 Buchanan in 1863 was evidently thinkin 
because A. J. Clo 


BORD § 


g@ of Black as a candids 9, 


thet he thought greener» Or fork, wrote to him on Sebruary 17, stating 
Sov wolt of Buchanan's suggostion of Slack for zovernor, but 
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the first ballot, with Clymer fourteon votes behind. On the seventh 
ballot they tied with fifty-five votes each, but on the next Clymer 
gained seven votes and Witte lost four. There was wild excitement when 
Francis . Hughes withdrew the neme of white in fevor of Voodward, who 
received seventy-five votes on the ninth ballot +o fifty-three for Cly- 
mer, Woodward was probably the ablest represontative of his party in 
the state and it was confidently expected that he would be elected with 
@ good majority. His nomination was largely dictated by tho belief 
that after the war had ended he would be better sauipped then any one 
élsa to hendie the importent constitutional end legsl quastions which 


would inevitably urise. The convention then unanimously adopted a 


c & 
ar 
Ge) 
ier; 
ch 
td 
& 
try 
ct 
ee 
a 
“td 


sevice of resolutions uvon * 


4 a 


by the houso in the last session of the Legislature, renewing their 


vous of fidelity to the Constitution, demying that the President had 


“the power to arrest free citizeng for the expression of thoir honest 


opinions on public afgairs"; declaring that e free government could not 


sist without a free prog; cenouncing "tho least intimation th 


ca! 
Giz ite 


of 
ck 
oR 
can) 


Denocratic party enterteing, or ever can entertain the slightest sym- 
pathy with the present gicuntic rebellion or with traitors ta arms 
ageinst the Government, or would ever consent to pence upon any terns 
involving a dismemberment of the Union"; declaring y however, that they 
would claim and sxer¢ise “the right to consider, discuss, ascertain, 
end urge in becomin 


ig terms; upon the constituted authorities whatever 


measures w 31, in our judpment, ba most likely to place and keep the 
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gddod that he doubted whethsr Black would acespt, seo Letter of A. J, 
Closbronner to Buchsnen, Black NSS, AS the cowvrention, Slack received 
two votes, Public Ledror, June 19, 1863, 


country which hed been passed 
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the whole nuetion a Union together, under one federal government": de~ 
gloring that although the administration and ths Republican party had 
pledged that the war was being waged for no other purpose than the pro~ 
servation of the Union, aceordines to resolutions passed by Congress on 
July 22, 1861, they had totally changed tha geounds for warping ie WEE, 


. 92 
thus greatly delaying its termination, At least 


jte 
tale 


.s% minty per cant of the 
delegates in attandance at the conve tion believed thet the war was 
failure and that the Union could be restored only upon tho basis of 


some sort of compromise, 


-~2 el y S - > ty > 5 4 4 = ¥ te on! Die - wt Fe 
while it saemed as if their predictiony were correct, Fater C. Shannon; 
in an dddresa given in Philadelphia on August 11 said: “Amonest the pub 


lic men of Allegheny County, I em almost alone in defenc g 
ft 
** 


tin,” The editor of the North American pointed out 


it is useless for the Union mon of Ponnsylvania to 
enter upon this great cenvass without first having 
their own forces prope ie organized and dis puopd-ued. 
ovse lay must first snsure harmony in thoir ow renks, 
heal the wounds which hag baye od fete caused by a aie 
sions, and see thet there is unanimity of fe 2aling and 
@ proper spirit, 95 


8 


The editors of tha Gazette, which, prior to the Union State 


Convention had declared that no per rby obligation could compel t} 


56 
puppor’ a candidate whom tnsy belisved to be dishonest, made no attermsy 
to accept graciously their party nominee for governor, after the cone 


vention had adjourned, Erratt’s pzyor on the sixth of August printed 
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the following editorials 


By the end of the month, ho 


The action of the Convantion tn nominating Tovor= 
nor Curtin was taken jn opposition to the earnaste 
ly expressed protest of a very respectable minori- 


ty of that body, who are well informed ag to the 


eligibility of candidates, Their efforts, and our 
own, actuated by the hiphost sense of duty to the 
party; as they wore, have proved unavailing, The 
responsibility rests with the Majority, 97 


weyers the Cameron paper in Pittsburgh wer 


ready to sacrifice personal prejudice for tha good of the party, and it 


expleined to its reeders;: 


Ths other 


ly than Russell = 


eoo there 1s no amount of objection which can be 
inst Governor Gurtin, that could rene 
SO Obnoxious or dangerous at a tine 
like this, as ea man like Seorge W, Voodward,. oo> 


When we protested against the nomination of Cove 
ernor Curtin, it was only 2 quostion betwen Loy= 
al men = batwveen himself, and any othor sincere 
Union mean <« whether Republicsn or War Democrat, 
Overruled, as we we an 


¥ 
a 


Qs ny the controversy hes 
assumed anothsr asvect 
cy 


: ak 2 
Jt is a question now only 
foe saprsarns T pe Sa ~ Sanger 
vopvernend, Between tyo 

ee Rene ated 


fae 
moO common term ef comperisgon, 98 
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BUCH men, we can find 
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leaders of the Cemoron faction buried the h 


ie} 
Ler 
Q 
ce 
cot 
eo 
ba 


t¢ editor of ths Cambrie Tribune who had ave 


tively opposed Curtin's renomination wrote: 


Politicians had nothing to do with it, 
spontaneous movement of the people, 99 


The poople know thet they may safely trust in his. 


hands their denrest right, and the honor and inter-« 


ests of our greet Commonwealth, They feel grateful 
to him for his labors and sacrifices for the State 

and the Union, and to testify their eppreciation of 
his services, and their love for him 2s @8 man, shey 


compelled him to be a candideta for re-election, 


it was a 
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95 North American, August 7, 1863, 

96 Gazette, July 29, 1863, 

97 Gazatto, August 6, 1363, 

08 Gazette, Aupust 25, 1953. 

99 Cambria fritune, September Tie LOUD, 
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Probably in some of the eastern counties 
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so been subscribed and paid into the publicetion 
committee of that League for the purpose of sircue 
dating loyal woakliy newspapers, short printed are 
at 


euuoneas phamphlets, ates, you may have a fair 

idde of the practicel and resolute character of a 
political system, which, without the security and 
intolerance of the one or the parade of the other, 
combines all the efficisncy, detormination, and con- 
cert of action of the deeb KnoweNothing movements 
of 1854, and the Wide Ay of 26607116 


a 


alive G3: 


. 


hese leagues helped to swing 


<t 


3 


adéitional Democrats into the “Union” perty renks, F 


ks. Forney wrote: 


it is cheering to observe that in every COUNTY 
hosts of Demo crats nave decidod to support Covers 


nor Gurtin anc the whole Unicon ticket, “There ia 
Boor cory @ tovnsnip in the Stete in which this 


fact ig not mittad. ay 2s” Ghe Der 
ment that will expos 

buke armed troanson i 
as ean exanle a Gh 


oe ee ales 


. 
ory -s ary7 ys 
Wis Ay ¥ 2X SMG SF & 


ohne Deeg Sa F rn 
enjanin Onempneys, James Le. Reyne 
ao 


es Pe i 4 Tn tights x Mey ? 
pak Cassidy s James McPhail, Dr, John Dun 


& J 
E¥, end Ween te the Dowocratic party ~ are all renged 
under the flag of Union end in favor of the Union 
heate auch Democratic 


a 
obacve ticket, In ¢ 
leadors as Dr, Vort 


Ya ¢ 
ree NS Pearce, e 
zer Smith, John L Ringyel) stand at 


the side of herol 


a B 

ic Join ilickman, and sarnestly ad- 
yocats Andrew G. Curtin, Ve need not show how this 
fesling has spread in Philadelphia, where thousends 
of Democrats are openly sustaining the Union candi- 
datoe, Nor is it necessary to enumernte the leading 
Democrats in othor eeeers of the state who have bro- 
ken the chains of party and rejected the dictutes of 


the new lights of a Hest at d d and false Democracy, Eve 
ery hour adds new converts to tho great ermy of patri- 
otic men in this State, and increnses the chances of 
Corernor Gurtin’s ra-election, lil 


The Democrats were scornftl of the whole movement and denended 


what right tho lenders of the Union Lengues had to 2sprroprinte: ‘solely to 
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Ca 28, 1863; also see North American, Ausust 7, 1863, 
tember 29, 1862, i 
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112 
thomselves the word “loyal. | The Post wrote: 
No Democrat nood be told that he need join enothe 
er organization to save the Union. Ours is the 
Union party of the country, and when the leading 
abolitionists, who are figuring in theses Union 
Leagues, inform us thet they are Cee the restora= 
tion of the Union, they do not mean thet it shell 
be restored to what it was Ss; but Rot what they intend 
it to be. In other words, these Union Leagues are 
merely politicel, partisen, secret organizations of 
Abolitionists, the leaders of which are not for the 
Union and never were, unless it is changed to suit 
their prejudices, 113 


tee 


Nevertheless, throughout the enmpaisn of 1563, the Der 
"“disunionists, “ “sopporheeds,” and “traitors,” by practiccliy all of 
the Republican prass, Despite the fact that Voodward stated: 


So far from ever nyowin 


GA. ot 
3 @ 

[nt 

te 


) 
y 6 icy outher onfederacy, I am, 
and alwavs asl Seen opposed to both, end em in favor 
of suprressine the rebellion by which both sre supe 
: ported, 114 
the abolitionist press declered thet nons but traitors could support 
: ge 
him or tho other erndidateg of his party. the "Unionists" mainteined 


ch 


hat there was strong evidence of an ellinnce between the Democratic 


leaders of the Nort nd the rehel 


= 
=) 
pe 


eaders of the South. This they 


maintained had its 


P 


origin not only in a community of interests ond em« 


Reddas 


bitions but elso in an identity of principles, The North American doa 
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112 CAzeties Kay 19, 1863. 
113 Post, March 28, 1863; 
1863; Aro, arch Aiy 1053, Apr 
114 Carlisle aon Septsmi 
1iS Pittsburgh Chron ooh arch 17, 
1863, September S, 29, 1863, Cetober LO; 1863; erent Amevican “tie ctober 


ata 
ies hae Role De, 7 

10, 1863, Ff. W. Hughes, in i detver addressed to "My Democratic Friends 
ae rg Se 128 organ the Fottsvillo Damoeretic 


of Pennsylvania," and public} 
scandard of January 17, 1863 said: Thile our national glory would be 
best promoted by the preservation of our present political relations wit 
the New Mnelend States, yet if they insist upon the destruction of se 
Union by the subjusation of the Southern States, or by their seprratio 
from them, I am ready to yield to the latter rathor than to the fe ‘of 
such alternatives," This wes used oy the “Unionists as proof of disloy= 
ty of the Democrats, 
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clared that the rebel government had effected a socret understanding 
with the northern Democratic leaders whereby peace wes to be re-estabe 


lished on the following tormss 1, recognition of the indepondence of 
the Confederacy; 2. surrender to the Confederacy of the states of Vary~ 


land, kentucky, Missouri, and Vest Virginia, torether with all southern 
territory in Union hands; 3, dbondonment of Weshington es the capitel 
of the United States inesmuch as the surrender of In “ya nd would render 


2 


it useless to the Norths 4. surrender of control ef the lower Missigss- 


ippi in order to snable the South to dictate terms of intercourss to 
126 


the West, 


The Democrats pointed out that there was a distinction bee 


eee 23 apa aeache ide! Oe 1S oe £ Fae eee ae BA saa ten aoe r 
“ween the govarnment of the country and the administration of? the cove 





ernment and that criticism of the former did not imply a desire to over- 
LF 
turn the latter, The Fost commenteds 
Tae great primery difficulty with the CER onan es 
of tho Democracy is, that they confound the governs 
ment wath the administration of it, and consequent= 
ly a passive support of the latter ua a test of loys 
alty to the former, Starting with this stupendous 
fellacy sntails upon them o11 the dangerous consoe 
quences which necessarily follow. We need not dwell 


upon this fatel orror, becouse the dullest understand- 
ing can perceivs thet if it is once conceded, our ru= 
lers ere absolute in euthority, and can, because of a 
presumed necessity, commit any outrage or folly in da= 
fianes of all constitutional er popular restraint, The 
Democracy are inexorably opposed to the cessetion of 
hostilities until the Pabol tien is crushed, but if some 
wise men were to rise up end demonstrate now the Union 
could ba réstored, without further seen eins of freters 
nal blood, we presume thet no one would rojoice mor 


oR rennet ee cere Par i png anthracene fans ee tyne ener treet ntennirg a eerenen 
116 North fmerican, April 20, 1363; also aee Public Ledsor, Septeme 


ber 26, 1863; pre ee Yobruery 18, 1863. 
Redrar, 


117 Public Lerch 18, 1663, The Democrats quoted a speech 
by. Thaddeus Stevens rey which he said: "The Union as it was » and the Con- 


stitution as it is, God forbid aco Age Age September 24, 1863, 


oe 
he 
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to 
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un 


then President Lincoln himself, The oxtrama radie 

cals do not desire pence, until their schemes ra- 
ae sinvery are accomplished, but surely tha 
great mass of people dow i118 


Charles Je Biddle, chairman of the Democratic Central Committees, in an 


address in Philedelphia, charged that tho new wer policy of the admine 


istration tonded to justify the sscossion leaders in tho eyes of their 


followers and to silencs and condemn the Union man ef thes South, He 


pointed out that the secessionists end abolitionists ware playing ints 


= 
5 


each other’s bende. An abolition speech or proclamation against the 


Constitution was received with the highest delight by Devis s 
secession functionaries, "Wea told you 30,” they saii to the southern 


peopis, Then Devis would deoelare that he rejected the old Union and 


ay 


5 SE ee ae ars tL, ak sy th on + 1 ~* 4 ~ wt ad. ~yeeay ] 
would He ave nothing to de with it, whereupon all abclitionists would re- 


port and circulets the senti: 


te 
ES 
188] 
rt 
ch 
aa 
o 


the aboli' 


ee 


vienists sive the union men of the South 


their allerirence, 


oOo” 


The Post yvrote: 
eee 


Hundreds of thousands of them are i: onging and prry= 
ing for en invitation to come back to the old Union Ny 
but their property is confiscated by our aan rnnent, 
and they cannot stir. Their slnayes are mace trea bt 
our proclamation of emancipation, and the Sappeenie ines 
form us that the disunion sdict is to bo s trictly ad- 


The Post also predicted thet if President Lincoln would recnll his eman- 


cipation and confiscation edicts, and would in effectionate term appeal 
to the people of the United States to return to their ollegience, throes 
121 


months would see the beginning of a last Barr's paper pointed 


bing peace, 
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118 Post, 

419 Port, 
23, 1863, 

120 Port, 

121 Post, 


May 14 as.) 1863, 


August 15, 1863, October 13, 18963; 


aw | 


volic Ledrar 


eet Sow 


Vereh 
July 30, 1863, 


July Zl, 18633 also see North Americnn, April 29, 1863. 
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outs “As Long as we were fighting for the Union and the ?old flag* 
there was no necessity for conscriptions,™ but that when the administrae 


tion began to champion & war for negro emancipation, they hed to rssort 


122 
to the draft to raise soldiers, 


The Demecrnts claimed thet the federal administration had not 
elways considered the best interests of Pennsylvania. They criticized 


Lincoln for having failed to protect the stnte adequately during the ine 


- 


* 


terval which hed elapsed between the raid of “Jeb* Stuart in October of 
(123 
1862 and Leoe"*s invasion in 1863. They decried the policy of arbitrary 


arreats and reminded Pennsylvanians of the protest which Curtin himself 
hed made at the lest session of tho jegislature regarding them. They 
“were quick to realize the politicnl sis Baificanes of the general excites 


ment and rather widespread criticion of the government which was oeca« 
“124 

pioned by the Vallandighen effair, Tho arrest, trisl, and condermmas- 

tion of Vallendichem by military court martial and the subsequent con. 


wo 


mutation by President Lincoln of his sentence from imprisonment to bane 


ef 
oO 
8 
ct 
dren 
ra 


ishment beyond ths Union lines met with condemnation f 
dent as well as the Democratic press of the state and ennbled the Derta= 
crats to revive the issues of freedom of speech end right of tric 
jury which they made one of the leeding issues of the canpeicn, Tha 


, 
~ 


122 Fost, July 30, 





1853, 

123 fee, Juno 16, 18, 1863; North firerican, June 18, 1863, 
Governor Gietin in a campaign address revealed the ee thet he had de- 
Bired to issue his call for tk 16 Militia a week earlier then he did. but 
that the President had refused his requost, Thro pou svuated that 
when Curtin realized the imminence of the dancer he should have acted 
without the sanction of tho President, while the Republicans contended 
that he had no constitutional nuthority to do so. Gaz otto, July 7, 
1853; Ase, June 19, 1863, July 3, 1963, 

124 | Public Ledeen, wi 28, 29, 1863, June 2, 1863, 

125 Publis Lodger, Kay 21, 28, 29 5 1362, June 2, 13, 1863; Posts 


May 285 1863, Jugust 15, 1863: Age, May 23, 1863, 
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Denocratic Central Committee warned the voters of the state that; 


The Ansrican Sxecutiv+e Sy as the word imports, the 
exccutor of ths duly enacted lawaz yet the preten- 
sion is mdo that hig will can take the plnacs of the 
laws. The liberty, the charncter of every cltiizen 

is put et the mercy of new functionaries ellied “Prgs= 
vost Marshals," A secret eccusation before thease ofe 
ficials tekes the Place of spon hearing befors a lawe 
ful magistrate, and no writ of hobeag corpus may ine 
quire the cause of arrest, 126 


fhe “Unsonists" on their pert made no effort to claim that 
they desired a speedy Peaca, Thoy reviewed the “groundlessness or 


southern complaints," and domended & peace which would contsin ne come 


127 





promises, The forth American insisted: 
Short wars are seldom of much “erm nont velue, ‘Ths 
lsssons they convey are not severe enouzh to lest 
long, and in e fey years their traces sra obliters- 
ted end the contest is te 3° OVeEr aPaineess Hence wa 
do not think thera any nesa af hnste rbout the 


be 


BUSY 3UrH out the sore placsg 


i 
close of the wer, I+; the 
L it has done so, 128 


op untal 


1 


They admitted that tho federnl government had assumed Breat and rather 


a 
hide 


12d been rene 


tue 


arbitrary powers, but they contended that such a policy 

dered unsvoidable by the efforts of the Denocrets to resist and impede 
128 . 

at every turn tho policy of the edriinistration. They asserted that 


the cerdinal principle of tho oprosition party wee to emberass tho na= 
tional authorities in 1} their measuros "for the vigorous prosecution 
hee 4 


of the conflict, for the prompt suppression of the rebellion, end the 
129 
ewift punishment of the traitors," The orth American went so far os 


126 Posts August L5, 1863 
iy sar Re 2 
tral Cormittes}, 
127 Sezstts, Septembe 9, 
128 North American, May 19,.1863 
) mr Ty or peat = oh b Neneh ? a * As 
Comi'ttes) ee vspeemoer 9, 1863 (see address of Union State Central 
tut 1 96 
129 Ibid, 








to accuse the Democrats of fomentine 
jin order to embarass the sovernment, 


’ 


before the grent union meosting in 


a atl em i A SE 
ee ee oo 
I i ee Ea ee 


A speech made by Judge Voodward 


Philadelphia on December 13, 1860 was 


resurrected end extracts quoted from it in an e?fort to prove that at 


that tims Noodward hed been digloynl to the Union, 


* 


prepared as a ceamrim document 


ki 


The “Unionists” 


; Views of Judge 


Voodward and Bishop Yopkins on Negro Slavery eat the South, Iliustrated 


from the Journal of a Resident on a Goorin Plantation," 
Anne Kemble which they ron in installr 
elso ran in the Public Ledgor in 4 


wes divided into five chrepters unde: 


from the speech made by “oodward 
Ropkins defending slavery as an 


Both of the enndidetes 


tile to foreimers, The "Unionist 


Judge Voocward when serving na a 


Convention of Pennsylvania had proposad and defe 


in verious 


by Fronces 


rh 


rty orrens. It 


a motion te amend 


the constitution 80 as to pravent sny Poreimer who mirht arrive in the 


state after July 4, 1841, from acquiring the 


133 


to vote and hold of» 


fice in the conmonw-nalth, The Democrats retaliated by quoting th 


pledge to which Curtin had svorn in 1853 when he 


Know-Nothing Lodges 
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130 North ee August 31, 
s Sultie: al, 1363, 
October 3, 10, 1853; C-rlisle Yolunioa: 
edgver, October pap ) 
123 Fost, August 24, 1863, Octo 
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132 Publ de L 


7, 1863, 


Oo ts 


initiated into the 
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‘Iwill not vote nor ceive my influence for eny man 
for any offica in the pift of the poople, unless he 
be an fmericen born citizen in favor of Americans 
ruling America, 134 


One of the greatest assets to Curtin during the comprign of 
1863 was the loyal support of the soldiers from Pennsylvenia, In the 


fall of 1862, he had inaugurrted a remarknble system for the care of ths 


troops. Hs anpointed commissioners representing tho state to visit the 
soldiers upon the field and the sick and wounded in the hospitals, to 
make certain that they were supplied with every neod end comfert, He 


made it a point to give a prompt and ecourtecus reply over his own signa- 
Aga 
ture to every communicetion addressed to him by e soldicr regardless 


of his rank or the trivial nature of the mossare or complaint, 


eg Reperde 


* 


leas of the vress of official dutios 


“et 
=) 
3 
. 
pote 


n uniform, even thouczh he 


wero the huyblest private, could obtain prompt admission te his presence 


3 


end be heard with courtesy and consideration, we very early secured 


Legisletion which provided for ths bringing home for buried ot the exe 


pense of the state, the bodies of nll those who died in the service, His 
announced intention of 
of all soldiers who lost their lives in th 


more than cerried out. Thus Curtin won the personal affection of the men 

in the camps throuzh his personal devotion to their 
136 era 

with their cause, 


interests and sympethy 


134 Posi, Cctober 13, 1863, 


Since much of the spassition to Governor Curtin from flleghony County hed 
its origin in the fact that he was friendly to tho Pennsylvania Railroad, 
the Cozette made an effort to offset this, I charged that when tho 
Allegheny Gounty bond cases had bean Pending before the Supreme Court, 
tho decision of Voodward and of 1 wrie hed been influenced by the fact 
that one of thom was the president and the other a dirsctor of a Philas 
delphia insurance company which countad emong its assets a lerge amount 


of Pennsylvunia Roilronad bends, Gazette, October 10, 1863, 


seem ene ry rein eee 
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Wayno Faevergh, chairman of the "Union" State eee effiec- 
Le 
tively capitelized the influence of the disfrenhised soldiers bee the 
Republican cruss. Almost overy Pennsylvania ebidiey hed a relative or 
friend at home who was directly interested in his welfare and whe would 


give heed to his eppeals. There was no dearth of offi leers and privates 


who were willing to take up the cause of Curtin and who did effective 





work for their party among the soldiers, with the result that from every 
138 


camp urgent requests were sent home to suvport ths "Soldiers® Fri end," 
When Curtin anneunced that he had extonded his utmost i nfluence to have 
ali the Pennsylvania troops furloushed for thirty days in order to ene= 
able them to participate in the October sreceene: the Democrats dconoun= 
ced the idea as a cangerous end desperate move of ea political demagogue. 


The Post complained: 
ip nenre® 


The loss of a battle, = the slaughter of thousands 
of brave men, nre nothine compared with the olece fs 


é Y 
tion of Curtin, That must be secured though it cost 
3 











the nation its life, and tha country its clory. Tnig 
publics boast of a Governor who is knovm to be almost 
omnipotent in Veashington, that he wlll deplete the ar= ed 
my at the moment of its preatest peril, aad for a spaces ¥ 
of time which will cover all, the fichtine wonther of 
this yeary should be met as it deserves by a truly Loy» 
anette: io) Bee be, SCRE ae es 





135 Matthow Svanloy Ways private secretary to Gcvernor Curtin, was 
of inestimable help in ansvoring letters, He learned to duplicate the 
signature of Curtin so perfectly that none who received the letters he 
wrote doubted but that they hed been signed by the Governor himself. Me 
Clure, Old Time Uozess Ly 457+459, 


136 i UcClure, Old Time Notes, I, 497f.3 North American, September 223 
1863, Ths Democrats tried to counteract ¢ ee influence by reviving ths 
story of the equipment frauds, They made excellent use of the seriscs of 
articles which the Gazette had published in July, 1863, in which they had 
accused Curtin of victimizing the soldiers throuch the men to whom he had 


given the power of ma! Con contracts for military supplies. Gnuzette, July 
ely 29, 18633 Crawford Journal, July 28, 1863; Philadelphia Inquirer, 
July 31, 1863; Age, August 8, 1863, Octover 5, 1863, 

137 The soldiers hed voted in the field during the polits cal campaig 
of 1861 but on May 22, 1862, the Supreme Court had declared the soldiar 
vote unconstitutional. 


138 VeClure, Old. Tira Notes, Il, 57f. 





meres ny 


ee 
ee ng trent a 
LT OL A ELT LR CT LOC EAE ani ere ir ane reperny ete SO eee oe a RS ne mee ates meme Re en nein <a rin rr rot ae 


a 
bent 
pt 


al and outraged people, 139 


Evidently quite a number of soldiers and governmont elerks Cid 





return to vote, bocause a Washington correspondent of the New York Hor 
9 J oe! 


‘ 


old reported: . | 


The Republicang of Ohio end Pennsylvania ere strain= 
ing overy norve to induce the citizeng of those 

States in Veshineton and elseeswhers to return home and 
perticinpate in the avpreaching elections, Leaves of 
absence have been granted to the clerks in the Departe 
ments eppointsda Prom those States, and free passas 
have been given over the railroads to BEN from Chio. 
Fiftcen days are given to the Pennsylvanie clorks 


and a tax of one per cent. has beon lata upon their 

salaries to defray expenses, In cons equence of this : / 
exodus from the severe] bureaus, much of the public 
business hus coms to a standstill. 140 


7 


Meanwhile, George VW. Woodward, the Democratic canc 


ie 
oA 


governor was finding it very difficult to corduct his cempaio, Ye 


had not re puppet from the supreme court and his position us judge sade 


peign, especinlly the questicn of sustaining th 
act, the constitutionelity of which had come befo 


supreme court in the cnse of Knesdler versus Lane, The cese had been 





3 


arguod by able counsel on both sides, but tho court hed not yet rondered 


its decision, and the fact that the court was waiting until after the 
143 


ire) 


election was effectively capitelized by the friends of Curtin, Tae 
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139 Post, September 28, 1863; also sse ost, September 2, 1863, 

140 quoted in Post, October 13, 1863, 

141 Curtin, because of tho condition of his health, was forced to 
limit his participation in the cpmpnaign to 2 tef specchsa, 


142 McClure, Old Time Notes, II, 643 Public Leicer, November 12, 
ber By 1863, - 


1863; North imorican, September 23, 1363, Octoboi 

143 Tho North Ame rien “fn pointed out that if Woodward should be elected 
he would resign his jud eship and f1i11 the Haass by-an appointment of 
his ovm party, and if he should not be elected ho would not resign his 
judgeship, Worth American, October 8, 1863, 
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Republicans prassed Pasewerd to define his position with ropard to the 
constitutionality of the law, When he declined to do this, on ths ground 
thet ho head besn ene of the judces who hed heard the case, and must join . 
in delivering final judgment, they urged upon the voters of the state 

the importance of supporting Curtin whose stand upon the issue of sustain 
ing the national government was unequivoenble, Hed the supreme court de= 
decided the conscription ect to ba uncongetitutional befors the election, 

eas it did on November $9, and had Justice Woodward supported this decision, 

as he did at that tima, this fact erlone would have insured his defeat, 


The Domocrates were further embarsssed by the fect that the other important 
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geclection, He too felt restrained from defining his position for the 


same reason es Woodwerd and the Republicans used the same arpuments ageinst 
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him, Buchnnan felt thet the matter wag of such great importance that he te 


departed from his usual policy of non interforsnce to the extent of urging 
LA 
it 


Woodward to uphold the constitutioneality of tho lat, 
(n the eve of tno election, the Public Ledeer printed an excall- 
ent summory of the issue bohind the campeien: - 


The issues presented should command a full vote, for 

it will ve rogarded es a test of publie opinion at 

this time upon the measures and policy of the Gove 

ernment, The election, in this Ait ae is something 

more than a State affeir, for the decision given to- 

day by tho people will more or ee control the gene 
1d 


eral policy of the wer and ths important moasures end 
‘policy which 1t involves, It will not change the in» 
fluence of the State politically upon the general pole 


itics of the country, for the Congressional delegates 
for the next ae ss ere alrendy chosen, but eo popu= 
lar decision at this time will hove its effect at 
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‘Washington, and if Pennsylvania and Ohio shoula 

cast their votes in favor of the Union candidates, 

the Adwinistration would feol itself justified in 
enforcing svery ons of the measures already pro 

posed by it. If the decision should be against the 
Union tickot, it will strengthsn in a similar wey 

the edverse Congressional delogates from those States, 
whose votes may control the future National lesislas 
tion and put restrictions upon the acts of the Nation- 
gl adninistration, 245 


The poople of Pennsylvenin demonstrated their sincere interest 
4n the issues of the campaigm by the bote polled the next day. It was 


the largest that had ever been test in the state, despite the Feet that 


oO 


seventy-five thousend soldiers were absent end mot nllowsd to vote. fh 
totel vote in the pres idential contest of 1860 had been 476,442, with a 
majority for Lincoln of 59,618, The total vote in the gubernatorial 
gontest of the seme year wag 492,576, with a rejority ror Curtin of 


32,116. In the campaign of 1863, however, the total vote cask was 


523,679, Curtin’s majority was raduced to 15,335, due to the greatly in- 


¥ 


erensed Demoerntic vote. The judicial vote was equally close, with Ag 


tee 


new receiving a majority of 12,242 ove r Lowrie. 2409 people who voted 


for Curtin did not vote for Agnew, In the minds of the great mejority, 


to vote for Curtin ws to vote for the war, and vice versa, while in th 


eget es 





yote for judge this issus vas not so clearly involved. This is probably 


i 


the reason why Curtin’s vote was greater than gnow's ond Lowrle’s 


ct 


greater than Voodward's, 
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The officiel count for governor and judge wasi 


146 | 147 
For Governor for Supremes Judsa 
Andrew ¢. Curtin 269,506 Daniel Amew 257 5097 
George Woodward 254,171 Walter Lowrie 254,855 
Curtin’s mojority 15,335 Agnew’s majority 12,242 
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After Election of 1862 
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Of the eleven estate senators whose terms had expired, ten had 


been slected on the People’s ticket in 186° 


and ons by the Demecrats, 


Nw 


The Democrats not only retained control of this gent but gained control 


of three others, “Unionists” were elected to the other seven plmces, In 
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the house of representatives, the Bemocr 
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seats which thsy had held jin the 


hed been held by a "National Unionist", 


"Unionists" ea majority of but one, they 
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session of 1863, but 
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nts lost six of the fifty-four 
gained ons which 
Aithouzh the election gave the 


gained another sent by using the 


precedent established in the CesanesHouseholder contert as a pretext for 
32 
the division of Armstrong-Vestmoreland district The Gazette. interpreted 
a Nea Set EG IQ 

the election as 
an omphatic sndcrsement of the Proclemation of Eman 
Cipeation, and indeed of all the grant measurss of 
+n5 Administration in the prosecution of the wareccs 
a declaration that slavery is tho great enomy of peace 
SNC WAI OTS" «alas : Ks) CO 


é 
deal with ah end tre 


hyen the indenengsnt Public Leteer snid: 
eS cS es ts t Bee a ceabaetenrancancanas pedal Se, ” tg ace 
The elections in FPenneylvania and Ohio settle the ques- 
hen i BS PB : = = my ‘ = aaa 
tion of “peace at any crice.”“ The people decide une- 
eae Pa ““ ewe xX al arr 4 75 . AA a - awn ed Sts 7- 2 
guivoecably that they want the rebellion put down by all 
the powsr the severnment can 1 properly command, and there 
4 yt a tap wien achat 
is tothins Left for ths administration to do but to car- 
ry out the veople‘s wishes by e@e visorous. prosecution of 
the war 154 
res 4 . sh ? Tei 1.54 nd ce ) 
nere were some in each party who attributed the close vote to 
a> oT 5 E 
fraud, The fost protested: 
Rem HIMES 

















Wo heve heard of outrages upon the sacred right of suf- 
fraca, but never, until yesterday, did we know the ex 
tent to which reckless partisan Brauer wes ctapeble 
of foine. Ven, having an indisputeble right to vote 
were provented from doing so. while Eolicene who never 
SORES cet tis he Le om sets 
152 John 3, Chambers hed received a BO Sony of both counties, but 


the eee ee held that inasmuch as John *. !'cXee hnd received 2 majority 
in Armstrong he was entitled to the seat, althouch unlike Bedford county, 


jrmstrons was not an original county and 


rather weak. Gazettes, Octobsr 29, 1863; 
Cazette, October 15,5 7 igh also sec 
154 Public > Ledger, October 1é,; 1563 


the constitutio al orgument was 
: Jan LUE LY 295 1864, 
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knew what a tax receipt was, walked boldly te the 
polis end wers received by leading Abolitioniats 
with oven erms, Money was senttered about in pre 
fusicn, tampting the needy and encouraging the 

reckless, in short there was no applisnse which mon-~ 
ey Bnd desperntion could ee ay thet was not ur~ 
sayod against us in yesterday's contsst, Tha so; 
sequences boing, of courss, thet wo eve beaten bao 
yond our expectations, and uo wondor, In : addition 
to tho powerful influence of money, we hed to cone 
tend against ezmps of soldicra, having na right to 
vote in hile county, out who, of course, went unarte 
imsusly for Curtin, 155 
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A sorrespondent of the Ace claimed that men from ths ersonel jin Philadel« 


slaugitor™ end are 
ty 


phia had been driven to the pollg “like eattle te the s 
“156 
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derod to veto for Curtin, under threat of dismissal; Tho Democrats al« 


nat the ermy had b so weakened by 


cr 


go made the rather soricus charges 
furloughing seldters that General Loe had been tempted to advance with 
the hope of capturing Vashingtsn, with tho result that General Mende had . 


Shey, : 
beon foread to retroet to the Potonaa, The “Uniontgia™ on the other 


kand aceused the Democrats of importing votera from Hew York, New Jersey, 
Delawers, and Varylend to voha for Veodwerd, “nat once, but twice, and 


in eoms cases three times." The Nerth Amoricen elted that one gang 6” 


fpriy thisves frem haunts well knowm to New York police had been caught 


a 


and put in the lock ups that another group of seventeen had been detected 


a 


trying to gst assessed: and that a whole train of care, leaden with bogus 
259 
vyoterg had broken down on the railread on route to Philadelphia, The 
7 


eenme Dapsr declared: 


Those who doubt that New York City sont her thousands 
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of dollars and men into Eantern Pomaylvenin to 
in’luones our slestion aave but to leok at the 
facts to be satisfisd, Wherever on slection hes 
been held beyond the reach of New York Clty it 
has gons for the Union ticket, In Pennsylrania 
the Wast and North of the State have gone sver= 
whelmingly for Curtin, The hugs Democratic ma 
joritios are rolled up in the counties lying 

along railroads leading direct to New York City, 
Oa the railrond from Reading throuch Alleiutowm 
end Enston to New York lie Borks, Lehigh, North- 
amptea., On the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western 
Raiirosd are Imgerna, Monroe, and Pike, The La» 
hich Valley Railroad and ita connections reach 
Carbon, Columbie , Sehuylkill, Nontour's and North= 
umberian?, In vhese places, over the railroed, 
New York City sent bezus voters to carry the Damo 
cratic ticket, 160 


a 
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I one respset, at loast, the judicial victory of the Untien- 
iets" wee of more inmediate political ixportence than the reelection of 
Curtin, Oa Hevembsr 9, the supreme court handed dom a pre elininary doo 
wiedan of three to tve declaring the national congeription law unconatie= 
tutionel. dustices Voodward, Thompson, ond Lowrie readered the majority 
opinion, with Justices Read end Strong dissenting, Read was the only 
Republicon member af the court until Agnew defeated Lowrie who was UD 
for reelection, Then tho complexion of the court changed from one Re= 
pudlicen and four Democre ts to two Republicans ani three Democr atsy ons 
of whom believed the national conscripti on law to be constitutional. Con- 
sequently 14 was no great surprisa when on Jonuary 16, 1864, the final 
decision of the court reversed the preliminary verdict and upheld the con» 


"162 
etitutionality of ths act, 
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160 North fmeric CRIs October 29, 1863, 
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\hen the legislature assembled on Teves 9, 1864, the house 
quickly orgenized, end Henry Cs Johnson, a “Unionist was Glectied speak- 

163 
eT. in the senate, however, the “Unionists” could not take advantage 
of thoir majority of one, because Senator Harry white, of the 2lst Dige 
trict (Indiana, A4rustrong) was held prisoner by the Confederates who re= 

164 
gused to sxchanes him, There was nolther constitutional nor legel prow 
vision as to the organization of the stata senate, It was customary for 


ths upper body, at the close of each ene session, to elect a speaks 


er to serve during the recess and t o fill: e oifice of the fovernor in 


t 


case it should become vacant, John Pp Penney, of the 24th District {Alles 
gheny) had thus been elected at the close of the sesston of 1863, Just 
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as there nover had been any oceasion for discussion of the question. 
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When EAC LAW iegislature met it wes customary for the clerk of 


ate to call thet body to order end te preside until a reguler speaker 
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ars 
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was slected, On the day preceding the conve sming of the legislature, 
both parties hold caueus ' The Democrats nominated Mieater Clymarg of 
the 6th Districs (Barks) es their candidate for speakers; but the “Unton= 
iste” determined to prevent an election. upon the ground that the gsenete: 
was already organized and thet the term of of Pico of the speaker ad 


sntorim torminated only upon the election of a successor, or upon the 
166 
expiration of his senatorial term, When the senate tet, thorefore, Pen» 
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167 
ney took tho chair and proceeded to call the bocy to order, The Demos 


erate, however, refused to recacnize him and took the position that the 


term of offices of specker chesen to serve during the recess automatically 
168 
terminated when the sonete reconvened, Thus the upper house vas dead~ 
Locked and aach side exhausted its ingenuity in afforts to emberass tho 
other. The Democrats took the vosition t¢ that the senate was wiorganized 
and hence incapable of transacting any kind of business, ard they pro-= 
cseded to vote unanimously ageinst every measure which was proposed by 
the “Unionists",. Ths "Unionists" on the other hand realized that they 
could not enact any levisletion ond endeavored to embarass the Demoernts 
by compelling ham te vote agrinst such things as the divinity of the 


3 


Scripturss, the Declaration o 


tatn, 


Independence, end almost all the tenets 
159 

which were dear to the Democretic hoart. Morrow Be Lowrie. offered a 

resolution respectfully requesting Jefferson Davis sake to cepture 

another senator or to release the one he had. Kinzey moved to amend thig 

resolution by eppointine Lowrie a committee of one to esrry his resolu- 

tion to President Drvis, Finelly, efter the deadlock had continued for 


several weeks, Judgs Thowas White, tha father of Harry White, 


leaves of a Bible and smugpled cut of Libby prison by an exchensed vris= 
ener. Penney promptly accepted the document, elthouch the Democrats de- 


novuncec it es o forgery, and issued a vrit for an selection to be held im~« 
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immediately to 411 ie Ween eye Dr. Thomas St. Clair, the “Unionist” 
candidete wae chosen and entered tha senate on Fobruary 29, Shortly 
afterward, Penney wes duly chosen sperker and legitimate legislation 
i771 | 
was berun, 
Coverner Curtin did not wait for tho orgenizetion of the sens 
172 
ate, but transmitted his message to the legisicture on Jenuary 7, As 
a metter of fact, however, Curtin'’s health made it impossible for hin 
to assume any executive responsibilities until some time in Earsh, Few, 
af any, of the Governor‘s friends expected thet he would Live to come 
pisis his second term, His herlth seemed to be brokon; ond efter ths 
plention he suffered a reaetion which confined him to his room for sev~ 
ere) cays» during which his friends were apprehensive of a complete col= 
lapse, itiumsdintely efter his second incururation, on January 19, his 
physiciens decided that he must trke an period of complete rest erway 
from Harrisburg, At the instance of Frosident Lincoln, Secretary Welles 
tendered him a goverument vessel to taks him to Havana whore it was dex 


s 


3ded ho shovld spend the rest of the winter. Nis condition rapidly in= 

C i I 

proved in tha Cubsn sunshine, howevery and he was back et his desk again 

by the middle of Larch in bettor health than he hed enjoyod for over a 
173 

year, ready to pilot the stots not enly through the Civil Var, but 


later to serve as foreign ministor and representative in Congresse 
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In the preparation of this work it was necessary to rely mainly 
upon newspaper sources and the public documents of the period. An effort 
was made to secure a reflection of the different shades of opinion in the 
various sections of the state but major emphasis wes placed upon the great 
Gailies which because of their wide circulation both reflected and movided 
opinion throughcut the state, Ths Philadelphia Public Ledger was an in- 
dependent paper which struggled desperately to retain its objectivity 
throushout the conflict end for the most part succeeded. The Philadelphia 
North Amorican r prasenving the industrial interests of the eastern part 
of the stats certeinly was “she moat vehement tariff fournal in renngyl= 
vania" if not “the most rabid tarife Peper in the Unions” Its editor, 
orton iMeldchnel, was for yeers an outstanding ficure in the civil and 

rc 
t 





2] 
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political life of the 2uake ity. It was a Republican paper of the more 
conservative type. 4s a matter of fact the close connection between the 
businsss interssts of Philadelphia end the aconemic life af the sotton 
states preciu i of any of its papers assuming a very. 

L 


sluded the possibility 


vigorous anti-slavery stand. The Philadelphia Bulletin also was a Repub- 
licm paper and represented the Ceneren wing of the party. It had been 
started as a Whig newspaper in 1847 by Alexendar Cummings who continued 
to sdit it until 1853. ‘The Philadelphia wvening Journal was the organ of 
the dnow-Nothing element. It su Ported Bell for president in 1860 but in 
the gubernatorial cenvass revealed s mething of a willingness to barter 
for terms. Under a different editorshi ° id 14 


Oo 
orsnip, its criticism of President Line 
coln and the conduct of the war got it into serious difficulties in 1863. 
the Philadelphia Press wags established by John Forney in 1857, Forney 
hed broked with Buchenen and cousccuentiy supported Doulas in the compaion 
of 1860. fis paper pursued a vigorous course in the sectional controversy 
and as & consequence Lincoln and he became werm personal friends, “hen in 
186] Forney was defanted for Clerk of the House, Lincoln exerted hig in- 
fluence to have him elected Secretary of the Senete. Shortly thereafter 
Forney began to ease his followers into the Republican ranks. The Phila- 
deiphia Pennsylysnian was a Democratic peper and the organ of President 
Suchanan and Collector jaker. Tt Supported Breckenridge in the Cempaifn 
of 1860 and after the election of that year advocatad mensures of concilin- 
tion in en effort to avert the wer. Its circulation declined and it was 
discontinued on April 2, 1861. ‘he Philadelphia Ago was besun on t'rrch 
25, 1863 to fill the rap left by the Peansylvanion and to Rive expression 
to the anti-administretion sentiment in enstern Pennsylvania. The Pitts~ 
burgh Gazotte was a 2epublicen pever in the narrowest sense of the term, 
It wes a hish teriff orgen ond violently abolitionist. It opposed every 
movement for conciliation or compromise rnd declared that “a little lett- 
ing ef blood” wound do the country good. Upon the outoreck of the war it 
began its insistence that its termination be mede conditional upon the 
abolition of slavery. It was a staunch supporter of Cameron and dilly con-" 
cealed its hostility to Curtin during his first administration. The Pitts~ 
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burgh Commer ‘oink Journal wag a Republican peper which supported Gurtin 
in the campaign o of 1560 but revolted at tho on idorsement of Camgron by 
the People’s State Convantion of that year. it was merged with the Gas- 
gtte on hay 9, 1861, The Pittsburgh Comauroieal was started in 1663 and 
vigorously supported Curtin in his campaign for reelection thet year. 
Of the two editors of the Fittsburgh Dispatch, one was a former Know- 
Nothing and the other was an anti-slavery man, The Pittsburgh Chronicle 
was en independent papsr with Republican proclivities, ‘he Pittsburgh | 
Post was the leading Democratic paper of the state throughout the Givil 
ware It supported Douglas in the Campaign of 1860. After the election 
of Lincoln it used its influence in en effort to avert the conflict which 
it saw impending but after the outbrenk of hostilities vigorously sup- 
ported the administration in its efforts to crush the rebellion, It 
maintained that the restoration of ths Union should take precedence over 
any schemes par the map Saae of ple teiae Nc hel a igor aS a sae 
his poise and dignity “to a Senden oe etc: aaa The pe Bei bane 
was @ high tariff Republican paper of pare oe tendencies and was repre- 
sentative of the iron interests of the aspiring town of Johnstown. ‘The 
Patriot and Union was the Democratic paper and the Pennsylvania Telegraph 
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the Republican organ of the stats capital. Tha Pottsville Miners’ Journal 


Sa eee 


was the Republican paper of the hard coal regions and wag fanatically 


protectionist in sentimont. The Democratic organ of this “hotbed of 
sedition and treeson" was the Democratic Standard, 
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RANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS 
Pepers of James Buchanan; Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
Papers of James Buchanan; Library of Congress 
Papers of Jeremiah S. Black; Librery of Congrass 
Papers of George B. McClellan; Library of Congress 
Papers of Edward UePherson; Library of Congress 
Papers of Edwin M. Stanton; Lldbrary cf Congress 
Pepera of Thaddeus Stevens; Library of Congress 
Pepers of Gideon Wellos; iibrary of Congress 


Vanuscript materials of the period are few but there are a few 
scattered items of interest in tha above collections. A very valuable 
manuscript source, the Iendrick B. Wright collection, shortly will be 
available to the general public at the Historical society of Pennsylvania, 
The present writer was able to use a few of thon through the courtesy of 
Mr. Julian P. Boyd in whose possession they now are. wr eight was one of 
the leading political figures of the period, He was a delegate to the 
Charlestecn “Convention in 1860 and served in the 37th Congress, The writer 
was unable to locate any Cameron or McClure papers although scattered let- 
ters from them occasionally appear in various collections. It is his 
understanding that the Curtin papers mve been destroyed, 


PUBLISHED WORKS, DIARIES, IEMOIRS, AUTOBIOGRAPHID 
Barnes, Thurlow Weed, Elemoir of Thurlow ee Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Company, “1884, 
Beale, Howard K, (ed.), Diary of Edvard Batas, 1859 = 1866, Washington, 


Government Printing Office, 1933. 


Forney, John Wey Anecdotes of Public Men, New York: Harper and Brothers, 
1874, 


to vee salves 


Walenta vaoknte -equano¥ ety gy dot 


* 








AN } 
Oe TT ST LIT TNT LCT ET TCC Ir T D CIT U: celta i eterno dnanineniti Se etadabetltieneen eaiemeimenemetatiediemadnereresantace eaenas ree a eee 
. 
+) e) 
3 ie 


Gr reeley, Boica, Th snore Cay Cot pai hel Lek Bh unt tory OF tho greot v rebel its 21, 


re. 
7 

[eeeretees eee oceans led. 
4 -% 


in the United Stiptos, 2 VOLS: 5 Hartfords Amsrioan Publisivin 
Res 18e | v ~ ise 
McClure, Alexander Kelly, a fae, Uoter, gi £ -fuanylzonins 2 Volgs, Phila- 


. delphias me C. ‘Winston Company, 1S 
McClure, Alexander Kelly, Our Presidents and nok We Mako Them, New York 

and London: Harper | and nd Brothers Sy “1900, 

Moore, Frenk (ed.), The Rehellion Record; a Ginry of American eventay 
with documens: Ents, nNarrevives,s illustrative “incidents, postr 9 Otc. 
New York: G. P, Putnam, 1861 - 1863. 

Moore, John B, (ed. ), ins Works of James Buchanan, Philadelphia and Lon= 
doni:J. B. Lippincott Company 5 PING Sil 9134) 12 vols 

Nicolay, John G. and John Hay (ad.), Saab lata) Works of Abraham Lincoln, 
12 vols., Lincoln Memorial University, 1894 

Richardson, James D, (com. ee A Comoilation of tho Nossages and Papers 
of the Prosidenta, 1739 ~ ~ 1897, 10 vols Be» Vashingtons Govyern= 
ment Printing Office, 1 1896 ~ 1899. 

Schurz, Carl; The Rominisconess of Carl Schurz, 3 vole., New York: . 
Doubleday, 1908 - 1913, I 

Seward, Frederick J., Reminiscence aces of a War-Time Statesman and Diplomat, 
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L630. = 1915; ae ork “and London : G. Ps Putnam's , Sons, 1916, 
Weed, Horriet A. (ed.), Autc tobiogravhy of Thurlow Weed, Boston: Houghton, tod 
La¢flin end Gadaan 1883, ) be 


UcClure’s Old Time Notes, although written from a partisan 
point of view and containing many inaceuraciag of fact, wes in goneral 
found to be reliable and on the whole furnished & vory valuable back~ 
ground for the politics of this period with whieh he was so intimatoly 
connected, 


PUDLIC DOCUMENTS: NATIONAL 
Congressionsl Globe 


30 Gong., 1 Sess. 

30 Cong., 2 Sess; 

36 Cong.,; 1 Sess. . 

36 Cong., 2 Sess. 

37 Congs, 1 Sess. 

37 Cong.; 2 Sess. 
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Senate Journal 

BOERS BC Cong., 1 Sess. 
Thorpes Francis Newton (comp. and ed. )> Federesl and State Constitutions, 
Coloniel Cherters and Other Orgonic Laws of the States, Terri- 
torjes, and nd Colonies, now on asrotofore, forming the United 


States of & Anerica. Washingto on: Government Printing ©: Cffice, 1906, 
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PUBLIC DOCUMENTS: STATE 
dournals of tho House of Reprasanta natives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
: ; dene haat 60, ee once re 1864. . i 
ournais of the Senate o 1s Commonwealth of sylvanis . 
"1862, 1868, Lega fe) sa ennsylvyenia, 1860, 1861, | 
Lawa of the General Ass embly of Ponnsylvania, - ‘1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 
Lefisletive Record « of Pennsylyenia 19 L860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 
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Pennsylvania State. Monuads 1923 = 1924, Harrileaburg: Bureau of Publications, 
Gommonwonlth of Pennsylvanin, 1925, 

Reports of the Supreme Court of Ponasylvenia, 1363. 


Ziegler, Jasob, anual for. the "Government, of the Senate end House of Rap- 
resent: asivan 9 f the 3 Co Commonvenith “of. ‘Pennoylvenias Harrloburgy 
1860. 


MINUTES OF CONVENTIONS. REFERENCE WORKS, ALMANACS, PAMPHLDTS 
BZographival Directory of the fmors.can Conrrosa, 1774 ~ 1927) Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1928. 


Halstead, H. Caucuses of 1860 - A History of the, Natzonal Conventions ef, 
the Current P rac: Sdontiel Camnniea: be six yey Can mplete Recooz gal or 


erent cea Setar nee ter anSrare MAMOrAVIO TREES. baetrariore: oe aeti ares it ee 


the Business of ell the Conventionss with Sketches of distin- 
guishod men in ‘abcendance woon taem, and descriptions of uho 
mort cheracteristic peenes and memorable evenis. Compiled 
from the « correspondence of the Cincimati Cormeresel written 
"On the Gircuit of the Conventions,” and official reports by 
an eyewiltnoss of them all, Col eteies Fallett, Foster and Come 
Sane 1360. 

Proceedings the First Three Republican Convontions of 1856, 1860, and 
i862, iinnespolis: Charles W. Bohnson, 1893. 

Tribune fimanac, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 

Whig Almsnac, 1 4835, 1856, 1857. 

Wright, Charles, The Prosnect, A View of Politics by Mountnineer, Bufe- 
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falo: Rockwell and Bakers, 1862, 





There is a fairly numerous collection of pemphiet materiels 
in the Historical Society of (Pours sylvenia but they are mainly a reitere 
gtion of the camped gn utterancas, ci Hargess and counter charges of th 
various cams igns end ee present writer found nothing in them of sige 
nificance which had not been ud b r 


y brought out in the newspapers o 
various naetias or in the Buble documents. 
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John J. Crittenden, 2 vols., Philadolphis, 
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Coleman, Mrs, Chapman, Life of 
1871. 
Egle, William H., Andrew Grage Curtin, His Life and Sorvices, Priladgl- 
phias Avil Printing Company, 1895. 
Going, Charles B., David Wilmot, Fres Soiler, New York and London: D, 
Appleton and Compe any, 1924, 
Hale, Edvard Bs y Lifs of Willien ii, peward, Philadelphia: oe ite Jacobs 
end Company, 1910. 
Hassard, J. R. Go, Lifo of Archbishop Huicheg, New a D. Appleton and 
Company, 1866. 
Jenkins, John S. Lives of the Governors of the Ste o of Now York, Auburn: 
Derby and Miller, 3 1852. 
Jones, Charles Henry, iho Life end Public Sorvices of J. Glancy Jones, 
2 volSo, Philadelphia ‘and London: Je B. Lip paren Saha Coes 
1910. 
Lothrop, Thornton Koy William Henry Seward, Boston and New York: Hough- 
ton, M3fflin and Company 1924, 


Nicolay, John George, Short Life of Abraham Lincoln, condensed from 
Nicolay and Hay*s Abreh-+ 


hem “Lincoln: @ history, New York: The 
Century Company, 1911. 











Hicolay, John George and Jonn Hay, Abraham Lincoln, a Hintorys 10 vols., 
New Yorks: Tho Gontury Compenyy “1890 ~ 1917, 
¥cGall, Samuel W., Thaddeus Siayeus, Boston and New York: Houghton, Mif- 
flin and Company, 1899. 
Oberholtzer, Ellis Paxson, Jay Cooke, Financier of. Be Givil War, 2 volse, 
Philedselphia: George We. Jacobs end Com sf a » 19076 
Smith, Williom Ernest, The Frsneis Preston Blair } Remit in Politics, 2 
¥OLlS., New York: Macmillan and Compenv, 1933, 
Tarbell, Ida Minerva, Tho Life of Abrahem Lincoln, draw from original 
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pources. and contsining many speeches, lottera, end telersransg 
hithorto unpublished New York: Tho Doubleday and HeClure 
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Company , 1900, ¢ 2 vols. 





There is no important biographical material for the period. 
No biography of Cameron exists, Egle’s Lifo of Curtin is merely a col- 
lection of essays upon various phases of his public and private career 
by various writers who had known him more or less intimately and although 
furnishing soms valueble material is in no sense an adoquete biography 
of the great war governor of the Keystone State. 
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Lueller, Henry R., The Whig Party in Psunsylvania, New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1922. 
Myers, Williem $., Tha Republicen Farty, New York: The Century Company, 


1928. 

Sisbert, VW. que The Undercround Railrosd from Slavery to Freedom, New 
York: Macmillan Comvany, 1598. 

Stanvood, lLdward, A History of thes Presidency, Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Cormany, 1898, 

Turner, Edward Raymond, The Nerro in Pennsylvenia, Washington: American 
Historical Associat tion, LGL1< 











There is no adequate gensral history of Pennsylvania in exris- 
tence nor are there any general works dealing with Pennsyivanie politics 
in any degree of detail, Tha secondary works used all cealt with special- 
ized phases of the subject, All of those had mainly to do with 1860 and 
the years preceding. For 1861, 1862, and 1863 there is little if any- 
thing in the way of special studies. 
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